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Cedras expects U.S. invasion 



.tny — — — ” — — * uj’iunni of Haiti,’ uc 

■jo d to an mtefnew from toe Haitian capital with CNN. “It has 
been derided to invade sad we are awaiting this moment," be said, 
adding: “We are g ening ready. As soldiers we have sworn to 
defend our cottony.” The United Nations approved a resolution 
Sandfly giving the grcenEght for a U.S.-led invasion erf the 
pabcan natron to force the military to step aside and reinstate 
ousted Presdeffl-Betrand Aristide (see inside). “If they (the U.S. 
solitary) intervene, it will be bloodshed on both sides,” General 
CfrirM said through an interpreter. “It will be to loll a lot of 
jnffitary and a lot of rivflians also.” Gen. Cedras said the crisis 
sparked by the 1991 coup which toppled Mr. Aristide could be 
^solved through negotiations, but added: “We would need modi 
dialogue and many exchanges.” He noted that there was support 
jot hokfiflg new elections but would not say whether Mr. Anstide 
should be' allowed to run. 
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U.N, nrges Somalis to cooperate 

MOGADISHU (R) — A U.N. special envoy urged Somalia's 
factions on Saturday to cooperate with the world body, 
triy as it was soon to review the future of Its operation 
:. Ambassador Victor Gbebo, special representative of the 
U.N. secretary-general, was speaking after repeated dashes 
between factions and the July 30 killing of a Zimbabwean 
peacekeeper by militia gunmen in the central town of Bclct-Hucn. 
“The recent fighting between the Somali factions in Bdet-Huen 
remain a matter of grave concern, especially as Somali leaders are 
deploying efforts to reach a comprehensive settlement.” Mr. 
Gbebo aid in a statement. “Such actions do not favour the 
interests of Somalia particularly at a tune when the Security 
Council is reviewing the role of the United Nations in the country. 
It is imperative that aB Somali leaden cooperate with UNOSOM 
(U.N. Operation in Somalia) to ensure the successful implementa- 
tion of its mandate.” Zimbabwe has 800 soldiers in a force of 
Asian and African troops which continued peackecping duties in 
Somalia after most Western countries withdrew earlier this year. 
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Christopher says progress 
possible on Syrian track 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. SECRETARY of State 
Warren Christopher, back in 
the Middle East for the 
second time in less than a 
month, $*id Israel and Syria 
were negotiating with unpre- 
' ed seriousness and 
was possible. 

Speaking in the Egyptian 
port erf Alexandria after talks 
with President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat, he also said be 
wrote to donors on Friday 
urging them to irony up and 
tend funds to the Palestinian 
self-rule areas, (see separate 
*t*y) ... 

Tve come back because I 
drink there is an opp or t uni ty 
for the parties to make prog- 
ress. There are very tough 
issues but they (Israel and 
Syria) are addressing them 
with a seriousness that they 
sever had before,” he added. 

. Mr. Christopher, who later 
Sew to Israel, and Egyptian 
officials say they see signs, 
that Syria, now lagging be- 
hind Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians in ftdks with IsraeL, is 
becoming more receptive to 
ffie idea of peace with tire 
Jewish state after more than 
40 years of conflict. 

• But an official Syrian news- 
paper said Syria had nothing 
nswtoofferMs: Christopher-- 
or to justify talk of a break- 
through 

“Some optimists claim that 
a breakthrough was achieved 
» the Syrian-IsraeE track. 


Realists confirm that there is 
nothing new in the Syrian 
position winch justifies such 
big optimism,” the newspap- 
er A1 Thawra said in a front- 
page editorial. 

Mr. Christopher declined 
to be drawn on the gap be- 
tween the Syrian ana Israeli 
positions, saying that it would 
not to be useful for him as a 
mediator to make these pub- 
lic. 

The main obstacle in the 
talks remains reconciling 
Syria’s demand that Israel 
promise to withdraw from all 
the Golan Heights with 
Israel’s demand that Syria say 
first precisely what kind of 
peace it envisages. 

Damascus has rejected an 
Israeli proposal for a staged 



withdrawal from parts of the 
Golan over eight years in 
return for full normal rela- 
tions. It said Israel should 
withdraw in full before they 
discuss future ties. 

Mr. Christopher was due 
to meet Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin in occu- 
pied Jerusalem later Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Christopher was sche- 
duled to travel to Syria on 
Sunday and Jordan on Mon- 
day during his trip. . 

He said before leaving Ale- 
xandria that he had spoken 
with Mr.- Mubarak te-ganr* 
“inside info rmation " about 
recent talks between the 
Egyptian president and bis 
Syrian co un t e rp art Hafez A1 
Assad, as well as a meeting 


Warren Christopher 

he held with Mr. Rabin. 

Mr. Mubarak told journal- 
ists be hoped Israel and Syria 
could “reach a solution by 
the end of this year.” 

A State Dep art men t offi- 
cial said Mr. Mubarak bad 
told Mr. Christopher “not to 
expect toe Syrians to move 
rapidly but by small steps.” 
Syria's chief of staff de- 
clared meanwhile that 
Damascus will never com- 
promise on its demand that 
Israel re t urn all the Syrian 
land it occupies before a 
peace agreement can be 
achieved. 

General Hflcmat Shehabi, 
a long-time key aide of Presi- 
dent Assad, addressing offic- 
er graduates at tire military 
academy in toe northern dry 
-of Ateppo,-stres8edr“Wewill 
not give up our rights, nor 
will we co mp romise cm our 
occupied lands.” 

His remarks capped sever- 
al days of hard-line Syrian 


statements, mainly through 
the state-run media, spelling 
out Syria's position in adv- 
ance of Mr. Christopher’s 
visit. 

At toe same time, renewed 
hostilities have erupted in 
South Lebanon between 
guerrillas and Israel. 

Earlier Saturday, Syria’s 
state-run newspapers de- 
nounced Israeli attacks on 
South Lebanon, two days af- 
ter an air raid that killed eight 
Lebanese civilians and 
wounded 17. 

Tim dailies said the attacks 
were aimed at sabotaging Mr. 
Christopher’s mission. 

Isreal has said the civilians 
were attacked “in error” and 
apologised. Lebanon main- 
tains toe attack was deliber- 
ate and has demanded a 
; of the U.N. Security 


“Israeli's aggression' has 
surprised neither Syria nor 
Lebanon because of toe two 
countries’ convinction that 
Israel does not want an hon- 
orable and just peace,” die 
Tishrin daily wrote. - 

The newspaper said Israel, 
through its “brutal aggres- 
sion, wanted to ruin Mr. 
Christopher's efforts “so that 
be finds himself busy with 
calming down. the situation, 
-instead of endeavouring- to - 
push the peace process for- 
ward.” 

Violence flared again in 
the region Saturday (see sepa- 
rate story). 



Prime Minister Abdul Sahun Mq|aH on Saturday chain a meeting with Jor dania n negotiators also attended by Cabinet 
members (photo by Yousef A1 Allan) 

Jordan to insist on detailed 
talks on water and land 

Anani reports Israel pumping water to Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter • 

AMMAN — Jord ani an nego-* 
tutors will insist on detailed 
discussions of all issues listed 
in the common agenda signed 
between Jordan and Israel 
with particular emphasis on 
the Kingdom’s territorial and 
water rights in negotiations 
with die Jewish state starting 
this week, officials said Satur- 
day. 


Information Minister 
Jawad A1 Anani also wel- 
comed as a “positive initia- 
tive in the right direction" an 
Israeli move to pump Jordan 
River water to Jordanian 
territory in the Jordan Valley 
to meet an urgent need of toe 
area. ■’ 

Dr. Anani said Israel 
started the pumping on 
Thursday. Hie declined to 
provide details of the quanti- 
ty pumped. 


One of Jordan’s key de- 
mands in its negotiations with 
Israel is for a fair share of the 
waters of toe Jordan and 
Yartnouk rivers. In talks held 
last month, Israel agreed to 
address the issue m loose 
terms, but Jordanian dele- 
gates have said that they 
would press the Jewish state 
in upcoming negotiating. 

Speaking to the press after 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
MajaH held a meeting with 


the negotiating team at the 
Foreign Ministry, Dr. Anani 
and Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Talal A1 Has- 
san said Dr. Majali stressed 
the need to uphold Jordan’s 
principled stand on all issues 
under discussion towards 
achieving the Kingdom’s full 
rights and exercises 
sovereignty in all of its soil. 

Mr. Hassan said that dur- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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2 Israeli soldiers killed in 
South Lebanon ambush 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Lebanese guerrillas Jtifled 
two Israeli soldiers and 
woraided - three Israelis in 
rocket attacks Saturday to" 
avenge a deadly Israeli air 
nod as new peace moves got 
underway in toe Middle East. 

The spiraling hostilities in 
South Lebanon sharpened 
tension on the last hot Arab- 
Israeli . war- front as U.S. 
Secretary erf State Warren' 
Guistopher arrived in tbe 
ro»bn seeking to restart stal- 
ed peace talks between 
trad and Syria. 

Israel’ deputy Defence 
Minister Mordechai Gur, 
speaking after toe rocket 
slacks, urged Syria to work 
with Israel to calm tension in 
Sooth Lebanon and break the 
five-month-old negotiating 
stalemate. 

But he warned, that Israel 
uffl continue to respond with 
|®itary force to attacks by 
razbofiah (Party of God), 
tike its mentor Iran 
fcjects the peace process. 

Security forces said Israel 
"acred its forces in south- 
Lebanon after the latest 


Mount 
irt et 


It was the second time 
fsfcel bad reinforced its units 
a the area within two weeks. 

An operation unit, six field 
guns, three jeeps and 
troop carriers arrived 
®otn northern Israel in Mar- 
jjjj*®* the headquarters of 
opto the Israeli army and its 
Proxy miEtia the South Leba- 
"»» Army (SLA) in Israel’s 
*®‘f-declared “security 
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JjHher unspecified rein- 
■°?ceineuts were sent to 
JgcK army positions in 
*®*n' and' Aisbiye in the 
t5o ?to of the self-declared 
controlled in principle 
6 nt*SLA. 

Six .days after toe Buenos 
JS** bombing of a Jewish 
killed at least 100 
on Jnly 18, Israel had 
rested its forces in southern 
jfrnon only some of which 
withdrawn on July 30. 
■Jhe remforcements came 
® .hours after Hfebollah 
r”h ambushed an Israeli 
luing anti-tank rockets 
ga a utomatic weapons. A 
JJ*nd patrol, also in the 
r^mye- sector of toe zone* 
Jj£*tocked with explosives. 


The Israeli army said the 
ambush claimed the lives of 
two soldiers and wounded 
two others. The SLA said at 
least 10 Katyusha rockets hit 
Galilee in northern IsraeL 
Three Israelis were wounded 
in toe attacks. 

Another wave of 
Katyushas also targetted 
Marjayoon- 

Israeli heavy artillery hit 
back with bombardments of 
areas north of the zone, 
security officials in toe region 
said, without reporting 
casualties. 

The escalation of violence 
in the area came after eight 
civilians were killed in an' 
Israeli air strike on Thursday, 
in what Israel admitted was a 
mistake. 

Heavy fighting raged for 
"several boors after Saturday’s 
amhnsh with machine guns 
and .rocket-propelled gre- 
nades, preventing Israeli heli- 
copters from evacuating 
casualties, toe sources re- 
ported. 

The guerrillas fired 12 
Katyusha rockets into the 
zone and near the Israeli 
coastal camping village of 
Moshav Lehman, four 
kilometres south of the bor- 
der. 

Three, children in a house 
that was hit were slightly 
wounded by flying glass. 

Some of the rockets 
crashed harmlessly near the 
headquarters of Antoine 
Lahd, commander of the 
SLA. 

HizboOah said its guerrillas 
carried out the attacks to 
avenge Thursday’s Israeli air 
strike on toe village of Deir 

7-ahrarri 

The dead in the above in- 
cluded two mall children, 
seventeen other Lebanese 
were wounded. 

Hizboflah warned Saturday 
that any Israeli <4 foolbard£> 
ness” in south Lebanon 
against civilians would entail 
“grave consequences.” 

Security sources said 
another Hizbullah squad 
attacked seven SLA posts 
around Arab Saleem as the 
ambush was underway. The 
Israelis r ep orted taking rock- 
et and mortar fire. 

No SLA casualties were 
repented. But three Lebanese 
civilians were sh'ghtiy wound- 
ed when a rocket exploded 


near them northeast of Arab 
Saleem. 

Israeli and SLA militiamen 
retaliated by shelling a duster 
of villages faring the zone 
with more than 300 rounds 
from howitzers, the sources 
said. No casualties were re- 
ported. 

The sources said Israeli 
rs strafed suspected 
infiltration trails in 
the wooded hills of Iqtim A1 
Tufah, a HIzbollab stron- 
ghold. 

South Lebanon usually 
hots up when peace efforts 
gather momentum. 

When Mr. Christopher was 
about to visit the Middle East 
in July 1993, Hizboflah killed 
several Israeli soldiers, trig- 
* gertng a week-long air, sea 
and artillery blitz. 

Nearly 150 people were 
killed and 500 wonnded be- 
fore a Christopher-brokered 
ceasefire halted tbe bloodlet- 
ting on toe understanding 
Hizboflah would stop rocket- 
ing Israel. 

It remains to be seen 
whether Israel will view the 
latest Katyusha attacks as a 
breach of that tacit agree- 
ment. But it usually retaliates 
when its soldiers are killed. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri Saturday discus- 
sed the situation with Trond 
Furfaouvde, commander of 
toe U.N. peacekeeping force 
in South Lebanon whose 
operational zone overlaps the 
Israeli-occupied sector. 

Asked by reporters why 
toe 5,200-strong UJN. force 
does not block Israeli attacks, 
tote Norwegian general said: 
“We can’t say as peacekeep- 
ing forces that we can fight 
back against such actions. We 
don’t have the resources to 
these acts.” 

in is seeking a U.N. 
Security Council debate on 
'the Dor AI Zahrani attack, 
the bloodiest Israeli air raid 
in Lebanon since a Jane 2 
strike on *a Hizboflah base 
that killed up to 50 people. 

A fundamentalist group 
warned Saturday it would mt 
Jewish targets around toe 
world, creating “rivers of 
Mood,” if Israel kept up its 
attack on Lebanon. 

An anonymous telephone 
caller to AFP also renewed a 

(Continued on page 7) 



Arafat secures 
American backing 
on need for funds 


Relatives of eight dvflians kffled Thursday in 
an bnwfi air raid remove the nibbles m the 


ratals of toe missDe fired three-storey house, in 
Deir Al Zahrani, South Lebanon (AFP photo) 


‘Iraq could be part of 
Mideast peace process’ 


By * Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Information 
Minister Jawad Al Anani said 
Saturday Iraq could be part 
of toe Middle East peace 
process by joining the multi- 
lateral phase of toe Arab- 
Israeli negotiations but it was 
op to Israel and Iraq to de- 
cade the issue. 

“I flunk Iraq can play an 
important role, particularly 
that it was Israel which has 
been referring to Iraq in the 
context of regional security,” 
Dr. Anani told the Jordan 
Times. “Every time the issue 
of security comes up Israel 
mentions Iraq.” 

It appeared to be a refer- 
ence to Israel's assertions 
that Iraq and Iran were also 
developing nudear weapons, 
while addressing toe question 
of its own nudear arsenal. 

Asked whether Jordan 
would play any role in bring- 
ing Iraq into the Arab-Israeli 
peace process,. Dr. Anani 
said: “There cannot be an 
answer to that question pure- 
ly on its merits. It is a com- 
plex question.” 


“However, we should 
address the question to Israel 
if they want Iraq to be in- 
volved in the mutilateral 
negotiations on issues like 
security," Dr. Anani told tbe 
Jordan Times. 

Dr. Assam was also inter- 
viewed by Israel Radio on a 
possible role for Iraq in tbe 
peace process. Tbe minister 
gave a similar comment and 
added: 

“There are also issues like 
economic cooperation and 
water. However, weU have 
to wait and see if Iraq will 
take such a derision.” 

Iraq meanwhile denied an 
Israeli newspaper report that 
it had secretly contacted 
Israel with a view to using toe 
Jewish state as a conduit to 
Washington. 

Israel’s Yediot Aharanot 
daily said Friday that an Iraai 
defence official had met witn 
Israeli officials in Europe last 
month and proposed a pack- 
age involving Baghdad’s 
dropping of all territorial 
claims vis-a-vis Kuwait and 
cooperating in the peace pro- 
cess in return for an end to 
toe international sanctions 


against Iraq. 

“The report is fabricated, 
groundless and untrue,” said 
a statement issued by the 
Iraqi embassy in Amman. 
“There was no such meeting* 
whether a month ago or any- 
time else.” 

According to the Yediot 
Aharanot report, which did 
not identify any of the offi- 
cials involved, Iraq proposed 
that Baghdad would pubKriy 
declare that it had no territo- 
rial claims in Kuwait and 
accept the Arab-Israeli peace 
process in return for 
Washington’s agreement to 
end the four-year-old inter- 
national sanctions. 

The report also said that 
Iraq was willing to welcome 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
moves, sell oil to Israel and 
open mutual diplomatic in- 
terest offices. 

It was not the first time toe 
Israeli media had reported 
alleged secret contacts be- 
tween Iraq and Israel after 
the Gulf war, during which 
Iraq fired nearly 40 Scud 
'missiles at toe Jewish state. 

(Continued on page 7) 


ALEXANDRIA (Agencies) 
— Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat got the backing of 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher on Saturday 
for toe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) plea 
that donor nations come for- 
ward quickly with develop- 
ment money. 

But Mr. Christopher also 
said after a meeting with Mr. 
Arafat that he urged toe PLO 
chairman to meet donors* de- 
mands to show toe Palesti- 
nians would account fully for 
fimds donated to develop the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Mr. Christopher was here 
to meet President Hosni 
Mubarak at toe start of 
another U.S. Middle East 
peace shuttle. He also met 
with Mr. Arafat since toe 
PLO leader also was holding 
talks with Mr. Mubarak. 

Mr. Arafat did not talk to 
reporters after the meeting, 
skipping the brief news con- 
ference that Mr. Christopher 
and Mr. Mubarak held. 

The U.S. secretary said toe 
meeting with Mr. Arafat con- 
centrated on the slowness of 
donor money arriving for the 
Palestinian self-rule zones in 
Gaza and Jericho set up 
under a PLO-Israeli agree- 
ment signed in Cairo Last 
May. 

Mr. Christopher noted that 
he already sent a letter to 
donor countries on Friday 
urging them to speed their 
aid. 

“I emphasised the fact that 
my trip to Gaza demons- 
trated to me that time is of 
the essence,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. “It’s important 
that there are projects on the 
ground.” 

He also noted in his letter 
that toe United States was 
financing a bousing project 
and urged other donors to 
follow his example, Mr. 
Christopher said. 

He also noted that he 
urged Mr. Arafat to meet 
demands for documenting 
that toe Palestinians were de- 
veloping a system of accoun- 
tability for tbe aid. He said 
Mr. Arafat was "very forth- 
coming” on toe issue. 


Donor states have prom- 
ised some $2.4 billion to help 
the Palestinians, but the 
money has been slow to ar- 
rive since tbe donors want 
assurances of how it will be 
used. 

Mr. Christopher, whose 
trip is concentrating on 
pushing forward Syrian- 
Israeli peace talks, said be 
had talked with Mr. Mubarak 
about toe Egyptian leader’s 
recent meetings with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Syrian President 
Hafez Assad. 

Mr. Christopher also noted 
that Mr. Ararat raised some 
issues about toe ' Israelis that 
he had also talked about with 
Mr. Mubarak. Aides had said 
in advance that the PLO 
leader would bring up wbat 
he regarded as delays in 
Israel’s implementation of 
the autonomy agreement. 

Without going into toe 
PLO's problems with Israel, 
Mr. Christopher said the Un- 
ited States would be helpful 
on toe issue “if we can.” 

Nabil Shaath, the chief 
Palestinian peace negotiator 
who was accompanying Mr. 
Arafat, said in advance that 
the focus of the talks with 
Mr. Mubarak would be slow- 
ness in implementing the 
autonomy agreement for 
Gaza and Jericho. 

“Until now the way the 
agreement has been im- 
plemented is very disappoint- 
ing,” Dr. Shaath said. 

On Friday, Mr. Arafat 
complained bitterly that 
Israel still had not accepted 
an arrangement for Palesti- 
nians to pass back and forth 
between tbe two self-rule 
zones and that Palestinian 
products were being blocked 
from Israel. 

Mr. Arafat accused Mr. 
Rabin of not actively pushing 
to implement autonomy for 
the Palestinians. 

“I hold Rabin responsible 
for the delays and obstacles 
m implementing the agree- 
ment." Mr. Arafat said dur- 
ing a meeting in Gaza with 
Israeli Arab members of Mr. 
Rabin’s Labour Party. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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No Israeli-Syrian peace 
without direct talks — U.S. 


SHANNON AIRPORT, Ire- 
land (Agencies) — Israel and 
Syria will never make peace 
without returning to direct 
negotiations but for now the 
U.S. mediation role is critic- 
al, a senior U.S. official said 
Friday. 

The official, travelling with 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher on his latest 
Middle East peace mission, 
said that while Israel, and 
Syria are now seriously en- 
gaged in detailed negotia- 
tions on the Golan Heights* 
“wide gaps" remain in their 
positions and it is unclear 
how soon peace might be 
achieved. 


Assad, Israeli Prime-Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLOj 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 
Mr. Christopher wants to 
“compare notes" on peace 
efforts. 

He then visits Israel and 
Syria. Also, hoping to boost 
the Israel-Jordan declaration 
signed in Washington on July 
25. Mr. Christopher will par- 
ticipate in ceremonies mark- 
ing a new border crossing 
between Israel' and Jordan. 
The crossing is between the 
.Red Sea port towns of Eilat 


might occur. 

He believes Mt. Assad 
would reject a partial accord ■ 
with Israel and opt for "de- 
tails hammered out in adv- 


and' Aqaba. 
Whether 


But both sides agree that if 
Washington ended its current 
efforts to carry and explain 
proposals between Israel and 
Syria, forward movement in 
the peace process would 
come to a halt, said the offi- 
cial. briefing reporters on 
Mr. Christopher's plane on 
condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Christopher ended a 
Middle East peace mission 
only two weeks ago. He de- 
cided to return there because 
“we saw on the last trip a 
move... into more engage- 
ment on the substance (be- 
tween Israel and Syria) and 
we were not really keen at 
letting a long time go by" 
before continuing those talks, 
the official said. 

“We want to cement and 
create deeper roots for those 
kinds of discussions so that 
we don't have other factors 
intrude on that which would 
make it more difficult to try 
to make headway.” 

Mr. Christopher's U.S. Air 
Force jet refuelled at Shannon 
Airport, Irefand, before 
travelling on to Alexandria, 
Egypt, where he was to meet 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Saturday. 

Mr. Mubarak recently met 
Syrian President Hafez A1 


Whether Mr. Christopher 
meets Mr. Arafat on this 
swing through the region is 
unknown at this point, U.S. 
officials said. 

Mr. Christopher's mission 
is to try to draw Syria further 
into the momentum for over- 
all peace and cement prog- 
ress made between Israel and 
Jordan and Israel and the 
Palestinians. 


Mr. Christopher, speaking 
to radio reporters on Thurs- 
day, cited what he called new 
signs that President Assad is 
serious about peace with 
Israel, although he predicted 
no immediate breakthroughs. 

The senior official who 
briefed reporters on the 
plane, however, said Israel- 
Syrian negotiations are 
“going to be a long process... 
painstaking." 

“There can be no deal if it 
is not done directly” between 
Israel and Syria, lie said. But 
he stressed if Israel and Syria, 
now resumed face-to-face 
talks suspended in February 
“you would not have an 
effort to close gaps.” 

President Clinton has said 
he hopes the two sides could 
achieve a breakthrough by 
the end of 1994. But die 
senior official said he could 
not predict when progress 


Mr. Christopher also plans 
to ask Mr. Assad again to try 
to curb the pro-Iraifian Hiz- 
boll ah group that is suspected 
of involvement in recent 
bombings against Jewish 
targets. 

“Syria does not control 
Hizbollah (but they) do oper- 
ate from places in Lebanon 
and Syria has demonstrated 
from time to time an ability- 
to affect their behaviour,” an 
official said. 

Mr. Christopher said 
Thursday: “The main thing 
we're doing now is to facili- 
tate the negotiation by car- 
rying messages back* and 
forth between the parties and 
helping the parties to probe 
for the grounds' of agree-- 
ment. 

“Hie issues are tough and 
they're intertwined and in- 
terrelated. These are the 
issues of * what constitutes a 
normalisation, what consti- 
tutes peace, how the with- 
drawal shall come about, 
what security measures are 
necessary. And I think the 
United States can play a role 
by helping the parties probe 
what the possibilities are and 
what the combinations of 
putting together the various 
elements of peace are. 

“The parties at the present 
time are not prepared to 
meet directly at the level of 
heads of government and 
have asked me to play this 
role with them. So it’s a 
farilitative role, but I think 
also the United States is 
bringing to it the experience 
we've had from prior peace 
negotiations of ■ helping- the 
party to break deadlocks," 
bring stalemates to an end ■ 
and move the process ' for- 
ward.” 


Reporter’s firing heightens 


concerns about freedom 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Jerusalem’s only 
Arabic newspaper 
announced that it will no 
longer publish the work of a 
veteran Palestinian journal- 
ist, raising fears that the new 
self-rule government will not* 
tolerate dissent. 

A1 Quds said on its front 
page Friday that Daoud Kut- 
tab's offence was organising a 
petition urging Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to lift 
his week-old ban on the Al 
Nahar daily. 

The action followed the 
temporary detention of a 
Muslim fundamentalist re- 
porter for “incitement 
against the Palestinian 
National Authority” for his 
criticism of the Israel-Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace process. He was 
released after three weeks. 

“I understand the press- 
ures on the new govern- 
ment,” Mr. Kuttab, 39. told 
the Associated Press. "It is 
easier to tolerate freedom of 
expression when you are 
strong.” 

But Mr. Kuttab. an Arafat 
backer who wrote for Al 
Quds for seven years, said he 
had done nothing to warrant 
dismissal. ”1 am not against 
Al Quds or Arafat.” he said. 
“But they are wrong, and 
maybe they have to leant the 
hard way.’* 

Mr. Arafat's spokesman, 
Nabil Abu Irdeineb, declined 
to discuss the situation, 
saying it was a “personnel 
matter" between Al Quds 


and Mr. Kuttab. 

Mr. Arafat and his aides 
insist the PLO government in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
guarantees freedoms, of 
speech, press and assembly. 
The PLO complained loudly 
when Israel censored the 
Arabic press during the 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule. 

Now, the Palestinian press 
debate is headline news on 
Israeli Hebrew, Arabic and 
English radio stations and 
newspapers — outlets that 
Palestinians can readily turn 
to if they find their own press 
too muzzled. 

Moderate Palestinians 
have scheduled weekend 
strategy sessions on how to 
challenge the decisions by the 
PLO government. 

The Muslim fundamental- 
ist Hamas, which opposes the 
peace process, planned a sit- 
in Saturday outside the Gaza 
Gty municipal council “to de- 
mand our rights,” including 
open elections and a free 
press. The group is irate that 
only Arafat loyalists were 
given seats on the new 
council. 

Hamas also criticised the 
Palestinian authority's three- 
week detention of Hani 
Abed, a supporter of the 
fundamentalist Islamic Jihad 
movement who was accused 
of “incitement” for dispatch- 
es critical of the peace pro- 
cess. 

PLO security officials, last- 
week barred Al Nahar from 
being distributed in Gaza and 


Jericho, accusing it of operat- 
ing without a licence and 
downplaying government 
press statements. 

Many' saw the move as an 
attempt by the PLO to retali- ■ 
ate for the July 25 Jordah- 
Israel declaration. 


On the Al Nahar issue, Mr. 
Irdeineh reiterated that “any 
newspaper can publish if it 
obtains a legal licence,'’ but 
suggested that Al Nahar 
wood not quality. 

“A newspaper has to be a 
Palestinian newspaper, not 
related to any other place in 
the world,*' Mr. Abu 
Irdeineh said. 


Staffers at both AJ Quds 
and Al Nahar said their pub- 
lishers would not be available 
to comment. 


Renter adds: Palestinian 
journalists gathered - in the 
West Bank town of RamaHah 
on Saturday to discuss ways 
to fight the restrictions on 
their freedom by the Palesti- 
nian authority. 


Journalists at the meeting 
said after years of- fighting 
Israeli oppression and cen- 
• sorship, they now had to de- 
fend themselves against a 
crackdown by the Palestinian 
authority. 


“I think the more unified 
Nlestinian journalists are. 
i~e more effective we will be 
in deterring the authorities 
and publishers from interfer- 
ing in freedom of the press,” 
said Mr. Kuttab. 



FUNERAL: Relatives of the right Lebanese dvffians kfled 
Thursday In ap Israel air raid an a three sto rey house in 
Deir Al Zahnnri carry five of the <•"****>■ do r te g the fimeral 


ceremonies Friday hi the sou t hern Lebanon 
photo) . 


Iranian 
riot city 
returning 
to normal 


Saudi jewel affair turns thriller 


TEHRAN. (R) — Life ip 
the Iranian city of Qazvin,' 
hit by riots this week, was 
returning .to normal on 
Saturday with, most shops 
and offices open, local 
journalists said. 

The reporters, ' con- 
tacted by telephone from 
Tehran, said police pat- 
rols could be seen from 
. time to time in the aty but 

- the tate of aege -imposed 
by police, on Friday 
appeared to have been 
lifted. 

“You* can see -police 
patrols come' and go in the 
streets bat the unrest 
seems .to be over,” one 
said.- 

Offidab on Friday said 
four banks and 12 shops 
were ransacked and 20 
people detained since the 
riots erupted on Wednes- 
day over the city’s de- 
mand to become a pro- 
vince. Ten ' of. those 
arrested were later re- 
leased. 

the protests began af- 
ter the Iranian parliament 
voted narrowly against 
separating Qazvin from. 
Zanjan province. 

“Qaznm people I have 
met seemed to be happy 
with the news that then- 
city is to merge with 
Tehran- province,” 
another journalist said. 

The government on 
Thursday partially bowed 
to the demands of the 
people of Qazvin by 
■separating it from Zanjan - 
and joining'it with Tehran 
province. 

Until now Qazvin, 150 - 
kilometres northwest of 
Tehran, has .had to con- 
duct its official business 
with Tehran through the 
city pf Zanjan. Its binds 
from' the central govern- 
ment also had' to pass 
through Zanjan. 

- Joining -Tehran pro- 
vides better access to the 
capital, but falls short of 
becoming an independent 
province.- 


BANGKOK (AFP) — The 
theft of a -fortune in .Saudi 
jewels has taken a sinister 
new twist with a bloody 
double-murder amid allega- 
tions that senior police offi- 
cials are implicated in the 

affair 

The murderous twist came 
with the dayiogs this week of v 
the wife and teenage son of a 
key witness in the case, which . 
begin five years ago when 
jewelry worth $20 millio n was 
stolen from the home of a 
prince in Saudi Arabia. 

The Saudi charge d'affaires- 
in Bangkok, Mohammad 
Said Khoja, has worked for* 
four years to recover the - 
jewels — stolen m 1989 by a 
Thai servant - s — and has led a 
crusade to punish those 're- 
sponsible and their accom- 
plices. • 

“This ' time, they, cannot, 
cover up,” Mr. Khoja told 
AFP Friday, But be added 
that in Thailand “everything 
is posable.” 

The '34-year-old wife and ' 
14-year-old. son of wealthy 
jeweler Sand Srithanakan 
were found murdered Mon- 
day in their luxury car on a 
highway some 100 kilometres 
north of Bangkok in Sarabori 
province. ’ 

Mr. Santi, who had drop- 
ped put of right before the 
murders, foiled to attend 
tbeir funeral Thursday, 
Arrested and interrogated in 
-foe Saudi gems case, he is 
considered a key state' wit- 
ness. 


“Santi had bought the 
jewels from two police gener- 
ate. He was about* to men- 
tion their name in his testi- 
mony. That’s why he's so 
afraid, and he’s still hiding,” 
Mr. Khoja said, adding: “Be- 
hind the kfllers, there are 
very, very big people.” 
Some of Thailand’s most 
senior police officials are sus- 
pected of posable involve- 
ment in the controversial 


The former police chief un- 
til last January, General 
Sawasdi Amomvivat, and his 
.deputy, Gen. Sanong Wata- 
nawarankoon, have been 
given until the end of toe 
month to surrender for ques- 
tioning over their roles in the 
case. 

. As a senator in Thailand’s 
upper house, the former 
police director-general is pro- 
tected by parliamentary im- 
munity' until the current ses- 
sion ends later this month. 
He has not yet responded to. 
toe summons. 


“If they don’t surrender, I 
will catch them myself,” the 
new police chief, Gen. Rratin 
Santrprapop, said recently. 

Among the eight people 
already charged in connec- 
tion with the case are seven 
police officers, including 
Gen. Cbalor Kerdhet, who is 
still, on active duty. 

The Saudi authorities were 
intonated when in 1991, after 
toe capture of the thief, not 
all the gems were returned 


and much of what was given 
. back turned out to be crude 
fakes, with many Of the best 
pieces having vanished. 

The thief, sentenced to five 
years in jaD in Thailand, was 
freed after two years and 
sevent months. 

Police suspect Santi dis- 
posed of .some of the jewelry 
through his Bangkok shop. 

Thai press reports quoted 
unidentified sources involved 
in toe investigation as saying 
that several high-ranking 
-police officials had divided 
the jewels ap among toem- 
: selves and their subordinates 
and were helped by jewelers. 

Two weeks before the 
slaying of Mr. Santi ’s wife 
and son, they were kidnap- 
ped for a week and then 
released. Mr. Santi himself 
had been abducted for three 
days not long after being 
threatened in an attempt to 
prevent him from -revealing 
the names of the high- 
ranking police officials in- 
' volved, press reports said. 

The new police chief has 
committed himself to wrap- 
ping up the invetigation be- 
fore he retires in September: 

■ Saudi Arabia sees this as a - 
- condition .that must be fulfil- 
led before if lifts sanctions it 
has imposed on Thailand. 
These include a ban on visas 
for Thai workers, who 
formerly sent significant 
amounts of money home 
from Saudi Arabia, and a 
downgrading qf the Saudi 
embassy in Bangkok. 


Food starts ‘No reinstatement of Jawara’ 


arriving for 
Rwandans 


(Continued from page 12) 


(Continued from page 12) 
gar. Khan, said that an. in- 
terim assessment by a team of 
human rights observers sent 
to probe media reports of 
harassment had found* “no, 
evidence of a pattern.” but 
admitted “there may have 
been some incidents.” - 
Evoking the horrors of the 
three-month- civil .war in 
Rwanda. Mr. Khan -com- 
mented: “Given the degree 
of bloodshed and massacres 
(that took place), I think it’s 
to be expected that some 
incidents might happen.” 


any foreign body, this was 
purely internal,” he said. 

Political analysts in Seneg- 
al have suggested President 
Abdou Diouf might have 
been glad to see- the back of 
Mr. Jawaia, whom he 
blamed for the collapse of toe 
Senegambia federation in 
19891 

Col. Sabally said they had 
good relations with Senegal, 
which surrounds Gambia on 
three sides. 

Nigeria provided toe com- 
mander of the Gambian army 
under a 1992 defence pact but 
toe government appointed a 
Gambian to the post a -few 
days ago. 

Lt. Sabally said Gambia. 


remained committed to toe 
defence pact and wanted 70 
Nigerian military advisers to 
stay on. 

“That’s what they are there 
for, we still need them,” he 
said. 

Lt. Sabally said he and 
Sierra Leone’s head pf state 
Captain Valentine Strasser 
had found they had a lot in 
common. 

“We are both soldiers,” he 
said. 

Ghana, where Jeny Rawl- 
ings made toe transition from 
military leader to elected civi- 
lian president, is now the 
only former British colony in 
West Africa with a civilian 
government. ■ 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


CMbolk CM T ti. 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:60 Fontomc&cn Heritage 

MW0 New* in French 

18:4$ Fauh Pa» Rcvtrr 

NcwsmHctnvw 

News in Arabic 

Coadi 

2»:I8 Stolen Lives 

ErfO New* in English 

2131 The House <rf 


Artneatan Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Epfcnin Chart* Td. 7717S1. 
Amman Interndml Quoth Td. 

652526. 

Enngfal Lutheran Church Tel: 
82432$. 

Gcrma u ipc a Mnn Emngdicii Cm- 
gregrion Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Safari Td. 654932 
Chorcb of Wiar a t Tel. 67569 1, 
The EnageOcti Local C&nrefc hi 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


PRAYER TIMES 


Tel. 81 1295 


0*23 Fajr 

U5:*9 (Sunrise) Duha 

1141 Dhuhr 

1&22 -Asr' 

19i34 Maghreb 

21:01 'Isha 


WEATHER 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Sa'id Ali 788285 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab ........... 602507 

Dr. Imam Al Asmar 890540 

Dr. Nklal As'ad 751672 
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Normal summer weather condi- 
tions wi|} prevail with winds north- 
fccsicriy .moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be oonheriy 
moderate and seas cairn. 
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Yemen 


SANAA (R) — Yemen js 
trying to get back an airlift- 
er belonging to toe south, 
em Yemeni airline Yenida 
which was flown to Egypt 
when the Sanaa govern- 
ment crushed a southern 
secessionist attempt. 

“Contacts are under Way 
with Egyptian authorities 
for the return of the Boejng 
■707," Al Gomhouria news- 
paper on Saturday quoted 
Yemda’s acting chairman, 
said Sin an Nagiri, assaying. 

“There is positive under- 
standing from the Egyptian 
brothers,” he added. 0 

Earlier in toe week, the 
United Arab Emirates re- 
turned to Yemen threfe 
Yemeda planes — two 
Boeing 737s and an Airbus- 
310 — flown out when 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh's forces defeated the 
secessionists in July. 

Mr. Nagtii said the twa- 
month civil war cost top 
airline $30 million. 

Former south and north 
Yemen merged in May 
1990, but their respective 
national airlines, Yemda 
and Yemenia, were not in- 
tegrated- I 

Mr, Nagui said Yemda’s 
fleet consisted of aa 
Airbus-310, two Boeing 
737s, two Dash-7 aircraft. 
— all now part- of the 
Yemenia fleet — plus the 
Boeing 707 now in Egypt! - 






Brigade said to be back 


'fensport 


A southern Yemeni bi> 
.gade which fled to toe border 
between Yemen and Saud 
Arabia after the end of ftw 
civil war, has returned home, 
an official source said bn 
Friday. * ; 

The source said the Bawa- 
zir mechanised brigade and, a 
number of other battalias 
which fled when the war <n* 
ded on July 7 with the defeat 
of the southerners, came 
back on Thursday to tike 
advantage of an amnesty 
granted by President Saleh 1 to 
southern rebels. The amrtesty 
expires on Aug. 15. . 

There was no independent 
confirmation! 

Former Vice-Presidem.ahd 
leader of the Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) Ali Salem *A1 
Beidfa declared a breakaway 
state in the south on May 21. 
It collapsed when Mr. Saleh’s 
forces captured Aden, capital 
of the secessionist state. Jiir. 
Beidh fled to Oman. 

The source said secession- 
ists flew most of the war- 
planes they had to Djibouti. 
“They are starting to come 
back ,” he said but declined to 
give figures. * 

He added that six naval 
vessels which had fled ;to 
Oman had also returned -to 
Yemen. Three helicopters 
still in Oman were expected 
back shortly. ; 

The Defence Ministry said 
on Wednesday that 5,500 
Yemenis had returned to Ye- 
men. The official source s?id 
they came from the border 
area with Oman and included 
4,020 soldiers and their 
weapons. He named Colonel 
Saleh Ali, commander of tb: 
eastern front and his staff, % 
one of toe returnees. . 
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MARKET PRICES 


Vppcr/lowcr price in fils per kg l 


Apple 600/400 

Banana: 680 

Banana (Mukammar)' 620 

Cabbage [20/80 

Carrot 2 WIM 

Cauliflower 16 VSU 

Cucumbers (large) 140/80 

Cucumbers (small) ....... 240 / 1« 

Eggplani 180 / 100 

Fig 45ff250 

Garlic 800600 

Grapes 340 / 240 

Lemon 460/320' 

Marrow (large) ;. ISO / 100 

Marrow (small) 320 / 220 

Mulukhiah I5Q/80 

Okra 1000/ 600 

Orange 500/304 

Onion (dry) 250 / ■» 

Plumb 700 / 500' 

Sweet Melon lSVlOd- 

£cppcr (hot) ............... 240 H60 

Pepper (sweet) 240/160 

Potato 4001250 

Peaches 800/500 

Tomato ; 130/70 

String beans 400 / 3WJ 

Watermelon 130 ISO 
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AMMAN (Petra) — IDs 
Afajesty Cog Hussein Satur- 
day received cables of sup- 
port and appreciation for Ins 
Utest steps directed at 


t] The King received a joint 
a* cable from the leaders and 

T members of the Union of 

gj jjjti Welfare Societies and voluq- 
* to? centres in Zarqa, ex- 
wpqang their total support 
Ill'll for King Hussein's brave step 

*■11 towards seeming peace in the 
1 rryo n and his endeavours to 

g vr,_ iSd a modern Jordan. 

VW The cable added that 
a/ l^l although the path of peace is 
difficult, it is foe one which 
1.4 a D the people of Jordan have 

Vo mu h *?“* Hn s»m. 

_f ei back a. -and it is the right one. The 
a- ln S io ijk. ‘ f^hle said that “with foe wise 
h v/ n ‘^%v; leadership of His Majesty 
, { lown [oi wd his abffity to handle cri- 
Jj* Sanaa .."deal issues, foe region shall 
^hed a >= pmoy the security and stabil- 

are iC, Bug Hussein also received 
A ptian a^ashmlar cable from the Arab 
a?^ 171 of ibet' -Youth Fonnn/Zarqa Branch, 
Al G ^mho Ur . ;' J 5 BTp«ssing support for his 
, ° n Sa[u^‘V f *inave and sincere steps to 
;. a s acting 4ead Jordan and the Arab and 
•man Nag^ ^ .Laurie nations to peace, 
lere is posiii^J; security and prosperity in foe 
in S from ifa £5- region, which has suffered 
he adJ'^jw* long enough.” 

ner in th. 1 ?n i li„ 


g receives cables of support 
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V er In the a ai i Premia receives eM** , . . 

d Arab Emi^ f ■ reaching just and honoi 

d to Ye ra „ - Pritne Minister Abdul peace in the Middle E 
da plane. ? Sala* Majali also received The students said 

S 737s and an " 

VSSf- NEWS IN BRIEF 

s force s defeat-- * — 

lOnists in " - 

N agui said Princess Basma tours Mafraq 

civil war nJ-' ' 

$30 milbon MAFRAQ (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Ba 
Tier south arid- Saturday toured Mafraq Govemorate and foe nortl 
n merged in ' ^ ™d* a region. Citizens in foe two areas who received 
bui then ;«!>- Princess voiced their allegiance to the Hashemite 1- 
a [ airlines v ers ^p and support for His Majesty King Hussein’s mi 
menia. wen ' tamed at adrieving a just, lasting and honourable peac 

,'ilia mmww anil iMimim TnHamgfi ritrVitc /nti‘ 


several cables of support and 
appreciation for King Hns- 
sem’s moves to arrive at a 
just, durable and comprehen- 
sive peace. 

The prime minister re- 
ceived a cable from foe Stu- 
»dent Council of the Physical 
Education Faculty at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan e x press in g 
its foil support for foe recent 
steps aimed at regaining 
Jor danian national rights and 
reaching just and honourable 
peace in the Middle East. 

The students said these 


Princess Basma tours Mafraq 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 
Saturday toured Mafraq Govemorate and the northern 
Tmdia region. Citizens in foe two areas who received the 
Princess voiced their allegiance to the Hashemite lead- 
ership and support for His Majesty King Hussein’s moves 
rimed at adrieving a just, lasting and honourable peace in 
*foe region and r egaining Jordanian rights. The citizens 
Nacuj «;d y_ expressed their readiness to offer sacrifices to maintain 
consist d j national unity and voiced joy over foe return of the King 
■- 31 L < . ca p - after his successful mission on the road to peace. At Mafraq 
rwn b - School, Princess Basma opened a wool dyeing centre 
now T ? ^established by foe Queen Alia Fund for Sodal Develop- 
■ p _ meat with foe objectives of increasing foe incomes of 

Tn -7 -h families benefiting from its services. 

.'U / now m £r 

ie said to ' Tran# P° rt delegation to head for Romania 

• AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary General of foe Ministry of 
mihem Yeur Transport Awad Tell Sunday will leave Amman for 
lich fled tote; .* Bucharest at foe head of a delegation that is scheduled to 
it Yemen je: 1 talks with Romanian officials on means of facilitating 
after the the transit of Jordanian trades through Romanian territory, 

r. has return; . The talks will also deal with activating an agreement sighed 
cial source c .- between the Jordanian and Romanian governments in 1975 
conce rnin g tire transport of passengers and goods between 
ource said tki - die two countries. Toe delegation includes representatives 
lanised brincf:-;* ; «f the ministries of Finance, Interior and Ttansport in 
of other leifaHMon to a representative of the private sector. 

fuly^wiib^ '1 tand department collects JD 5.5m 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Land and Survey Department has 
1 Thursdav r - jd 5,486,590 in revenues July, reflecting an 

Jy increase of seven per cent over the previous month, 

' -toconfo® to Department Director General All Gharaibeh. 

1 re ^ ‘ ' Mr. Gharaibeh said last month’s revenues witnessed a drop 

on Aug >-• ©f 17 per cent compared to foe same period last year when 
was no uwepc - {he department collected JD 6,588,888 in revenues, 
ifion. . 

r vice-Prat fj CDD responds to 518 emergencies 

the Yemeni; 

fSPl Ali Safe ■ AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department 


k I X grease of seven per cent over the previous month, 
' LTTi -toconfo® to Department Director General Ali Gharaibeh. 
1 ret ? S ‘ ' Mr. Gharaibeh said last month’s revenues witnessed a drop 

on Aug ]-• . x& 17 per cent compared to foe same period last year when 
was no uwepc - fhe department collected JD 6^588,888 in revenues. 
it*on. . 

r vice-Prat fj CDD responds to 518 emergencies 

the Yemeni; 

fSPl Ali Safe ■ AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department 
blared a bii£ (CDD) last week dealt with 518 incidents in various parts of 

he south on ^ the Kingdom, according to CDD Director of Public 

;eil when Mr.* Relations Captain Abdul Raouf Ma'aytah. Of the total 
ptured Adeo.e - number, be said, tire department responded to 61 fires, 452 
cessionisi sat-' - other emergencies in which 13 people died. 

ur« said ses Karak fortress renovation finished 

ev* had KARAK (Petra) — The Antiquities Department has 
porting k ; "" com pleted maintenance and renovation works at foe Karak 
C d but d^ ‘ according to Karak antiquities inspector Hakem 

AI Mahameed. Mr. Mahameed said foe two-month renova- 
f.H that 470,1 wo **s included restoring facades, walls, towers and 
u- u hid ^ ' ^twbs. He said foe church and the mfll areas were also 

: “ 

Threc he I- - 5. African T.V. airs Jordan democracy 

man were & . 

ilv. . PRETORIA (Petra) — South African Television screened 

fence M |f1lSfl v a documentary on Jordan on the occasion of opening the 
,esd3V that _ Kingdom’s embassy in Proteria. The film featured foe 

' . ■ - 3 :.. ■■ a TjMn.li Dnm Pfftn 


i ad retunied^. touristic attractions of Amman, Jera&h, Wadi Rum, Petra, 

official the Dead Sea and Aqaba, and the services and facilities 

■ from iN vl offered to tourists. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


FUHE1S FIFTH FESTIVAL 

* Concert by Tafikh, Ma’an, and Azraq musical bands at 
21:06. 

FILM 

Ufa MrtitM l *Tran” at the American Center at 17:00. 

DRAMAS 

^ Monod rama: “Anthotogy of Martyrdom and Erik” at 
- foe Royal Cultural Centre at 20:00. 

& Melodrama for children hi Arabic entitled “The ChB- 
dres’s Garden” at Haya Cultural Centre at 17:00. 

CONCERT 

^ Concert by “The Family Intern atio nal Group” at tire 
Royal Cultural Centre at 20ri». 


fr EnHhWnn of water prints by Sudanese artist Abdul 
Qadir AlBakMt at Baiadna Art Gallery, Gardens Street 
(TeL 687598). 

: * &nmk exhibition by artist Haidar Ra’oof at the Royal 

^ Cnhnral Centre. 

* Jordan Industi ie s Expo at the International Motor 
. Exhibition (TeL 653854). 

'fr RrMtAfna entitled * < Environmentfll Technologies: A 

■ JYareflhig Information Centre” at the American Center. 



Rural area teachers learn how to 
help students with special needs 


moves are “blessed and great 
efforts stemming from a sin- 
cere sense of belonging and 
loyalty to this homeland and 
its people.” 

The cable said that King 
Hussein chose Dr. Majali to 
lead this battle for peace be- 
cause “His Majesty saw in 
you a loyal man that can 
overcome obstacles and face 
up to unwelcomed currents." 
It added that this courageous 
step brought Jordan back 
into foe lead in the interna- 
tional arena and put an end 


to some attempts io push the 
Kingdom into the margins. 

The prune minister also 
received several cables from 
foreign ministers supporting 
foe Washington Declaration 
signed between King Hussein 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and apprecia- 
ting foe step towards estab- 
lishing just and comprehen- 
sive peace in foe Middle 
East. 

The cables came from tire 
foreign ministers of Canada, 
Brazil and Italy. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For 23 days, 
60 teachers from different 
parts of foe Kingdom are 
attending a training semi- 
nar on pre-school stages 
education and special 
needs associated with it. 

The training, which 
started on Aug. 1, concen- 
trates on teachers in rural 
areas and methods to assist 
students with special needs. 

The trainees are being 
instructed by Christine 
Meleady-Dewick and Anne 
D’Aquila, two volunteers 
invited by Al Zahra" Wel- 
fare Society for Children 
(ZWSCC). Both women 
are children service direc- 
tors and work at the Shef- 
field Children's Centre 
(SCC) in England. 

“We are providing a 
programme of training that 
incorporates an early years 
training programme and 
special needs program- 
mes,” Ms. Meleady- 
Dewick said. 

She told the Jordan 
Times that the course is 
targetted for teachers, 


occupational therapists, 
physiotherapists and soda! 
workers. 

“We are hoping to raise 
teachers' awareness of chil- 
dren with disabilities such 
as hearing, vision or speak- 
ing problems.” said Ms. 
Meleady-Dewick. 

She said many children 
have other needs that are 
not acknowledged by teachers 
These needs, she ex- 
plained, stem from prob- 
lems related to emotional 
disturbances, injuries sus- 
tained since birth or child 
abuse. 

“We want to highlight 
other students* abilities, 
and encourage the educa- 
tors to use learning objec- 
tives and programmes to 
extend students' abilities," 
Ms. D’Aquila said. 

The training programme 
will focus on “learning 
through playing,” which, 
according to Ms. D’Aqufla, 
combines both theoretical 
and practical applications 
which are designed to en- 
hance participants' know- 
ledge, skills and confi- 
dence. 

“Play is an essential com- 
ponent in foe lives and de- 


velopment of chfldren and 
its benefit should never be 
underestimated. Play is 
central to the physical, so- 
cial, intellectual, emotion- 
al, creative and recreation- 
al life of each child,” she 
Said. 

According to Ms. D'A- 

S uila, research has shown 
tat play is universal and 
that all Teaming is based 
upon past experiences. 

As a result, she said, 
“different perspectives 
have been brought to bear 
on the subject, foe majority 
purporting that play is vital 
to the acquisition of know- 
ledge ana to well-being of 
tire human race.” 

Ms. Meleady-Dewick 
said the methods used in 
tire play theory aim at faci- 
litating and encouraging 
play opportunities and ex- 
periences through active 
exploration and discovery 
in a play environment so 
that children will be able to 
make sense of their world. 

Tire SCC is a comprehen- 
sive child service that oper- 
ates nationally in Britain. 
The ce n tre also works in- 
ternationally providing 


direct services as well as 
consulting and training ser- 
vices to Italy, Ireland, 
Pakistan, the United 
States, Spain, Brazil and 
Jordan. 

Hanna Kurdi, president 
of the ZWSCC, said the 
SCC and the ZWSCC are 
currently "establishing a 
range of provisions in the 
southern areas of Jordan, 
as well as a training prog- 
ramme for early years in 
education and special 
needs." 

According to Ms. Kurdi, 
ZWSCC, established in 
1987, aims at proriding 
comprehensive care and 
support for children and 
their families who are suf- 
fering from the effects of 
severe poverty and de- 
privation in the Kingdom. 

“We are trying to serve 
all students with special 
needs in rural areas be- 
cause we feel that they lack 
such services,** Ms. Kurdi 
said. 

“We are also concentrat- 
ing on training teachers in 
rural areas because they 
are in direct contact with 
these children," she said. 


.Armed Forces pursue interaction to 
advance development in all sectors 


By Rima Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — On its third day 
Saturday, foe Second Jorda- 
nian Science Week, orga- 
nised by the Jordanian 
Armed Forces in coordina- 
tion with the Higher Council 
of Science and Technology 
(HCST) witnessed the pre- 
sentation of several working 
papers including foe experi- 
ence of the armed forces 
abroad, tire importance of 
Jordan’s geographic position 
in the development of the 
country, and discussions on 
the policies and strategies of 
foe National Document on 
Science and Technology. 

Additional working papers 
on foe extraction of uranium 
and its use, water treatment, 
electronic wars and com- 
munication systems were pre- 
sented by experienced en- 
gineers from the armed 
forces. 

"The participation of the 
armed forces, for foe first 
time in tire science week, has 
so far been very constructive, 
especially considering their 
major contribution to foe 
advancement of .all foe sec- 
tors of the.. Kingdom,'* said 
Trial Akasbeh, director of 
foe development sector at the 
General Secretariate of foe 
HCST. 

As well as their continuous 
efforts to maintain safety and 
structural stability in all re- 
gions of the country, tire 
armed forces help education- 
al institutions, like the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology (JUST), in pro- 


viding training to students in 
any specialised field, in addi- 
tion to the coordinated re- 
search to build a remote- 1 
controlled aircraft at the Uni- 
versity. 

Also the armed forces inte- 
grate with Mu'tah University 
on studies on foe use of wind 
energy systems. 

Brigadier General Abdul 
Wahab Kharabsheh, pur- 
chasing manager of the 
armed forces, said, “our 
capabilities and our share of 
educated and well-informed 
individuals are more than 
sufficient, even in oompari- 
son with the more 
technically-advanced coun- 
tries, to enable us to proceed 
with carefully-planned steps 
towards- development,” 
which is one of the many 
the mes of th e science week. 

Development, however, as 
the general said, is not a 
simple matter that can be 
accomplished in a limited 
period of time. It requires the 
well-timed and 
appropriately-studied efforts 
in all sectors, including 
education, agriculture and in- 
dustry. The major steps to 
concentrate on are creating 
the “right balance” and 
allowing for foe "parallel” 
development of all institu- 
tions, be said. 

Third-world countries 
should not focus on en- 
couraging the growth of cer- 
tain superficial aspects, but 
should choose the modifica- 
tion of somewhat hiddeo fac- 
tors that are essential for 
development, according to 


Brig. Gen. Kharabsheh. 
Naturally, he added, educa- 
tion and integration of all 
institutions are at the top of 
foe list of these factors. 

“We should not talk about 
development in one field 
separately from the other 
fields. Each establishment 
must synchronise its efforts 
with the other establish- 
ments, whether private or 
governmental, because at the 
end, all will proceed forward 
together as one unit,” the 
general maintained. 

Preliminary steps towards 
achieving this are outlined in 
the science week objectives, 
foremost among which is the 
“bridging among all institu- 
tions in the Kingdom,” winch 
will- result in “each getting 






Participants to the Second Jordanian Sci- 
ence Week, organised by the Armed 
Forces in cooperation with the Higher 


Council for Science and Technology 
Saturday hold their ninth session (Petra 
photo) 


informed about the others’ 
capabilities.” 

Brig. Gen. Kharabsheh 
finally concluded: “As well as 
brainstorming in our discus- 
sions around the document of 


science and technology, we 
are presenting 35 science 
papers on foe subjects that 
are of great importance in foe 
fields of engineering, medi- 
cine, history, environment 


and natural resources.’* 

The Second Jordanian Sci- 
ence Week was opened by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan last Wednes- 
day. 


Abequa child custody issue may 
be solved out of court-lawyers 



By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The child cus- 
tody issue in the case of 
Mohammad Abequa, who is 
suspected of killing his wife 
Ninal in the U.S. then fleeing 
to Jordan with their two chil- 
dren, could be solved outside 
the courts, according to the 
Jordanian lawyers who are 
representing the victim’s 
family. 

“We are trying to avoid 
going to court to save time, 
effort and money, and we are 
trying to reach a settlement 
with the Abequa family re- 
garding foe children's cus- 
tody," the lawyers said. 

Yacoub Far and Abdullah 
Khalil were retained by Nan- 
cy Fein berg, a U.S. attorney 
who is representing Meryem 
Gussal, the mother of the 
victim. Ms. Feinburg has 
asked Mr. Far and Mr. Khalil 


to represent Mrs. Gussal in 
the Jordanian court, because 
Jordanian law prohibits fore- 
ign lawyers from appearing in 
Jordanian courts. 

Ms. Fein berg arrived in 
Jordan Aug. 1, with Nesixnc 
Dokur, the victim’s sister, 
Mrs. Do lair’s daughter and a 
New Jersey senator’s secret- 
ary- 

Mr. Far told reporters at a 
press conference that foe 
only way to regain the diQ-. 
dren without resorting to 
court is by having Mr. Abe- 
qua sign a document that 
waives his rights of custody of 
the children and grants cus- 
tody to their mother’s family. 

Mr. Abequa (46) faces 
charges for (tilling his wife 
and kidnapping his two chfl- 
dren, Lisa (6) and Samir (3). 
Ms. Abequa’s body was disc- 
overed two days later in her 
New Jersey apartment. Mr. 


Abequa was detained by 
Jordanian authorities on July 
20. On July 23, he confessed 
to murdering his wife. 

If Mr. Abequa refuses, the 
attorney said, the other 
alternative is to resort to foe 
Sharia Court. 

“We hope that foe Abequa 
family will be cooperative 
with us for foe sake of foe 
children,’’ he said. 

Mr. Far said be and bis 
associate believed that foe 
Abequa family was willing to 
cooperate in this case. The 
two attorneys said, however, 
that they were not instructed 
to contact the Abequa family 
to discuss the issue. 

“We have not been in- 
structed by our clients to 
contact the Abequa family, 
or file for custody in courts, 
and we have not been con- 
tacted by a lawyer from their 
side," said Mr. Far. 


According to Mr. Khalil, 
their client, Ms. Gussal, will 
be granted custody of foe 
children according to the Per- 
sonal Status Law applied by 
the Sharia Court. 

"We have been supplied 
with all the necessary docu- 
ments and evidence and we 
are prepared to file all foe 
documents to prove that Ms. 
Gussal is eligible,” they said. 

Wesley Ejgan, the U.S. 
ambassador in Amman said 
on Thursday that an adminis- 
trative solution is possible to 
the children’s custody issue. 

He said he will provide the 
Jordanian authorities with 
foe needed evidence against 
Mr. Abequa to support the 
charges of first degree mur- 
der and kidnapping. 

Mr. Egan said he will press 
for his extradition despite foe 
lack of an extradition treaty 
between the two countries. 


A taste of the Arab Gulf in song 


PREPARING FOR TAKEOFF: The Royal Falcons team 
on the runway at Marka Afrport before conducting 
aerial acrobatic ex erc i ses. The team viB travel to several 
European countries to participate in air shows In prepara- 
tion for the International Aerial Acrobats Contest to be held 
this mnnih in Brighun, according to Khal ed Kayed, head of 
the team. The tour wffl include Bimgary, Holland, Switzer- 
land and Bd^nm, said Mr- Kayed. The team, which was 

esteMfshed in 1976, participated in its first international air 
show in Qatar in 1978, and has been Jordan’s roving 
ambassadorial the international arena ever since. Mr. 
Kayed added that with the introduction of the Extra 300 
model planes in 1992, the team’s achievements have been 
enhanced. Bdowi the Royal Falcons fly low ova- the 
sp ect a cu l ar terrain of Wadi Rom. 



By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — One of the most 
reknowned singers of the 
Arab Gulf is Ah Abdul Sat- 
tar, whose performance last 
week at the South Theatre 
caused a human traffic jam at 
the Jerash Festival of Culture 
and Arts. 

Mr. Abdul Satfar, born in 
Qatar, began singing in 1973 
in Cairo during his academic 
study at the College of Scien- 
ce of Cairo University. Dur- 
ing his stay there, he re- 
corded most of his artistic 
performances. 

When be obtained his mas- 
ters degree in educational in- 
formation from New York 
University, the regent of 
Qatar exempted him from 
the requirement that he re- 
turn to his country to fulfill 
his obligation in ins field of 
study, thus freeing him to 
devote hims elf to nis art. 

Mr. Abdul Sattar was the 
first Arab artist to sing at the 
Cairo Opera House in 1989. 

The artist represented - 
Qatar in many Arab and in- 
ternational festivals including 
in London, Paris, Damascus, 
Geneva, Madrid, as well as 
Cairo. 

At a press conference last 
week in Amman, Mr. Abdul 
Sattar told journalists that 
throughout his career he con- 


centrated mainly on foe rich 
Arab culture to produce his 
works. 

“The Arab culture is a 
must for the true artist. It is a 
rich well for us,” said Mr. 
Abdul Sattar. “The Qatari 
government has recently 
established a centre for cul- 
ture and cultural research 
from which any artist can 
borrow raw material to serve 
and enrich his ideas or his 
subject matter.” 

the vocalist's interest in 
education was foe motivation 
behind his idea to simplify 
the learning of Arabic gram- 
mer through music. 

"Cooperating with Qatari 
Educational TV, I composed 
one experimental episode ab- 
out the 'Subject’. It was high- 
ly successful, but such a pro- 
ject of 120 episodes, needs 
financing” said Mr. Abdul 
Sattar. 

At the Jerash Festival the 
artist sang to childhood, to 
his country, and to humanity. 
His songs almost reflected his 
style. He seemed to prefer 
fast tunes. In his approach, 
he tries to “talk to all genera- 
tions, fait keeping in mind 
particular restrictions.” said 
the artist. 

“I usually get in touch with 
young composers in order to 
walk alongside with today's 
listeners’ tastes. I intend to 
pursue my work but this can- 
not be achieved without 



Qatar’s AH Abdul Sattar delights audiences at the 
Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts (Photo by Yousef 
Al ‘Allan) 


cooperating with the new 
generation. Still at the same 
time, I do not neglect my own 
style," said Mr. Abdul Sat- 
tar. 

He thanked foe Jerash Fes- 
tival organisers for giving him 
foe opportunity to present 
not only the Qatari art, but 


foe Gulf art as well. "With 
the audience's encourage- 
ment at the South Theatre, I 
was able to introduce a com- 
plete picture of my old and 
new songs. In addition I pre- 
sented a kind of survey of 
Gulf songs through my va- 
rious rhythms and styles.” 
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Havana waterfront sealed off 


after worst anti- government riots 


HAVANA (AFP) — Pro- 
government militia sealed off 
the Havana waterfront Satur- 
day after thousands of 
Cubans dashed with police in 
unprecedented demonstra- 
tions against Fidel Castro’s 
hold-out Co mmunis t regime. 

The riots erupted Friday 
after several thousand people 
crowded into a slum area 
near the entrance to Havana 
Bay on news that Cubans 
trying to flee to the United 

States had hijacked a ferry 
Thursday for the third time in 
10 days. 

Neither officials nor the 


press reported the number of 
casualties or arrests during 
the two hoars of violence, 
during which witnesses said 
police opened fire on demon- 
strators who hurled rocks at 
them and several hundred 
protesters marched down a 
main street chanting “Free- 
dom! Freedom!” 

It was the first time the 
Cuban capital had witnessed 
such violence since the Cas- 
tro regime took power 35 
years ago. 

Unlike past incidents, de- 
monstrators attacked police 
when they tried to dear out 



Caban President Fidd Castro appears on Cuban television 
after riots that broke out on the wate rfr ont in Havana (AFP 
photo) 


the waterfront area and 
smashed windows in central 
Havana and the old town 
instead of obeying orders to 
disperse, witnesses said. 

Pro-Castro militants 
rushed to the scene to aid 
police and stayed to applaud 
Castro when be turned up 
later the protest she. 

Late Friday, Castro went 
on tele vision and threatened 
to allow a mass exodus of 
Cabans to the United States. 

A similar move in 1980 led 
to the arrival of 120,000 
Cubans in tbe United States 
in a few months. 

He accused “anti-social 
elements” and “delinquents” 
— part of “the fifth column 
of American imperialism” — 
of staging the violence. 

Washington, which has 
been trying to limit immigra- 
tion from all parts of die 
world, expressed “deep con- 
cern” about the threat. 

“The U.S. has stated repe- 
atedly that we will not pennit 
Fidel Castro to dictate our 
immigration policy or to cre- 
ate a replay of the Marie] 
boatlift,” tbe State Depart- 
ment said in a statement, 
referring to the Cuban 
emigration wave of 1980. 

“We... urge the Cuban 


government to carefully con- 
sider all the implications of 
such incitement,” Cite state- 
ment added. 

Early Saturday, militias 
dosed off Malecon Boule- 
vard along the Havana water- 
front, where the riots took 
I^ace, and tbe American In- 
terests Section, in die Veda- 
do district 

Groups of pro-Castro 
workers from the so-called 
Bias Roca force, mostly 
armed with truncheons, pat- 
rolled the site of Friday's 
violence as well as other parts 
of the capital inducting the 
area around Havana Uni- 
versity. 

Malecon Boulevard, tradi- 
tionally packed with people 
throughout die hot summer 
nights, was deserted. 

In his televised address, 
Mr. Castro said one police- 
man was killed in Thursday’s 
latest ferry hijacking in Hava- 
na Bay, while a second one 
was missing and presumed 
dead. 

He added that the ferry 
was 12 miles off Havana and 
the hijackers were threaten- 
ing to blow it up or kill 
children among the passen- 
gers taken hostage. No con- 
firmation was immediately 



Cuban citizens ga ther i 
along the waterfront hi 


a young maqwtao 
a (AFP photo) 


available. 

Tbe Cuban Coast Guard 
was apparently ordered not 
to i nte rcept it or another 
ferry seized by would-be 
emigrants Wednesday follow- 
in g the July 13 miring near 
here erf a tugboat carrying 
more than 60 wonld-be U.S. 
asylum seekers. 

The vessel sank after crew 
members erf three other tug- 
boats sent in pursuit tried to 
force their way aboard, cans- 


mandeered by 15 armed indi- 
viduals but returned to Hava- 
na under navy tow. 


The U.S. Coast Guard 
picked np the 15 Up 
and took them to 
while all the passengers chose 
to return to Cuba rather than 
seek U.S. political asylum, 
the agency said. 


of the Soviet Union, 

heavily subsidised the 

Cuban economy, now stag- 
gering and beset by shor- 
tages. But in the past only 
isolated demonstrations 
broke out and were quickly 


mg panic during which about 


passengers drowned, 
according to witnesses. 

The incident led to a wave 
of protests around the world. 

On Wednesday, another 
commuter ferry was com- 


On July 26, another Hava- 
na Bay ferry was hijacked by 
four gunmen, later picked us 
36 kilometres (22 miles) 
north of Cuba by the U.S. 
Coast Guard, along with IS 
who requested 


Until now, the most se- 
rious dcmonstra l ioiB were in 
July 1973, in the coastal vil- 
lage erf Cojimar, near Hava- 
na. 


Social unrest has 
mushroomed since tbe col- 


Oasbes broke out between 
local people and police there 
after the police shot and kil- 
led three would-be emigrants 
as they tried to board a boat 
that had come to fetch them 
from Florida. 


Hiroshima marks A-bomb anniversary 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Tomiichi Murayama, 
Japan's first Socialist leader 
in nearly half a century, 
pledged Saturday to help vic- 
tims of the U.S. atom bomb 
attack that flattened Hiroshi- 
ma exactly 49 years ago.- 

In a televised speech, Mr. 
Murayama told an estimated 
crowd of 50,000 during a 
memorial service at Hiroshi- 
ma Peace Memorial Park: “I 
am determined to make 
efforts to take more sufficient 
relief steps for them (bomb 
victims) in all sincerity.” 

He did not, however, 
elaborate on how aid would 
be provided to victims of tbe 
1945 atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Both cities and anti- 
nuclear groups, including the 
Japan Congress Against Ato- 
mic and Hydrogen Bombs 
backed by the Socialists, 
want a financial relief law to 
cover people suffering after- 
effects of the bombings, as 
well as families of those kil- 
led. 

Hiroshima was the target 
of the world's first atomic 
bombing near the end of 
World War H on Aug. 4. 
1945. Three days later Naga- 
saki was hit in the second and 
last atomic bomb attack. 

Earlier this week, - Mr. 
Murayama and fellow Social- 
ist Party memebrs of Japan's 
coalition cabinet agreed to 
make efforts for special relief 
legislation. 

But the Socialists' key 
coalition partners, the Liber- 
al Democratic Pany (LDP), 
opposes such legislation on 
the grounds it would discri- 
minate against other war vic- 
tims and their families, who 
have not been compensated 
for their sufferings and mate- 
rial losses. 

During the memorial ser- 



Poticemeu stand guard during the memo ria l ceremony at 
8:15 a.m. for tbe 49th anuimsary of the dropping of the 
atom bomb on Hb-oshinm a the Peace Memorial Park with 
the Atomic Bomb Dome in background. Hiroshima, the 
world’s first dty devastated by an atomic bomb, renewed an 
argent call on the world to abolish all unclear weapons (AFP) 


vice, Hiroshima Mayor 
Takashi Hiraoka urged the 
government to enact a law to 
provide aid to the A-bomb 
sufferers. 

“Now is the time for Japan 
to initiate far-reaching relief 
policies based upon the spirit 
of national indemnification 
for all Hibakusha (A-bomb 
victims) at home and 


abroad.” 

He also made a new plea 
for the world to abolish nuc- 
lear weapons immediately. 

“Hiroshima, along with 
Nagasaki, appeals to the 
leaders of all nuclear-armed 
countries to promptly 
announce the elimination of 
their nuclear weapons," he 
said. 


Court names new Whitewater prosecutor 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
federal court Friday replaced 
Robert Fiske as Whitwater 
prosecutor, a surprise ovist in 
the investigation dogging the 
Clinton White House. 

Kenneth Starr, a 48-year- 
old former U.S. solicitor 
general, was selected by a 
three-judge panel of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals in 
Washington to replace Mr. 
Fiske, who was named by 
Attorney General Janet 
Reno on Jan. 20. 

The panel said in its order 
that it was not questioning 
Mr. Fiske’s integrity. But it 
said the intent of the inde- 
pendent prosecutor law is 
that a person unaffiliaied 
with the current administra- 
tion be appointed to investi- 
gate charges against that 
administration. 

Mr. Reno, under pressure 
from congressional Republi- 
cans. had named Mr. Fiske as 
a special counsel because 
the Watergate-era law au- 
thorising independent coun- 
sels had lapsed due to Repub- 
lican objections. Congress la- 
ter renewed the law and Mr. 
Reno asked the court to for- 
mally name Mr. Fiske as in- 
dependent prosecutor. 

But the three-judge panel 
said: “As Fiske was 
appointed by the incumbent 
administration, the court 
therefore deems it in the best 
interest of the appearance of 
independence contemplated 
by the act that a person not 
affiliated with the incumbent 
administration be 


The court said Mr. Starr 
had authority to investigate 
any possible violations of 
federal criminal law relating 
to President Bill Clinton or 
Hillary Rodham Clinton's re- 
lationships with the Whitewa- 
ter Development Corp or 
Madison Guaranty Savings 
and Loan Association, the 
financial institution owned by 
James McDougal. 


Mr. McDougal was the 
Clintons' partner in 
Whitewater, a failed real 
estate venture in Arkansas. 

The White House released 
a statement by counsel Uoyd 
Culter that said the Demo- 
cratic administration would 
cooperate fully: “The presi- 
dent consistently supported 
and signed into law the inde- 
pendent counsel statute. The 
administration will cooperate 
fully with Mr. Starr.” 

In a statement, Mr. Fiske 
promised he would “do ev- 
erything I can to help him 
with a speedy and orderly 
transition." 


appointed.” 


Republicans hailed the 
appointment of Mr. Starr, a 
Republican who was solicitor 
general in President George 
Bush’s administration, repre- 
senting the government in 
arguments before the Sup- 
reme Court between 1989 
and 1993. 

Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole said he hoped it 
would lead to more complete 
Whitewater hearings by Con- 
gress, which is controlled by 
Democrats. 

“His appointment to take 


over this investigation will 
assure that there is no 
whitewash of Whitewater," 
said Texas Republican Sena- 
tor Phil Gramm. 

The Senate and the House 
of Representatives Banking 
Committees completed their 
first round of hearings on the 
investigation Friday. But at 
Mr. Fiske’s request those 
hearings had been limited in 
scope to avoid compromising 
his continuing investigation. 

The move took not just 
Washington, but the legal 
community by surprise as 
lawyers attending the annual 
meeting of the American Bar 
Association (ABA) in New 
Orleans reacted to the news 
of Mr. Starr's appointment. 

“I was a little surprised,” 
said Robert Evans, who 
heads the ABA's Washington 
office. “I thought they would 
reappoint Mr. Fiske, but the 
rationale is legitimate and 
understandable. The whole 
idea behind the statute is 
there ought to be a truly 
independent person.” 


Mr. Fiske had completed 
the first phase of his inves- 
tigation and was working out 
of offices in Arkansas and 
Washington. 

He had already investigated 
contacts between Treasury 
Department and White 
House officials on the 
Whitewater affair and found 
no illegality, and had also 
concluded that White House 
. Deputy Counsel Vincent Fos- 
ter’s 1993 death was a suicide 
unrelated to Whitewater. 


Haiti invasion appears increasingly unlikely 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
So long as American lives are 
not threatened, a U.S. inva- 
sion of Haiti appears in- 
creasingly unlikely because of 
deep within the U.S. 
administration over sending 
in troops. ■ 

The Pentagon has shown 
little stomach for military in- 
tervention without a dearly 
defined mission, terms of en- 
gagement and a deadline for 
leaving for fear of being sock- 
ed into a civil war in the 
strife-tom Caribbean nation. 

U.S. military leaders had 
been looking to a multina- 
tional force to launch die 
invasion, but so far none of. 
the United States’ allies have 
stepped forward to join such 
a mission. 

Despite the Pentagon’s re- 
ticence and lack of interna- 
tional military support, die 
White House has kept tbe 
military option on tbe table in 
hopes that threat of an inva- 


sion will persuade Haiti’s 
military junta to step down. 

The Washington Post re- 
ported dial President Bill 
Clinton’s top advisees con- 
cluded dial, unless U.S. lives 
are threatened, an invasion 
should not come before mid- 
September to allow time to 
tram invasion forces. 

The New York Times re- 
ported that Defence Secret- 
ary WQtiam Perry vehement- 
ly opposed a suggestion by 
the number two person at the 
State Department, Strobe 
Talbott, to give an ul timatum 
to Haiti strongman General 
Raoul Cedras. 

“It would be prudent to 
prepare for the worst and 
bope for the best. I would 
never put a time frame cm 
something like tint,” said 
Major Robert Jenks, a 
spokesman for the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 

Others worry about U.S. 
ibices getting oogged down 


in Haiti, an impoverished na- 
tion of nearly six milli on peo- 
ple that is beset by intractable 
political, economic and soda! 
problems. 

Georges Famiol, directin' 
of the Centre for Strategic 
and International Studies 
here, said if American troops 


storm Haiti they will likely be 
weeks, and more 


there for 
likely months, after the 
attack. 

Tbe Pentagon is unsure 
how people will react to an 
invasion and does not dis- 
count the possibility of skir- 
mishes with the Haitian milit- 
ary, wtoch could turn U.S. 
public opinion, he said. 

Fauriol noted that U.S. 
troops could also find them- 
selves embroiled in violent 
dashes between opponents 
and s u pporte rs of P resident 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide who 
was ousted by tire military in 
September 1991. 

The Pentagon is also wor- 


ried that a lengthy U.S. 
occupation would in time stir 
up resentment among Hai- 
tians. 

“The last time the U.S. 
intervened in Haiti, it took 19 
years (1915-1934) to extricate 
all American troops,” said 
Ned Livingstone, a national 
security expert, in the maga- 
zine Navy League “Sea Pow- 

“The only tiling we believe 
that we have to negotiate is 
tbe modalities for the milit- 
ary’s departure,” State De- 
partment spokesman David 
Johnson said. 

He indicated that the Un- 
ited States was pleased Latin 
American countries including 
Brazil, Mexico and Vene- 
zuela had apparently aban- 
doned plans to send a mission 
to -Port-Au-Prince to seek 
negotiations with army chief 
General Raonl Cedras in a 
bid to stave off a U.S.-led 
invasion. 


Kashmir is claim victory as Indian forces quit posts 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 


Indian forces packed up their 
snmii 


bunkers around Kashmir’s 
holiest Muslim shrine Satur- 
day, triggering rare celebra- 
tions and claims of a major 
victory by separatist leaders 
fighting New Delhi's rale. 

Indian troops and tbe para- 
military Border Security 
Force (BSF) bad surrounded 
the lakeside Hazratbal Shrine 
in Srinagar, summer capital 
of the northern Jammu and 
Kashmir state, since a month- 
long standoff last October 
with Muslim militants inside 
tbe shrine. 

Kashmiri leaders had de- 
manded the removal of tbe 
bunkers, which had been 
erected last year to enable 
troops to flush out the mili- 
tants. 

The removal of the posts 
had also been sought by pro- 
Pakistan Haraktul Ansar 
militants as a condition for 


allowing safe passage to Hin- 
du pilgrims on their annual 
pilgrimage later this month to 
the mountain Temple of 
Amaraath. 


“This is a victory for the 
whole Kashmiri , - #s — " 


Professor Abdul Gbani, a 
leader of the all-party Hur- 
riyat (Freedom) Conference, 
said at a formal dep ar t ure 
cerenKniy attended ^ In^an 
officials. 


“We call upon Kashmiris 
to celebrate this triumph by 
lighting lamps for two con- 
secutive rights,” he said. 

Kashmir’s top bureaucrat, 
Mahmoodur Rahman, and 
Police Chief Monobar Nath 
Sabharwal looked on as Hor- 
ny at leaders entered the 
shrine and brought out a 
sacred relic, believed to be a 
hair from Prophet Moham- 
mad’s beard, for public dis- 
play. 


A spokesman for tbe Mus- 
lim Awqaf trust, managing 
body of the Hazratbal Shnne, 
said Friday the government 
had agreed to dismantle all of 
the posts. 

Kashmiri militant gr o ups 
bad threatened war on wor- 
shippers heading for tbe Hin- 
du religions centre of Amar- 
nath if paramilitary forces 
were not removed from Haz- 
ratbal shrine. 

Amamath is a remote cave 
near Pahalgam, southeast of 
Srinagar. It is only open to 
pilgrims for a brief period 
each summer when winter 
snows have retreated and 
weather conditions permit. It 
is a 48 kilometres trek from 
Pahalgam. 

Tbe Ansar militant group 
said last month it would ban 
the annual Amaraath pil- 
grimage in protest against the 


shrine. 

Mr. (Hum said the Hur- 
riyat would try to persuade 
the militants to call off their 
threat. 

“We believe in religious 
tolerance, we are not against 
any religion,” he tola tbe 
meeting at Hazratbal. 


Last year’s siege, which 
.ended peacefully with tbe 
militants’ surrender in return 
for their eventual release, 
was an emotional high point 
in the Kashmiri rebellion 
against Indian rule that 
erupted in January 1990. 


permanent stationing of the 
BSF posts; 


‘posts around the Muslim 


Police and hospital sources 
have reported more than 
17,000 deaths in tbe- revolt, 
which is widely supported in 
largely Hindu India’s only 
Muslim-m a j ority state. 

Pakistan and India have 
fought two of their thee wars 
since independence from Bri- 
tain in 1947 over Kashmir 


Clinton pollster tells Democrats to run on records 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton’s polls- 
ter is privately adwsing 
Democrats running for Con- 
gress to distance themselves 
from their unpopular leader 
and campaign on their own 
records in the November 
elections. 

Pollster Stan Greenberg’s 
opinion, contained in a 
memorandum leaked to tbe 
New York Times, appeared 
to be an embarrassing admis- 
sion that association with Mr. 
Clinton could hart Demo- 
crats in the Nov. 8 elections 
for a new Congress. 

“Democrats make gains in 
this race running on their 

accomplishments and their 
agenda to help people at 
home. There is no reason to 
highlight these as Clinton or 
Democratic proposals,” Mr. 
Greenberg wrote in the 
memorandum. 

Mr. Grepnberg (fid not re- 
spond to telephone calls but 
other Democratic Party offi- 
cials provided details of the 
document 

White House Spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers in- 
sisted the memo had been 
misinterpreted and that Mr. 
Greenberg was not inging 
Democrats to distance them- 
selves from Mr. Clinton — a 
tactic already adopted by 


some seeking re-election. 

“In feet it urges them to 
stand by the accomplish- 
ments of tins administra- 
tion,” she said. “What he’s 
saying is voters want to know 
that they (Democrats) are 
voting in their interests.” 

At stake in November are 
35 of tbe 100 Senate seats, all' 
435 slots in tbe House of 
Representatives and 36 of the 
50 state governorships. 
Democrats now hold majori- 
ties in both houses of 


e expecte 
to do mud) better than ex- 
pected in November by losing 
fewer than 15 House seats. 


The presidency is not np 
for renewal until 1996, but 
the party in White House 
power traditionally loses 
ground in these “nud-tenn” 
elections and Republicans 
hope they can exploit Mr. 
Clinton’s unpopularity to 
make larger than usual gams 
and perhaps even capture 
control of the Senate. 

House Speaker Thomas 
Foley, a Washington state 
Democrat, tried to deflect 
any political damage that 
might result from the leaked 


Greenberg memo, telling re- 
“I think it would be a 


lican gains of 15 to 25 House 
seats. Democrats now have a 
256-178 majority with one 

independent. 

Many Democrats axe 
already trying to distance 
themsdvesfromMr. Cfinton, 
whose popularity rating in 
recent polls has dropped 
sharply despite that nation’s 
strengtiiemng economy and 
now hovers in the mid-40 per 
cent range. 

“I’m running on my record 
and my relationship with vo- 
ters in my cfistrict,^ said Rep- 
resentative Tom Barlow, a 
Kentucky Democrat. “Peo- 
ple put Clinton apart from 
their local representative and 
their senator.” 

But Mr. Barlow acknow- 
ledged that Mr. Clinton was 
unpopular in hi$ traditional- 
ist, largely rand state because 
of his attempt to open the 
U.S. military to homosex- 


issues in tins campaign is tbe 
Cfinton presidency.” 

The president is particular- 
ly unpopular in the south. A 
June survey of southern 
House Democrats found that 
few wanted the president to 
visit their districts. 


— y , races are 

won and lost on local issues,” 

one Democratic Party official 

said. 

He noted that even former 
President Ronald Reagan, 
who campaigned in 1986 mid- 
terms when his popularity 
was high, could not keep the 
Republicans from losing the 


majority control they °then 
enjoyed — - 1 -- -- 


----- “ the Senate. 

However, acknowledging 
that Mr. Clinton could be an 
electoral liability, as Mr. 
Greenberg’s memo appeared 
to do, is an embarrassing and 
unusual admission of weak- 


mistake for (Democratic) 
members to distance them- 
selves from Cfinton.” 

Mr. Foley said Mr. Cfinton 
had achieved a great deal 
since he took office last year 


uals, Ms support of tobacco 
tax hikes ana hi 


When Democratic Nation- 
al Committee member Don 
Swenzer said in June the party 

,? L e ? h _T :r gr0 ”P 

rf candidates ran 
away from Mr. Clinton, he 

^ Write 


House and bjywrty Chair- 


Ms advocacy of 

gun control. 

Republicans are eager to 

make tbe election a referen- 

Am mi Mr. Cfinton. Mr. crate needed to^cemoS^ 
Ba^soppowM.Ed Whit- proudly on Mr. OiSTS 

field, said: “One of the main corri s 


man David . Tilus:illI . 

Mr. Wilhelm said Demo- 


Buckingham 

Palace 

to open for 2nd 
tourist season 


LONDON (AFP) — Buck- 
ingham Palace, the residence 
here of Queen Elizabeth II, 
opens its doors to the public . 
Sunday for a second conseco- * 
tive tourist season as part of a 
campaign to raise funds for ' 
the restoration of fire- ■ 
damaged Windsor Castle. ■ 
Palace officials hope to re- : 
edve 390,000 people over the 1 
next eight weeks, up from 
379,000 who came last year to 
visit the throne room and to 
wander through galleries 
featuring masterpieces by 
Rubens, Rembrandt and Van 
Dyck. But visitors anxious to 
get a glimpse of the royal 
famil y’s living quarters for 
the price of their ticket — - £8 
($ 12 ) — will be disappointed. 
Only 18 of tbe 681 rooms at 
tbe palace will be open to the 
public. In the garden gift 
shop, boxes of crown-shaped 
chocolates, tea cups, crystal 
glassware, ties and earrings 
wQl also be available. The; 
1993 season netted the palace ; 
some £2.2 million (S3.3 mil- 
lion), earmarked for repairs 
at Windsor Castle, heavily 
damag ed by fire in November 
1992. The cost of renovation 
has been estimated at £40 
million ($60 million), 70 per 
cent of which will be charged 
to the Queen and the rest 
provided by tbe state. The 
palace is expected to open 
every summer until 1997 dur- 
ing a period of the year when ' 
the queen traditionally re- 
sides at her Scottish residence 
in Balmoral. 


Jackson, bride 
given ecstatic 
welcome in 
Budapest 

BUDAPEST (AFP) — 
Michael Jackson and his wife, 
Lisa-Marie Presley, arrived 
here late Friday to an ecstatic 
welcome in sweltering heat 
from a thousand young fans 
chanting the name of tbe 
U.S. pop star and scrambling 
for copies of his autographed 

K ». Jackson, dressed in 
and wearing a scarf and 
sunglasses, appeared briefly 
from a fifth-floor window at 
the Kempinski Hotel in Deak 


Square and waved to a crowd 
or i 


excited admirers. The sin- 
ger was starting a three-day 
visit to the Hungarian capital 
to film a video for his new 
album Redeeming Eastern 
Europe. Fans were dearly 
disappointed not to have got- 
ten a glimpse of Jackson’s 
new bride, tbe daughter of 
the legendary “king" of rock 
and roll, Elvis Presley. She is 
making her first public trip 
with Jackson since the public . 
announcement of their mar- : 
riage earlier in the week.' But 
spirits soared moments after 
Jackson’s appearance when 
hundreds of photographs 
signed by the star, along with 
Jackson posters, came float- 
ing down from the fifth floor 
of the hotel. Hundreds of 
fans scrambled to lay then- 
hands on the souvenirs, caus- 
ing huge traffic jams in Deak 
Square, one of the busiest in 
Budapest. ‘Tm overjoyed to 
have a piece of paper that 
Michael Jackson touched 
with Ms hand,” gushed 14- 
year-old Liyia. “He's incredi- 
ble, fantastic.” She said Iisa- 
Marie Presley was “surely 
beautiful and will certainly 
take good care of their chil- 
dren — but I would like to 
take care of them myself." 
Zita Kivacs, 17, was marked- 
ly less enchanted with Jack- 
son’s wife, describing her as 
“very unpleasant.” 
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Scotland steps 
in to save 
'Three Graces’ 

LONDON (AFP) — Ante- # 
nio Canova’s sculpture the 
“Three Graces” seems likely 
to be reprieved from being 
exported by Britain to the 
United States after a last- 
minute intervention by the 
National Gallery of Scotland, 
the Times newspaper re- 
ported Saturday. Timothy 
Clifford, director of the 
Edinburgh-based gallery, 
confirmed the likely reprieve 
just as the deadline was 
reached for an export licence 
for the sculpture to be 
granted. In a long-run ning 
battle to save the Three 
Graces for Britain, campaign 
nets raised £4.7 million (S7 
million) of tbe £7.6 million 
(S11.4 million) needed to 
prevent the sculpture by the 
19th century Italian artist 
being exported to the Getty 
Museum in Catifomia. Mr. 
Clifford was unable to elabo^ 
rate on the details ‘of the 
rescue bid or to say how 
much of the remaining 
amount would come from his 
gallery’s “resources.” He ^ 
said discussions were in prof?- 
ress with London’s Victoria 
and Albert Museum which 
has co-ordinated the cant 4 
paign to save the statue. 
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Report: N. Korea opposed to 
outside reprocessing 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
gprca supports the proposed 
conversion of its nuclear 
reactors to safer types, but 
fas refused to ship spent fuel 
rods oat of the country for 
safe reprocessing, a South 
Korean news report said 
Saturday. 

North Korean delegates 
told their U.S. counterparts 
foting talks Friday in Geneva 
that the spent fuel should be 
^processed at its Yongbyon 
unclear complex soon, the 
Yonhap News Agency 
quoted diplomatic sources in 
Seoul as saying. 

Vital nuclear talks between 
Pyongyang and Washington 
resumed Friday after a 
month-long delay caused by 
the July 8 death of North 
Korean ruler Knn IT-Sung. 

.The negotiations are being 
closely watched to see if 
North Korea’s leadership 
change will affect its policy. 

Before his death, Mr. Kim 
bad promised to freeze bis 
country's nuclear programme 
m return for diplomatic rec- 
togmtion and other benefits, 
indtxfing economic aid. 

In Geneva, chief U.S. 
negotiator Robert Gallucd 
sad that at Friday's intensive 
first session the two rides had 
failed to reach agreement on 
the fete of some 8,000 spent 
feel cods fast corroding in a 


But Yonhap said North 
Korea responded “favour- 
ably” to the proposed use of 
U.S. technology to chemical- 
ly treat the spent fuel for 
prolonged storage. 

Concern has grown over 


the fate of the spent fuel rods 
since early June, when their 
removal from the controver- 
sial five-megawatt reactor 
spurred international ralk for 
sanctions against Pyongyang. 

U.S. and South Korean 
officials have been adamant 
that North Korea be blocked 
from reprocessing the rods, 
which could leave North 
Korea with enough pluto- 
nium to produce up to five 
nuclear bombs. 

The Geneva talks had been 
scheduled to continue Satur- 
day, but the two rides agreed 
to adjourn until Monday and 
consult their governments. 

Yonhap said North Ko- 
rean delegates rejected a 
U.S. proposal that the spent 
fuel be shipped out to a third 
country. Pyongyang has in- 
sisted reprocessing should be- 
gin this month for safety 
reasons. 

Pyongyang also indicated it 
could introduce Russian tech- 
nology to replacing its 
graphite-moderated reactors 
with safer light-water models, 
the agency said. 

Light- water reactors are 
considered less dangerous 
than the old-fashioned 
graphite models as they pro- 
duce less plutonium. 

Experts here contend that 
the replacement of North Ko- 
rean reactors would lake up 
to 10 years and cost nearly & 
billion. 

South Korea and the Un- 
ited States have offered to 
provide financial assistance 
to modernise the North's 
reactors facilities in exchange 
for the nuclear freeze. 


S. Korean polic e detain 
more students in crackdown 


SEOUL — Police detained a 
dozen students at Pusan Uni- 
versity Saturday in the latest 
h a series of anti-leftist 
crackdowns, and seized 
firebomb-making equipment. 

Police in the southern city 
erf Pusan said the students 
were being held for question- 
ing about whether they were 
involved in. pro-North Ko- 
rean activities. 

One officer said police 
seized hundreds of pieces of 
equipment for making fiie- 
. bombs to be used at demon- 
strations. No violence was 
reported during the riot 
police raid. 

The Yonhap News Agency 
said hundreds of Pusan stu- 
dents later staged a rally at 
the campus to protest against 
the police action, demanding 
the students be released and 
fee government stop suppres- 
sing student movements. 

Police have raided several 
campuses in Seoul and major 
provincial cities and arrested 


Abiola still held; union 
leaders seek his views 


. 17- •*?£ 
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LAGOS (R) — Nigerian 
opposition politician Mos- 
hood Abiola, whose deten- 
tion on treason charges has 
sparked crippling pro- 
democracy strikes and riots, 
remained in custody Saturday 
despite being granted bail by 
fee High Court. 

Leaders of the Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC) 
were in the inland capital 
Abuja pressing for a meeting 
with the multi-millionaire 
businessman, said by mem- 


“We are not going to call 
off our strike. In feet we will 
intensify the action,” Bola 
Owodunni, PENGASSAN’s 
president told Reuters Satur- 
day. “This court thing is a 

ruse.” 

Their strike has brought 
Nigeria to its knees by cutting 
fuel supplies and disrupting 
export of crude oil, Nigeria's 
main source of foreign ex- 
change earnings. 

Friday's court session took 
Mr. Abiola's associates by 
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to hear the case. 

Reporters present in court 
said the application for bail 
was not brought by Mr. 
Abiola's Tegular lawyer God- 
win Ajayi and was not 
opposed by the prosecutor. 

They said it was dear from 
the proceedings that the 
court was hurriedly convened 
to free Mr. Abiola after the 
series of meetings between 


ment representatives. 

NLC itself called off its 
short-lived general strike to 
facilitate negotiations with 
the government 

Mr. Oshiomole told Reu- 
ters the charges against Mr. 
Abiola would be dropped at 
the next court sitting sche- 
duled for Aug. 16. 

He said NLC had negoti- 
ated Mr. Abiola’s uncon- 
ditional release, Pengassan's 
Owodunni said anything 
short of an outright return to 
democracy would not be 
acceptable to the oQ urnons. 

“We see Abiola as the 
symbol of democracy and re- 
main solidly behind him. 
With the bail conditions the 
government is silencing him 
and it is a grave mistake for 
them to think they can solve 
the current crisis that way,” 
he said. 


Bosnian Serbs hand back guns 
under NATO air strike threat 


SARAJEVO (RJ — U.N. 
officers said Saturday Bos- 
nian Serbs had bowed to the 
threat of more NATO air 
attacks and returned at least 
four heavy weapons including 
a tank they had seized from 
the United Nations in 
Sarajevo. 

NATO aircraft struck the 
Serbs Friday and the U.N. 
commander in Bosnia, 
Lieutenant-General Sit 
Michael Rose, told them he 
would order more air strikes 
if the weapons were not 
banded over by Saturday. 

The Serbs banded bade a 
T-SS tank, two armoured per- 
sonnel carriers and a Praga 
anti-aircraft gun snatched 
from the Hidza weapons col- 
lection point in Sarajevo late 
Friday night, U.N. militaiy 
spokesman Major Tom 
Annink said. 

A Bosnian Serb liaison 
officer had told the U.N. that 
a fifth weapon grabbed from 
the compound, an anti- 
aircraft gun, would be turned 
over Saturday. 


The head of NATO’s allied 
forces in Southern Europe, 
Admiral Leighton W. Smith, 
said he believed it had also 
been given back. 

“According to the informa- 
tion I have, the fifth weapon 
has been returned... but we 
are in standby mode,” he told 
reporters in the southern Ita- 
lian city of Naples, 

Maj. Annink said the re- 
turn of the five weapons 
would remove the immediate 
threat of more air strikes. But 
he added: "There is just a 
pause and we may well con- 
tinue (with air strikes), but 
there is no deadline. We are 
giving the Serbs the oppor- 
tunity to reorganise and think 
it over,” he said. 

The chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, John 
Shalikhashvfli, said the Bos- 
nian Serb response so far was 

not enough- 

General Shalikashvili said 
during a visit to the U.S. 
Army’s Rhein-Main Air Base 
in Germany that the impact 
of the air attack had been to 


force the return of the 
weapons. 

‘’But that is not nearly 
enough in my judgement,” 
he told reporters. “There are 
an awful lot of violations that 
we quickly need to bring to 
an end... .we need to bring 
people back to normal life.” 
Asked whether there 
would be more air strikes, 
Gen. Shalikashvili said: “I 
don’t know... I think much of 
it depends on bow the Bos- 
nian Serbs behave.” 

In nearby Pale, a senior 
official said the Bosnian 
Serbs self-declared assembly 
was expected to meet again 
and could declare a state of 
war and a full mobilisation. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, the 
parliament’s speaker, told re- 
porters he expected the 
assembly to convene in the 
next two days. 

Mr. Krajisnik said he ex- 
pected the parliament to “de- 
dare a state of war, general 
mobilisation and rationing of 
supplies. The parliament can 
make such a decision at its 




dozens of student activists 
since the death of North Ko- 
rean leader Kim D-Sung on 
July 8. 

Soon after the veteran Sta- 
linist died, police raided 
Choonam University in the 
southwest city of Kwangju to 
arrest student leaders wanted 
for leading illegal anti- 
govemment. protests -.and to- 
stamp out undercover 
mourning ceremonies for Mr. 
Kim. 

A spokesman for die pro- 
secutor’s office in Kwangju 
said Saturday a joint inves- 
tigation team, involving 
police, prosecutors and 
national intelligence officials, 
had confirmed a radical 
group set up secret altars 
there to pay tribute to Kim. 

He said the team noted in a 
preliminary report that sever- 
al students had confessed. 

Hanchongryon, the main 
radical student organisation 
in South Korea, has denied 
tiie charge. ** 
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Two young girls sprint past a team of Ukrainian sohfiers as they take aim on a new Serbian 
sniper position In Sarajevo (AFP photo) 


next session to be held in the 
next two days.” 

The Bosnain Serb leaders 
face increasing isolation be- 
cause of their refusal to 
accept an international peace 
plan. Serbian-led Yugoslavia 
Thursday cut relations with 
the Bosnian Serbs to try to 
force them to accept the plan 
and Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic — long-time 
patron of the rebel Serbs — 
has launched a fierce media 
campaign to discredit the 
Bosnian Serb leadership. 

The United States wel- 
comed the NATO air strike 
as a show of resolve and 
Russia accused the Bosnian 
Serbs of provoking the con- 
frontation. 

A Russian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman, quoted by the 
official ITAR-TASS news 
agency, said: “It is deplor- 
able that the Serbs them- 
selves gave grounds for this 
turn of events, acting recent- 
ly, it would seem, on the 
principle “the worse things 
get, the better for us."' 

Mr. Krajisnik said the 
Serbs bad not definitely re- 
jected the peace plan. 
However, be said the plan 
should be adjusted before the 
Serbs could accept it — 
something the major powers 
have repeatedly ruled out. 

Friday evening's air strike 
was the first since NATO 
aircraft attacked Serb forces 
besieging the Muslim safe 
haven of Gorazde in April. 

In the latest attack, the 
United Nations believed a 
Serb M-I8 ‘tank destroyer" 
armoured vehicle, mounted 
with a 76mm gun, had itself 
been destroyed by camion 
fire in the air raid 12 
kilometres south of Sarajevo 
airport. 

The M-18 normally carries a 
crew of five, but a NATO 
spokesman in Naples said 
there were no reports of 
casualties following the 
attack by a pear of U.S. A-10 
“Warthogs.” 


& 






« t- J^l * 



A French U.N. soldier gets a helping hand from a resident of 
Sarajevo as he attempts to dlrnb to a rooftop in order to 
observe the location of a Serb sniper (AFP photo) 


British Lieutenant-General 
Sir Michael Rose, U.N. com- 
mander in Bosnia, said he 
bad given the Serbs an hour's 
warning before the 6.32 p.m. 
(1633 GMT) attack and that 
an isolated target had been 
chosen to spare civilian lives. 

“We deliberately chose a 
very isolated target where 
there was no chance of col- 
lateral damage to the dvilain 
community.” 

U.N. officers announced 
an anti-sniping campaign a 
day after Sarajevo halted 
tram service following a spate 
of shootings that have 
wounded dozens of civilians. 

U.N. soldiers have begun a 
house-to-house search to 
flush out Serb snipers that 
still plauge civilians in 
Sarajevo despite an official 
ceasefire, officers said. 


Russia Saturday urged all 
sides in the Bosnian conflict 
to “show maximum” res- 
traint and the Bosnian Serbs 
to concentrate on working 
out a peace settlement satis- 
factory to the Geneva contact 
group, after the Serbs stole 
arms from a U.N. collection 
point, prompting a NATO air 
strike. 

In a statement, the Russian 
Foreign Minsitry expressed 
“satisfaction” that the Serbs 
had returned the weapons 
taken Friday. 

Moscow was “counting on 
the Bosnian Serbs to avoid 
such provocative action in the 
future and direct all their 
efforts toward a peaceful re- 
solution of the conflict, in 
accordance with proposals by 
the contact group," the 
ministry added. 


Clinton attacks crime bill foes I Top-level Taiwan-China contact foiled 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton has ac- 
cused the National Rifle 
Association and other in- 
terests of endangering Amer- 
ican lives by encouraging par- 
liamentary manoeuvres to 
block a House of Representa- 
tives vote on anti-crime leg- 
islation. 

Mr. Clinton complained 
that eight days after congres- 
sional negotiators agreed on 
compromise crime legisla- 
tion, its foes are preventing a 
final House vote. Supporters 
have been unable to muster 
enough votes to approve a 
rule that must be in place 
before the legislation itself 
can come up for a vote. 

“The crime bill is stuck iu a 
web spun by powerful special 
interests,” Mr. Clinton said 
during a White House affair 
to mark improvement in the 
U.S. economy. “The Nation- 
al Rifle Association is trying 
to block the vote on the 
rule... because they know 


that a majority of the House 
and the Senate will vote for 
this bill if it gets to a vote.” 

Mr- Clinton said that while 
some legislators had honest 
differences with the bill and 
were within their rights to 
oppose it. It was wrong to 
keep the legislation from 
coming up for a vote. 

“If anybody wants to vote 
against the crime bill, let 
them vote against it,” he 
,declared. “But do not let us 
pull another Washington 
D.C. game and let this crime 
bill go down on some pro- 
cedural hide-and-seek. If 
we’re going to have a shoot- 
out, let’s do it in high noon, 
broad daylight where every- 
body knows what the deal 
is.” 

He told his audience of 
business people, workers and 
reporters, “I want to plead 
with you to ask the Congaress 
over the weekend not to let 
procedures get in the way of 
saving the lives and the future 


of the United States.” 

Mr. Clinton called the leg- 
islation “the biggest, tough- 
est, smartest crime bill this 
country has ever passed.” 

The S33.2 billion package 
would authorise 100,000 
more police, more state and 
local prison construction and 
more crime-prevention 
efforts- It also would create 
more than SO new federal 
death penalties, send some 
third-time felons to prison for 
life and ban assault-style 
firearms. 

The bill’s ban on assault 
weapons was strongly 
opposed by the NRA. 

In addition, some members 
of the congressional black 
caucus have threatened to 
vote against the rule because 
they are upset by the bill’s 
new death penalty provisions 
and the removal of a provi- 
sion allowing use of statistics 
to help prove racial bias in 
capital cases. 


India ‘nearly had’ Communist premier 


TAIPEI (AFP) — A prop- 
osed meeting between a 
senior Chinese official and 
Taiwan’s top mainland policy 
planner here underwent a 
twist Saturday as Beijing re- ■ 
jected a Taiwanese sugges- 
tion to conduct it as an offi- 
cial occasion. 

Tang Sbubei, vice chair- 
man of China's Association 
for Relations Across the 
Taiwan Strait (ARATS) and 
the most senior Chinese offi- 
cial to visit Taiwan, declined 
an offer by Taipei to meet 
with the chairman of the 
cabinet-level Mainland 
Affairs Council (MAC), 
Hoang Kun-Huei. 

“I have no plan to visit 
Taiwanese official organisa- 
tions," said Mr. Tang at a 
press conference here. “I 
only want to visit Taiwanese 
friends from senior levels 
when it is in a convenient 
circumstance.” 

The remarks shut out the 
chance of a meeting between 
Mr. Tang and Mr. Huang, 
which would have been the 
first-ever official contact be- 


tween the Communists and 
Nationalists since the end of 
the Chinese Civil War in 
1949. 

MAC Vice Chairman Su 
Chi said Mr. Huang told him. 
that he was “willing to take 
some time to meet with Mr. 
Tang at his office either today 
(Saturday) or tomorrow." 
This means Mr. Huang re- 
fused to meet with Mr. Tang 
privately. 

Taiwan, which has been 
planning to loosen its policy 
of no direct or formal con- 
tacts with Chinese officials, 
has maintained that Mr. 
Huang could only meet with 
Mr. Tang during official 
occasions. 

Despite the rejection of the 
offer, ARATS and SEF 
negotiators have made prog- 
ress towards issuing a joint 
statement expressing agree- 
ment on several issues — the 
most concrete conclusion in 
five rounds of talks since last 
April. 

Mr. Tang's SEF counter- 
part, Chiao Jen-Ho, said: 
“We are working to issue the 


joint statement detailing our 
consensus on the expansion 
of exchange programmes be- 
tween young people, scien- 
tists, academics and tech- 
nologies.” 

The two sides have made 
major breakthroughs in t^e 
areas of cultural, educational 
and scientific exchanges, as 
well as fishing issues, includ- 
ing sending official vessels to 
each other’s waters to deal 
with disputes by fishermen 
from the two sides. 

Mr. Tang did meet with 
honorary SEF Chairman Sun 
Yun-Suan, a former vice pre- 
mier, and invited him to visit 
China. He said Mr. Sun was 
an economic expert and the 
mainland government needs 
to I earn from various experts 
in developing its economy. 

During a press conference, 
Mr. Tang also lashed out at 
protesters here, saying their 
daily demonstrations against 
his visit would only increase 
distrust between the two 
sides and affect relations 
across the Taiwan Strait. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Jyoti 
Basu, Marxist chief minister 
of India's West Bengal state, 
says he was offered the post 
of Indian prime minister by 
leaders of a national coalition 
government after it collapsed 
in 1990. 

Mr. Base’s claim is made 
in an article due to be pub- 
lished in the official Com- 
munist Party weekly. Peo- 
ple’s Democracy. A copy of 
the article was made avail- 
able to Reuters Saturday. 

Mr. Basu, whose Com- 
munist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPM), has been in power in 
West Bengal for a record 17 
years, said he declined the 


offer because of ideological 
differences with his potential 
supporters. 

He said the move was initi- 
ated by former Prime Minis- 
ter Chandra Shekhar and 
Arun Nehru, a relative and 
an estranged aide of the late 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi. 

“I clearly communicated to 
Arun Nehru that the notion 
of a national government was 
totally impractical and I had 
also made known to him in 
no uncertain terms that the 
question of my getting to 
become prime minister did 
not arise at all,” Mr. Basu 
said. 


“I made this point during 
my discussions with both 
Arun Nehru and Chandra 
Shekhar that the concept of a 
national government was not 
practical in the Inchan situa- 
tion given the diversity of 
political programmes of the 
country's political parties 
with each having its own poli- . 
cy,” Mr. Basu said. 

A 

Mr. Nehru was quoted in a 
local magazine interview as 
confirming the episode. 

“Since our party has its 
distinctive views on the ques- 
tion of forming a government 
at the centre, I rejected the 
offer.” Mr. Basu said. 


ft 2 German cities hit by mass rioting 


NASA robot falls on its side in 
abrupt end to volcano mission 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
An eight-legged robot ex- 
ploring inside an active Alas- 
kan volcano fell on its side 
Friday while climbing out of 
- the rock-strewn crater, bring- 
ing a premature end to the 
ambitious mission, scientists 
said. 

The spider-like Dante II 
robot was making its slow 
ascent out of the crater on 
Mount Spurr, 140 kilometres 
west of Anchorage, after a 
week-long exploration mis- 
sion when the mishap, 
apparently caused by shifting 
soil, occurred. 

“The soil collapsed and 
flipped it over,” said Butler 
Hine, a scientist at the 
National Aeronautics and 


Space Administration's 
(NASA) Ames Research 
Centre near San Francisco. 

The robot, which was con- 
trolled from a command cen- 
tre in Anchorage and moni- 
tored via satellite by scientists 
at Ames, had been scheduled 
to reach the.rim of the crater 
Saturday. 

Mr. Hine said the metal 
robot, which is 10 feet (three 
metres) long and eight feet 
(2.4 metres) wide, h ad fallen 
onto one side with all its legs 
in the Air and so was unable 
to right itself. 

Dante is on a slope about 
550 feet (170 metres) down, 
he said. 

The accident brings an end 
to the exploration misskm. 


Mr. Hine said that scientists 
would not attempt to recover 
Dante II for the time being 
because it was too dangerous. 

He said there might be a 
possibility of salvaging the 
robot, worth about half a 
million dollars. 

Mr. Hine said engineers 
would go to the rim of the 
crater Saturday and recover a 
generator and other equip- 
ment. They would sever the 
cable carrying communica- 
tions and electricity to which 
the robot was tezhered, he 
said. 

Scientists at NASA, Pitt- 
sburgh’s Carnegie Mellon 
University and the Alaska 
Volcano Observatory 
cooperated on the project. 


HANNOVER, Germany 
(AFP) — Two German cities, 
Bremen in the north and 
Hannover in central Ger- 
many, were hit by mass riot- 
ing early Saturday when hun- 
dreds of youths rampaged 
through city streets and 
clashed with police. 

In Hannover, nine police- 
men were injured when 450 
punks assembled for a 
weekend event dubbed 
'‘Chaos Days” rampaged 
through the town. 

189 punks were detained 
and 35 were still held Satur-' 
day. 

The punks, who gathered 
here Friday from throughout 
Germany, invaded the city 
centre and insulted passers- 
by before going on the ram- 
page. 

Despite a heavy police pre- 
sence, they threw bottles at 
shop windows and damaged 
about a dozen cars. 


Police used truncheons 
against the stone-throwing 
punks, and confiscated 
knives, chains and other 
dangerous objects from those 
detained. 

In Bremen, three people 
were detained Saturday after 
some 250 youths went on the 
rampage after a rock concert 
Friday, looting several stores 
and slightly injuring a police- 
man, police said. 

The rioting caused serious 
damage to the stores, notably 
200,000 marks ($125,000) 
worth to a supermarket, the 
police said. 

The trouble started when 
about 100 youths gathered 
around a police car sent to 
investigate complaints from 
local residents about noise. 

According to police, they 
slashed the car's tyres before 
running into a nearby street 
where they joined up with 
about 150 others from local 


bars. 

The demonstrators erected 
barriers and set fire to them 
before looting the supermar- 
ket. 

Five police vehicles were 
damaged and a policeman 
hurt by a bottle thrown by a 
rioter during the running bat- 
tles. 

Meanwhile in Gotha, for- 
mer east Germany, eight 
youths aged from 16 to 24 
were detained late Friday for 
playing tape recordings of 
Nazi chants and a Hitler 
speech in a public place, 
police said. 

Under German law, Nazi 
propaganda, symbols and 
songs are banned. 

Gotha lies near the World 
War n Buchenwald death 
camp, where a demonstration 
was due to take place later 
Saturday against a neo-Nazi 
rampage there last month. 


2,500 Albanians are on hunger strike 


TIRANA (R) — More than 
2,500 former political prison- 
ers in Albania are now on 
hunger strike to press de- 
mands for millions of dollars 
in compensation for their 
treatment by the former Sta- 
linist regime, a spokesman 
for the strikers said. 

About 100 ex-political pris- 
oners began fasting in Tirana 
Thursday to press their de- 
mands for compensation in 
defiance of a court order to 
end the strike. 


On Friday a court ordered 
the suspension of the fast but 
this was clearly being 
ignored. 

“We have reports that 
there are now at least 2400 
hunger strikers throughout 
Albania... and it appears that 
police are frying to prevent 
more from joining in," Kim 
Basha, a member of the 
sfrike committee, said in 
Tirana Sarturday. 

“This strike goes on," Kurt 
Kola, the leader of the 


National Association of For- 
mer Political Prisoners 
(SHKIDPP) said in the asso- 
ciation's headquarters oppo- 
site the parliament building 
in mid-town Tirana where the 
original 100 strikers were 
lying in one hall in the 
sweltering heat. 

Kola said lawyers for the 
association had appealed to 
the Constitutional Court to 
repeal the order by the lower 
court to end the strike. 



Opinion & Analysis 


tie 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, K 



Jordan Times 

An Anb poirDcal duly puMabcd i* ErtjJp* b» 6* J«nh» Pro* r ow ndi Dw 

EsOttatad NJ! 

«f « . -» ■ " jU j* 1 ib- v-jr >(* iMu. 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in-chief: i 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road. P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

77jc Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan 77mes advertising department. I 

Naivety or short sight? 

THE FLARE-UP in South Lebanon over the weekend 
as U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher began 
a fresh shuttle of the Middle East in pnrsoit of peace 
should be a reminder of the state of affairs in the 
region. There cannot be any denial of the reality that 
it is the very absence of any progress fa the SyrSan- 
Israeli track of peace negotiations, and, by extension, 
the Lebanese-lsraeli track of ne got ia tions, that is 
behind the violence that we witaen in South Lebanon. 

It is inconceivable too that the Israelis, particularly 
those living near the borders with Lebanon, are happy 
with the status quo when the threat of violence and 
Katyusha attacks is ever present. 

So what do we have here? Who is to be blamed far 
the escalation fa tension and eruption of violence fa 
Sooth Lebanon that threatens to engage Mr. Christ- 
opher in efforts to defuse the situation rather than 
dedicating hims elf to advancing the Syrfan-faraeli 
trade of negotiations during his latest shuttle? 

No doubt, the ball falls back in the Israeli court. 
Instead of accepting the Lebanese government’s offer 
to undertake immediate security measures to ensure 
stability along the border with Israel if the Jewish 
state withdrew from the so-called “security zone,” 
Israeli leaders are engaging Beirut fa a media exercise 
over the presence of Syrian and Iranian farces fa 
Lebanon and the continued resistance put up by 
Lebanese and Palestinian fighters there. 

It is no secret that there cannot be any advance fa 
the Lebanese-lsraeli track of talks mim that is 
similar movement fa the Syri&n-Israeli negotiations. 
But, as efforts continue fa a fad to break the 
Syrian-Isradi logjam, little attention a ppear s to be 
given to any measures to defuse the tension fa Sooth 
Lebanon. 

It should be more than dear to Israd by now that 
unless it shows concrete signs of withdrawing from the 
“security zone,” the resistance attacks would con- 
tinue regardless of what is happening in the peace 
negotiations. The Lebanese have seen enough violence 
to last them a lifetime, and it is naive to think that they 
would sit back and await a peace settlement to 
materialise at the convenience of Israd on its own 
terms as it is seeking today. 

It is not enough that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin affirmed in public that his country does not 
covet “a single inch” of Lebanese territory nr a 
“single cubic metre” of Lebanese water; those claims 
should be followed up with realistic, visible signs of 
Israel’s intentions to evacuate its neighbour’s terri- 
tory. 

The Israelis appear not to have taken seriously a 
series of recent statements by Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi on Lebanon's vision of security arrange- 
ments. Unlikely as it may be, the Israelis seem not to 
have understood that what President Hrawi was 
suggesting was a bilateral arrangement that could be 
conducive to bringing about a peace settlement 
between Lebanon and farad as and when Syria and 
Israel are ready to miter a similar arrangement. In the 
meantime, Mr. Hrawi is offering to undertake the 
responsibility of protecting the border region. 

Wasn’t the voice loud enough for the Israelis? Or 
are they still politically short-righted not to realise 
that President Hrawi’s oilier could be a lifesaver tint 
could avert the kind of tension and violence gr i ppin g 
South Lebanon today when the need of the day b a 
very concerted effort to break the deadlock fa the 
negotiations? 


mm 


AN EDITORIAL in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sturday com- 
mended the high level of political and pan-Arab awareness 
of the Jordanian people. The newspaper said in its editorial 
that this was clearly manifested in the freedom of express- 
ion that prevailed before and after the Washington 
Declaration at ail political, cultural and social levels. This 
was especially reflected in moves by the legislative author- 
ity and its symbols that represent the people, who 
expressed allegiance to the King, said the statement In tins 
framework, it added, it is natural that people would differ, 
including some of the deputies, over some details related to 
the political settlement between Jordan and Israel. But one 
thing “for sure, said the newspaper, is that every body 
agrees on the need to protect the Jordanian society and the, 
state institutions against challenges, including the challenge 
of peace. And this is natural in our view because a lasting, 
just and comprehensive peace, which Jordan has beat 
seeking and which was defined by His Majesty King 
Hussein in the Washington Declaration and in his address 
before the American Congress, is still part of the declara- 
tion of principles and the common agenda, the paper 
added. Thus it was only natural that three quarters of the 
Lower House of Parliament members would view the 
Washington Declaration as a lucky beginning for Jordan on 
the way to regaining its rights in its land, water and holy 
places, said the paper. The paper concluded by saying that 
the foil legislative authority is backing the King in his vision 
of peace, but some forms of opposition to the peace process 
are emanating from suspicions in the real Israeli intentions 
towards the peace process. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Saturday criticised Arab 
govern ments for not attending the annual meetings of the 
U.N. nurrac Ri&hb Committee. Lawyer Hani A1 Dafaleh, 
•.■-■h? is also a human rights activist, said most of the Arab 
countries abstain from the annual conference of the 
committee and if they were to attend, they delegate a 
government envoy to deliver an address glorifying his 
government and commending its keenness to preserve 
human rights. The envoys go back home after delivering 
their addresses at the committee's meeting as if nothing bad 
happened, said Mr. Dahleh. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabed Faoefc 


Lloyds Register must go away 


THE INSPECTION by the American fleet in the northern 
part of the Red Sea of all merchandise imported to Jordan 
via Aqaba will be replaced as of Aug. 25 by an easier sort of 
inspection, to be conducted by an independent auditor, 
Lloyds Register, after arrival of vessels to the port and 
upon discharging the goods. 

This is definitely a positive step which will save time, 
effort and money, and will remove an incentive for major 
shipping lines to skip Aqaba from their regular schedule to 
avoid harassment and delay imposed by the American 
fleet, ostensibly to prevent an alleged violation by Jordan 
to the trade sanctions against Iraq imposed since August 
1990. 

This good step is no more good enough, taking into 
account the improvement in Jordanian- American relations, 
die acceleration which took place in the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace negotiations and the achievements realised so far 
under the auspices of the United States of America, not 
only because the inspection of goods m Aqaba by Lloyds 
Register will cost some $2 million a month, to be borne by 
the importers and added to the cost of imported goods, but 
also because the operation in itself is humiliating to the 
government and people of Jordan. 

The only convincing explanation of the American insist- 
ence on the blockade against Aqaba was that the American 
administration does not trust the Jordanian government 


But, what took place m the White House Rose Garden on 
July 25, and in the chamber of Congress the following.day, 
should be more than enough to change this attitude, and 
remove any mistrust that prevailed in the past. R is not 
reasonable nor acceptable to expect the government of 
Jordan to carry on with the peace process, while it is still 
distrusted and singled out from all governments in the 
region to be subjected to harsh measures. 

in addition, we cannot help believing that the blockade 
imposed on the Jordanian port of Aqaba is not meant 
against Iraq. It is common knowledge that a substantial 
part of Jordanian imports come through Lebanese, Syrian 
and Turkish ports. Those who want to smuggle gopds to 
Iraq — if any — do not have to import those goods through 
Aqaba. AU that they need is to import the goods via 
l a r a ki a in Syria to avoid American inspection and may 
save extra cost in the process. 

Since the blockade is amply a means of political pressure 
on Jordan to achieve political ends and to oblige Jordan to 
behave politically in a certain desired manner, it is high 
time to put an end to this uncalled-for pressure, and to 
open a new and dean chapter in the American-Jordanian 
relations, and to restore mutual confidence. This means 
that tiie services of Lloyds Register must be terminated, 
before they start. 



Palestinian rule opens insider-outsider rift 


By Wafa Amr 

Renter 

GAZA — One mouth after 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s return to Gaza, 
tiie Israelis are gone but 
there's still a rift between 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) officials 
who arrived with him and 
local Palestinians they’re 
supposed to lead. 

Under a peace deal with 
tiie FLO, Israel handed the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho 
over to Palestinian police in 
May. On July 1, Mr. Arafat 
ended 27 years of exile and 
entered the self-ruled Gaza 
Stripto run its duly affairs. 

“The geographic dis- 
tance between insiders and 
outsiders has been re- 
duced. Instead of Tunis, 
the FLO leadership is in 
Gaza. But the political dis- 
tance remains wide,” says 
political scientist Mabdi 
Abdul HadL 

Mr. Arafat has so far 
managed to maintain law 
and order. 

Many potential trouble- 
makers in his Fateh move- 
ment have been put to 
work in his security forces. 
His rival, the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement, 
Hamas, has cooperated 
with the Palestinian author- 


ity in charge of self-rule. 

The FLO has also 
brought changes to Gaza's 
conservative society. 
Women have abandoned 
traditional headscarves and 
people spend evenings cm 
the beaches, a pleasure de- 
nied them under Israeli 
occupation. 

Yet euphoria over Mr. 
Arafat’s homecoming has 
.given way to demands for 
changes on the ground. 

For the first tune, FLO 
leaders are in direct daily 
contact with the Palestinian 
people they directed from 
abroad. 

He, somePLO oifiefab feel 
estranged in their own 
homeland. 

Gaza streets still are fil- 
led with dirt and garbage. 
Unemployment remains 
high. Donor states have yet 
to make good on pledges 
and few new buildings have 
gone up. Mr. Arafat’s aides 
say a lack of cash will ham- 
per development. 

“We have seen very little 
progress or improvement in 
living conditions since Abu 
Alomar’s arrival,” political 
activist Sami Abu Samha- 
daneh said, referring to 
Mr. Arafat by his guerrilla 
nickname. 

“We have some sort of 


social freedoms, but we 
don’t feel democracy in tiie 
real sense,” he said. 

Many who stayed in 
Gaza under the occuption 
feel sidelined by die new- 
comers who run the Palesti- 
nian authority. They blame 
the returned exiles for fad- 
ing to improve their lives 
after 27 years of occupa- 
tion. 

Through die many years 
of the uprising, insiders 
took the lead in shaping 
policy. This changed after 
the Madrid peace confer- 
ence in 1991. The FLO 
regained and held control, 
with Mr. Arafat the main 
dedsfon-m^cer. 

Some expect the insiders 
to rebel at some stage if the 
authority goes on assigning 
them secondary roles. 
Others lament the absence 
of an assertive local lead- 
ership. 

Activists of Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh faction living in Gaza 
and Jericho were largely 
disappointed to find their 
leader so domineering 
when be arrived. 

“We are now simply a 
group of employees work- 
ing for FLO officials 
and seeking Arafat's 
approval,” one said. ' 

Many young Gazans 
think of immigrating. 


A Fateh fugitive said de- 
teriorating living conditions 
had forced him to consider 
living abroad “to find 
peace of mind and live tike 
normal human beings." 

In some ways tendons 
were to be expected. Like 
most Palestinians under 
occupation, Gazans are 
accustomed to rejecting au- 
thority. 

“We never had to stand 
in line to see officials. We 
never accepted being 
pushed around by police- 
men. We never felt the fear 
of being arrested or repri- 
manded for criticising the 
authority. Now we feel we 
are like any other Arab 
regime,” one Palestinian 
said. 

There are five security 
and intelligence depart- 
ments, some of which face 
charges of human rights 
violations of a sort that 
were levelled against Israel 
in the past. 

Political scientist Ziad 
Abu Amr said be was not 
sure the leadership was 
aware of the dangers and 
dynamics of the conflicting 
interests of insiders and 
outsiders. 

“In the absence of in- 
tegrative factors, the rela- 
tionship will become anta- 
gonistic,” be said. 


EU strives to show support for Mandela 


By Peter Blackburn 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — The Euro- 
pean- Union (EU), 
aware of- a need to . turn 
words quickly into action, is 
seeking to help Nelson 
Mandela's South African 
government of national uni- 
ty while it considers a long 
term trade and aid accord. 

After South Africa's first 
all-race elections in April, 
the EU promised to use 
every means to support the 
country's efforts to create a 
democratic and racially in- 
tegrated society. 

This week it was trying to- 
finalise a list of non-sensi- 
tive South African indust- 
rial products eligible to be- 
nefit under the Generalised 
System of Preferences 
(GSP) for developing coun- 
tries. 

A visit to South Africa in 
October by the Ell's exter- 
nal trade commissioner Sir 
Leon Brittan is expected to 
speed up an interim aid 
package setting the 
framework for long term 
trade and cooperation. 

“The EU has got to act 
now as it's still a long way 


off fixing the shape or Ion 
term relations,” said an El 


diplomat. 

As South Africa's main 
trading partner, taking 40 
per cent of its exports, as 
well as a major investor and 
. aid donor, _the _EU_ poten- 
tially has a key role to play. 

South African Deputy 
President F.W. De Klerk 
has reminded Europe of the 
continuing need for support 
after the transition to a mul- 
ti-racial democracy. 

“We need to underpin 
that democracy by achiev- 
ing a sustainable and re- 
latively high growth rate," 
he said miring an invest- 
ment promotion visit to 
Germany earlier this 
month. 

The big question about 
future EU-South Africa re- 
lations is whether Pretoria 
will opt to join the Lome 
Convention, an aid and 
trade pact linking 70 Afri- 
can, Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) developing coun- 
tries with the EU, or 
negotiate a special bilateral 
deal. 

Lome offers the best 
prospects of access to the 
huge EU market but the 
drawback is that mem- 
bership negotiations could 
be slow and complicated, 
EU officials said. 


With a per capita GNP of 
£2,670 in 1992, South Afri- 
ca is classified by the World 
Bank as an upiper-middle- 
income economy, like ACP 
members Botswana_ and 
Mauritius. 

Although ACP states 
would welcome the political 
weight added by South 
Africa and are sympathetic 
to its economic needs, they 
are also anxious to protect 
their own interests. 

“Parts of Lome could be 
included in a specially tai- 
lored deal,” said one EU 
Official, noting that South 
Africa could take part in its 
regional programmes and 
political discussions and be- 
nefit from its trade rules of 


South African diplomats 
were cautious about which 
way Pretoria would turn. 
*Ifs. “50/50 right now," 
said one. 

South Africa, which is* 
due to join the 10-member 
Southern African Develop- 
ment Community (SADC) 
in August, may clarify its 
stance at a conference to be 
attended by foreign minis- 
ters on EU relations with 
southern Africa in Berlin 
from September 5-6. 

• “It’s come out of the poli- 


tical wilderness... it’s a ma- 
jor motor for economic 
growth in southern Africa," 
said a spokesman for the 
European Commission. 

He argued jhat the EU 
was moving quickly to" sup-' 
port South Africa, saying it 
was granting immediate 
GSP benefits, even though 
a revised scheme is due to 
come into force in January 
1995. 

"The principle of how 
South Africa fits into the 
new scheme has been estab- 
lished," said an HU di- 
plomat. 

But others said the list of 
South African items had 
been whittled down at 
French insistence, with pro- 
cessed farm products, such 
as fruit juices, among the 
major casualties. 

In May, the EU lifted all 
remaining sanctions, in- 
cluding a ban on arms trad- 
ing and military coopera- 
tion, following the ending 
of a mandatory 17-year-old 
United Nations arms 
embargo. 

The EU is also con- 
tinuing an aid programme, 
amounting to £122 million ; 
in 1994, covering educa- 
tion, training, health and 
rural development. 


The Americans are definitely aware that the Iraqi 
borders are wide-open with Syna, Turkey and Iran, 
without any son of inspection. The problem of Iraq is that 
it does not have money any more to pay for its unports, not 
that it has any difficulty in buying things if it can pay for 

^More important is the fact the Jordanian and Iraqi 
peoples are part of one Arab nation. It is not conceivable 
nor morally and nationally acceptable to be asked to 
normalise our economic relations with Israel before we are 
able to normalise our economic relations with Iraq. The 
sanctions are not only hurting the weaker groups of the 
Iraqi population, they are hurting the Jordanian economy 
as well. Iraq used to buy 25 per cent of all Jordanian 
exports. Jordan cannot prosper economically as long as the 
sanctions are in place. The New York Times has observed 
in a recent editorial: Sanctions against Iraq should not 

continue for ever. . 

Jordan met the American demands, went extra miles in 
its peace process with Israel, and took huge risks. It is high 
time to find some understanding and appreciation of its 
difficulties. The United Nations has nothing to do with the 
whole episode. It is America that created the problem and 
is now able to solve it to the satisfaction of the Jordanian 
people, if the friendship and goodwill of the Jordanians are 
sought. 


Iranian opponent 
wait in Iraq to 
topple mullahs 


By Leon Barkho 

Reuter _ 

BAGHDAD — Massoud 
Rajavi wants to topple 
Iran's mullahs but in the 
meantime he avoids wear- 
ing a necktie so he does not 
run afoul of thehr decree 
that ties are un-Islamic. 

Women, who make up 35 
per cent of the fighting 
force of his army, wear 
headscarves and avoid 
shaking hands with men as 
if afraid of “what the mul- 
lahs would say.” 

Mr. Rajavi, 45-year-old 
leader of the National Li- 
beration Army (NLA) of 
foe Mujahideen Khalq Ira- 
nian opposition movement, 
is a man whose movements 
are in many ways con- 
strained. 

His army has tanks, guns 
and other armaments, but 
he buys them from Iraq, 
where be has been based 
since 1986. He admits he 
would not mount an inva- 
sion without consulting his 
hosts. 

He knows, too, his close 
links with Iraq have done 
nothing to endear him to 
the West. 

“Nobody would like to 
have his army outside his 
country," Mr. Rajavi said, 
aware that his Iraqi connec- 
tions are partly to blame for 
lack of Western support. 

“Do you have a better 
place for us other than Iraq, 
another place to establish 
an army?” 

In a recent meeting with 
journalists at his fortress- 
like compound in Baghdad, 
Mr. Rajavi refused to spell 
out terms of his stay in Iraq. - 

He produced documents 
in Arabic saying Baghdad 
would respect the inde- 
pendence of his group and 
“its freedom of action and 
complete military and 
ideological and political in- 
dependence." 

But he added that if he 
ever asked his army to 
march on Tehran “a re- 
spectful way” would be to 
“inform the host." 

How soon that might be 
is anybody's guess, but right 
now it does not look immi- 
nent. 

He told the journalists 
that "a minefield of risks’* 
stood between him and his 
dream of toppling Tehran’s 
clerics. 

A rapprochement be- 
tween Tehran and Baghdad 
like one in 1975 may 
prompt Iraq to curb his 
activities, although he be- 
’lieves differences between 
the diehard foes are too 
great to resolve. 

Iraq and Iran, which 
fought a ruinous war be- 
tween 1980-1988, have not 
signed a peace treaty and 
bilateral ties are at their 
lowest ebb. 

Mr. Rajavi’s NLA staged 

large-scale, live-fire milit- 
ary exercises recently on 
the Iraq -Iran border. Hun- 
dreds of tanks, armoured 
vehicles and heavy artillery 
as well as helicopter 
gunships rook part, begging 
the question where the? 
came from. 

“Armoured vehicles 
were bought from Iraq, the 
same with artillery and tank 
carriers... helicopter 
gunships the same," Mj. 
Rajavi said when pressed to 
reveal the source of his 
armament. 

H e insisted everything 
was paid for and policed 






documents to show 
amounts of money transfer- 
red to the Iraqis. He said 
more than 90 per cent of 
purchases were made prior 
to imposition of U.N. trade 
sanctions on Iraq shortly 
after the 1990 Gulf crisis. 

It was the first time the 
Mujahideen were so frank 
about how they armed 
themselves. In the past they 
had insisted most weaponry 
was part of 1988 booty 
when their army penetrated 
up to 200 into the border 
province of Bakhtaran be- 
fore being repulsed. 

Mr. Rajavi put the 
group’s budget in 1993 at 
$45 million. He said most of 
it came from Iranian sup- 
porters and from commer- 
cial transactions selling cat- 
pets and gold. 

About 111 million was 
spent buying machinery, 
vehicles and equipment on| 
the Iraqi market, he said. 

Mr. Rajavi said his group 
was suffering financial diffi- 
culties but there were dis- 
tinct touches of luxury dur- 
ing the interview. Bananas, 
.apples and sweets — all 
virtually non-existent in 
Iraq due to U.N. sanctions 
— were served in fine 
porcelain. 

“It was the first 
time the Mujahi- 
deen were so 
frank about how 
they armed 
themselves. In the 
past they had in- 
sisted most 
weaponry was 
part of 1988 boo- 
ty when their 
army penetrated 
up to 200 into the 
border province 
of Bakhtara.” 

Bom in 1948,- Mr. Rajavi 
spent eight years in the 
shah's jails. His group sup- 
ported the 1979 Islamic re- t 
volution of the late Ayatol- • 
lah Khomeini and he was 
released only a week before 
Khomeini arrived in 
Tehran. 

But Mr. Rajavi soon fell 
out with the clerics. He fled 
Iran in 1981 and moved 
base to Iraq in 1986 where 
he set up his army. 

A tortuous road leads to 
his headquarters, where 
armed sentries stand guard. 
Journalists passed through 
metal detectors to enter a 
plush hall for the interview. 

Gunmen, whom Mr. Ra- 
javi described as the “mul- 
lahs" diplomatic "terror- 
ists", killed two of his com- 
batants in Baghdad and 
mounted several grenade 
and rocket attacks on the 
group's headquarters. 

He has a healthy respect 
for Iran’s long arm, much 
like British author Salman 
Rushdie. 

Mr. Rajavi said he does 
not support Khomeini's fat- 
wa (religious decree) con- 
demning Mr. Rushdie to 
death for the alleged bias- 
phemy against Islam of bis 
book, “The Satanic 
Verses.” 

, Issuing a fatwa to kill Mr. 
Rushdie was un-Islamic, he 
said. 
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a Hamas leader. 

Dr. Yazuri said the 
appointment of only Mr. 
Arafat’s men violated an 
agreement that the council 
would include representa- 
tives of all factions. 

Inside* Gaza’s mayor, 
Aoun Shawa, rejected the 
protest saying ah factions 
were welcomed to join the 
council, which, be said, was 
only temporary. Hamas, 
stayed out became they were 
.not given the right to veto 
council members, he said. 


Observers on way out of Hebron 

i HEBRON (AFP) — The international observer force in 
> Hebron announced Friday that its mission would end on 
Monday at the end of its three-month mandate. “On 
: August 8th the mission will end in the city of Hebron. The 
observers from Norway, Italy and Denmark will leave the 
- area,'’ said spokesman Bjarao Sorensen of the T emporary 
International Presence in Hebron ( llPH). “TIPH believes 
to nearly have fulfilled its mission in Hebron, only a few 
points are still unsolved," said Mr. Sorensen, pointing to 
efforts to reopen the Ibrahmri M osque and a full reopening 
of the town’s vegetable market. “TIPH has ... been able to 
lower the level of tension in the aty," the spokesman said. 
‘Tife in Hebron is on the move back to normal.” The 166 
observers were deployed in the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
town after the massacre of more than 30 worshippers in the 
" Ibr ahmri Mosque by a Jewish settler on Feb. 25. 

Mild tremor wakes residents in Lebanon 

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — A mild tremor woke 
-thousands of residents in Lebanon's Christian heartland 
north and east of Beirut at daybreak Saturday. Police said 
no damage, or casualties were reported. The seismological 
centre in Bhannes in the central mountain ridge northeast 
of Beirut said the epicentre of the five-second quiake was in 
western Syria, about 200 kilometres east of Beirut. It had a 1 
preliminary measured magnitude of 3.8. Such a tremor can 
cause moderate damage. 


PLO staff in Athens strike for pay 

ATHENS (R) — About 20 members of the Palestine 
: Liberation Organisation (PLO) office in Athens are on 
strike because they have not been paid for months, a 
spokes man for the group said on Saturday. “We have been 
on strike since July 27 ... we have not received our salaries 
for several months,” be said. In a statement, the staff said 
their survival was at stake. “We assure our people that our 
action is nothing but a cry of despair," the statement said. 


: Sudan aid airdrops to begin next week 

TMARTOUM (AFP) — Airdrops of food aid for starving 
o viTianc in isolated areas of south Sudan are to begin next 
week, a top government aid official said Saturday. Relief 
commissioner Ahmad Mohammad A1 Aghbash said the 
ad, consisting of cereals, would be dropped in needy arras 
•where delrvenes cannot be made by other means. Some 400 
tonnes- of aid supplies destined for the region had already 
been flown from Entebbe in Uganda to south Sudan’s main 
town of Juba, Mr. Aghbash told the A1 Engaz A1 Watam 
daily. The operation, sponsored by the World Food 
Programme, would be earned out at the rate of two flights 
a day. He added that a relief boat carrying 1,700 tonnes <rf 
-gram had arrived, in the Fimjak and Tonga districts of south 
^Sudan's Upper Nile state. 
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tart, a Hamas activist. 

Mr. Arafat and his aides 
have insisted repeatedly that 
the new self-mle in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho would 
guarantee freedoms of 
speech, press and assembly. 

But Palestinians inside the 
occupied territories fear that 
Mr. Arafat and his advisors, 
used to the tightly controlled 
press in countries where they 
lived, will try to block press 
freedom. 

The sit-in broke np peace- 
fully after about two hours. 




An unidentified Algerian Saturday reads out a communique 
to joumafists at the Folembray barracks, Northern France, 
where he is detained along with 16 other suspected 
extremists as part of security measures implemented by 


French authorities after the murders of five Frenchmen bn 
Algiers. At left fa DjafEar A1 Houari, fhahnian of the 
Algerian Fraternity in France (AFP photo) 


S. Africa family shot, victims of crime wave 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinians seek refinery for self-rule 

DUBAI (R) — Palestinian investors have approached 
financial institutions and businessmen in the Gulf to invest 
in a refinery project for Palestinian self-rule areas, the 
Qatari News Agency reported on Saturday. It said the 
Qatari newspaper A1 Asharq quoted a Palestinian source as 
saying a refinery, with a projected capacity of 15,000 
barrels per day (bpd), was needed because a Jordanian 
refinery which would supply the autonomous areas could 
not meet demand. The refinery would be supplied by crude 
oil from Arab and Islamic oil-producing countries, the 
newspaper said. The repent gave no indication whether the 
Palestinian requested had received a response from poten- 
tial investors, which the newspaper saul included Palesti- 
nian businessmen in the Galt. 

Zimbabwe denies supplying arms to SPLA 

.HARARE (R) — Zimbabwe denied on Friday allegations 
that it was supplying arms to rebels of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) led by John Garang’ A defector 
from the rival SPLA-United faction John, Knlang, was 
quoted as saying on Thursday that Zimbabwe and Uganda 
supplied weapons to Col. Garang's mainstream SPLA. 
“The allegations are not true. It is absolutely not true that 
_we have been sending arms to SPLA. I want to deny the 
allegations vigorously and emphatically,” said Foreign 
Affairs Minister Nathan Shamuyarira. He told the local 
state-owned domestic news Agency Ziana that Zimbabwe 
was engaged only in diplomatic efforts to end Sudan’s 
27-old ciril war. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
A famil y of five have been 
shot dead by gunmen in a 
Johannesburg township, 
among the latest victims of 
rampant violence in South 
Afnca where police and Nel- 
son Mandela’s government 
have declared war on crime. 

Two gunmen, one aimed 
with an AK-47 assault rifle, 
the other a handgun, kicked 
down the door to Floyd 
Mabaso’s Wattville home Fri- 
day right before spraying it 
with bullets, killing Mabaso, 
26, his wife Agnes, 21, their 
son Toby, aged one, daugh- 
ter Ngozilie. three, and 
grandmother Emily Mabaso, 


Police inured to years of 
endemic political violence 
during tiie apartheid era, on 
Saturday reacted with shock 
and outrage to the “motivc- 
Jess” .. killings,- which took 
[dace less than 100 days after 
South Africa’s first all-race 
elections. 

Mr. Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) 


led government and regional 
administration have declared 
war on violent crime and 
attacks on police which they 
fear will affect ambitious 
plans to create jobs and res- 
tore essential services and so- 
cial order in dirt-poor 
townships, particularly those 
east of Johannesburg. 

“We call upon & com- 
munity to assist ns in 
apprehending the killers who 
destroyed a family in cold 
Mood,” said a visibly shaken 
Captain Govindsamy 
Mariemuthoo. 

While police were sear- 
ching for the Mabaso family's 
killers east of Johannesburg, 
about 2,000 officers paraded 
through sprawling Soweto, to 
the west of the city. In an 
attempt to win community 
support for the anti-crime 
campaign. ■ 

More than 150 police offic- 
ers have been killed since the 
year began, all but a handful 
of the murders unsolved. 

Police spokesman Colonel 
Herman Oostbuizen said in a 


statement the police parade 
was aimed at winning the 
support of Soweto residents 
and appealed to local people 
to help track down illegal 
firearms and criminals. 

Two policemen were mur- 
dered in the township. South 
Africa's biggest, last 
weekend. Their killer, or kil- 
lers. are still at large. 

At the other end of the 
country, police said an off- 
duty officer was shot dead in 
Durban’s Lamontville 
township early on Saturday 
after being approached by an 
armed group of men. 

‘’He was then shot in the 
head, chest and stomach. He 
died at the scene,’’ 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hamil- 
ton Ngjdi told Renters. 

Police acknowledge they, 
face an uphill battle in restor- 
ing their credibility in black 
communities which histor- 
ically regarded them as enfor- 
cers of apartheid. 

On Thursday, Safety and 
Security Minister Sydney 


Oufamadi said the gloves 
were off in the war against 
crime. “We will not permit 
criminal elements to bixome 
unseen dictators,” Mr. Mufa- 
raadi told Reuters after meet- 
ing families of murdered 
police. 

Political analysts and vio- 
lence monitors said while 
political violence had de- 
clined since Mr. Mandela's 
national unity government 
took office in May, crime and 
the killing of police officers 
had increased — particularly 
in the industrial heartland 
around Johannesburg. 

They say robberies, mug- 
gins, rapes, car hijackings, 
child abuse, abduction of 
babies and the killing of 
police officers were at record 
highs. 

One senior ANC official 
has suggested sealing South 
Africa’s borders with 
Mozambique and Swaziland 
to try to stem the flood of 
smuggled firearms, particu- 
larly AK-47s. 


Jordan to insist on detailed talks on water and land 


(Continued from page 1) 

mg the meeting. Dr. Majali 
and the participants reviewed 
the nature of the current 
phase and the prime minister 
answered questions raised by 
the negotiators. 

Dr. Anani said this week’s 
talks were a resumption of 
the discussions Jordan and 
Israel bad already started in 
Washington and would focus 
on implementing the provi- 
sions of the Washington Dec- 
laration, particularly with re- 
gards to issues related to re- 
gaining Jordanian sovereign- 
ty on its occupied land and 
water rights and the need to 
speed np negotiations on 
those two particular issues. 

Dr. Anani said Jordan and 
Israel had covered a long 
distance on defining the basis 
For delineating the border. 

Dr. Anani said there was 
an agreement between the 
two sides on Jordan’s fair 
share of water for the Jordan 
and Yarmouk rivers, noting 
that negotiations at the pre- 
sent have become more de- 
tailed. 

Therefore, he added, the 
Jordanian delegation should 
be provided with precise de- 


Two Israeli 
soldiers killed 

(Continued from page 1) 

claim that the Movement of 
the Oppressed had carried 
out the bombings of Israeli 
and Jewish targets in London 
on July 26 and 27. 

“We warn the Jewish 
enemy that if they bomb our 
people again, whether in the 
south, in Beirut or in the 
Bekaa, we will hit Jewish 
interests across the world and 
cause rivers of blood to flow 
like we did in Argentina and 
London,” he said. 

Hie anonymous caller did 
not claim direct responsibility 
for. the Buenos Aires bomb- 
ing bnt mentioned it as part 
of the fight by fundamental- 
ists against Israel- 

On July 29, a caller from 
the same group had already 
claimed responsibility for tire 
London car bombings. 

In a separate claim, a state- 
ment was sent to the London- 
based Arabic newspaper A1 
Hayat saying the bombings in 
the British capital were the 
work of the Palestinian 
: Resistance-Palestine Jaffa 
team. 


tails and information and 
ready to reply to any Israeli 
proposals or questions. 

In reply to a question on 
whether there will be a 
national referendum on the 
negotiations. Dr. Anani said 
His Majesty King Hussein 
was referring to options that 
“a decision-maker would rely 
on in issuing a judgement ... 
and if the Lower House of 
Parliament is the side en- 
trusted with representing die 
people in this issue ana re- 
flects the people's will as it is 
understood by His Majesty 
from the expressions of sup- 
port he received ... therefore ’ 
Parliament complies with the 
overwhelming popular will 
which was manifested during 
His Majesty’s visit to 
Washington and afterwards.” 

He smd it was die King's 
prerogative to decide 
whether there is a need for 
such a referendum. 

He said that Israel and 
Jordan had agreed to refer to 
the British mandate agree- 
ment with regard to the bor- 
der and water issues and the 
two sides set np a sub- 
committee to facilitate the 
work. 

Dr. Anani said there were 


not -any ready arrangements 
for the King to visit Jeru- 
salem. 

“What Jordan wants to say 
on the issue of Jerusalem is 
that it is more serious than 
being left for political rival- 
ries and we are looking for a 
right that originally belongs 
to the Islamic and Arab na- 
tions, the right to Islamic and 
Guristian sites," Dr. Anani 
said. “We will not make tiie 
issue of Jerusalem an issue 
under compromise at the cur- 
rent state.” 

About moving the negotia- 
tions from Washington to the 
region, Dr. Anani said this 
was not meant to end the 
negotiations process but was 
done because the nature of, 
negotiations had required so' 
and because Jordan was ab- 
out to take practical steps 
that would regain its basic 
rights. 

He said that there were 
some benefits already emerg- 
ing as a result of the progress 
in the process, including 
general budget issues, noting 
that Jordan was setting 
American and British debt 
relief. 

Dr. Anani said His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Has- 


san will represent His Majes- 
ty at a celebration to inaugu- 
rate a border crossing point 
between Jordan and Israel 
Monday in the south. He said 
Prince Hassan will be accom- 
panied on the ceremony by 
several ministers and senior 
officials. 

He said on the Israeli side 
the ceremony will be 
attended by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
Secretary of Suite Warren 
Christopher and a delegation 
accompanying him will also 
attend. 

The ceremony will include 
short addresses by Prince 
Hassan, Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Christopher. 

Dr. Anani said the cere- 
mony would be followed by a 
round of talks attended by 
King Hussein, Prince Has- 
san, Dr. Majali and other 
senior officials, and on the 
Israeli side by Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Peres. 

On the American ride the 
talks will be attended by Mr. 
Christopher and the accom- 
panying delegation. 

After the meeting, he said, 
the King will meet with jour- 
nalists at a press conference. 


‘Iraq could be part of peace process’ 


(Continued from page 1} 

However, the Iraqi govern- 
ment has consistently denied 
such reports. In one instance 
after carrying {in official de- 
nial, an Iraqi state-controlled 
paper said last year the Bagh- 
dad government might de- 
mand billions of dollars in 
reparations from Israel for 
the destruction of its Osirak 
nuclear reactor. The reactor 
was demolished in an Israeli 
air raid in 1981. 

Observers here did not rule 
out the possibility that Iraqi- 
Israeli contacts could in fact 
have taken place, but they 
also suggested that the Israeli 
reports could be a ruse to 
arouse Iraqi interest in con- 
tacting the Jewish state. 

“After all, Israel is the 
closest ally of the United 
States, and it is presumable 
that Israel could be suggest- 
ing itself as a go-between for 
Baghdad and Washington,” 
said a seasoned observer. 


Israel cannot say mat peace 
has been established in the 
Middle East until Iraq jeans 
the process,” added the 
observer. “What better way 


to suggest itself a benefactor any, at a time when it is not 

to Baghdad in return for en- even dearly known whether 

ding the state of war between Israel could or would serve a 

Iraq and Israel?” useful purpose.” 

Diplomatic sources said Diplomats also note that 
there had been a consider- dime is a considerable num- 

able wave of suggestions that ber of Jews of Iraqi origin 

Iraqi-Israeli contacts were settled down in Israel who 

taking place but none that could act as a conduit for 

could be pinned down in defi- behind-the-scene contacts 

nite terms. with no prior commitment 

“Indeed, Iraq fa definitely from either governments, 
interested in exploring all According to reports from 
possibilities in its efforts to Israel, Prime Minister Yit- 
end tins sanctions,” said a zhalc Rabin is maintaining a 
diplomat. But, added The flexible position on Iraq, 
diplomat, “it is unlikely that saying Israeli-Iraqi contacts 
Baghdad would acknowledge depended on Washington's 
such contacts, if there were consent. 

Arafat secures U.S. backing 

(Continued from page 1) 


Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said: “It is not 
possible just to keep com- 
plaining, something must be 
done. And If there is one 
complaint from this side and 
one complaint from the 
other, they should discuss it” 
The minister told reporters 
before the talks Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Christopher would 


nl $n ftigfucg how to keep the 
Israeli-Palestinian process 
moving, beyond the first 
stage of self-rule for Gaza 
and Jericho only. 

“It's not possible to stop at 
this stage only. We have to 
move quickly from one stage 
to another in order to imple- 
ment the timetables," he 
said. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algeria's banned Islamic 
Salvation Army (A1S) 
threatened Saturday to exact 
reprisals inside France if 17 
suspected Algerian extrem- 
ists detained by French au- 
thorities were not immediate- 
ly released. 

In a statement received 
here by AFP, the AIS called 
for “tiie immediate libera- 
tion" of the 17 Islamic ftin- 
damentalists held at a bar- 
racks in France, threatening 
unspecified reprisals inside 
France if the demand was 
not met. 

The organisation is the 
military wing of the outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), the group spear he ad in g an 
insurrection against 

Algeria's military-backed 
secular government. 

Sixteen people were 
rounded up in France Thurs- 
day and Friday after sus- 
pected fundamentalists shot 
and killed five French citizens 
on the outskirts of Algiers 
Thursday in an attack 
claimed by another organisa- 
tion, the Armed Islamic 
Group. 

The 16 were detained at a 
barracks in Folembray, 
northern France. 

The 17th, Omar Saker. is 
an imam or religious leader, 
detained Monday when 
police discovered fliers in the 
boot of his car calling for an 
armed struggle in France. 

French Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua said Friday 
the initial 16 had been served 
with expulsion orders. It was 
not known if the same ap- 
plied to Mr. Saker. 

The five Frenchmen — two 
consular officials and three 
gendarmes — were among 
more than 50 foreigners kil- 
led in Algeria by Muslim 
fundamentalists in their two- 
and-a-half-year low-level war 
which has left some 2,000 
people dead on both sides of 
the conflict. 

In its communique, the 
AIS accused France of having 
“declared war on the FIS and 
the Muslim Algerian peo- 
ple." 

It said, “France must re- 
nounce its aggressive policy 
and immediately liberate our 
brothers, or take responsibil- 
ity for what the Mujahedeen 
of the Islamic Salvation 
Army will make them suf- 
fer.” 

The group accused France, 
in detaining the 17, of having 
been “incited by the junta" 
— an apparent reference to 
the military-backed lead- 
ership in Algiers. 

The Paris foreign ministry 
said France had asked Bri- 
tain, Germany and the Un- 
ited Stales through diploma- 
tic channels to silence exiled 
FIS leaders on their territory. 

Bonn and London im- 
mediately denied Minister 
Pasqua's accusation that they 
were soft on militants and 
said they had no evidence 
that crimes had been commit- 
ted or prepared on their soil. 

Among the militants con- 
fined in Folembray, sur- 
rounded by barbed wire 
fences and armed gendarmes 


in bullet-proof jackets, was 
Djaffar A! Houari, leader of 
the Algerian Fraternity in 
France (FAF), seen by police 
as a support group for the 
FIS. 

France has strongly backed 
Algeria's army-backed au- 
thorities since they cancelled 
a general election in January 
1992 which the FIS was 
poised to win. At least 4.000 
Algerians and 56 foreigners 
have been killed in the subse- 
quent civil strife. 

Rabah Kebir. German- 
based president of the FIS 
leadership in exile, told the 
newspaper Lc Monde: “The 
position of France, which re- 
fuses the free choice of the 
Algerian people, negates 
democracy and gives unli- 
mited support to the military 
dictatorship, is an outright 
provocation.” 

The Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA) meanwhile threatened 
to take “dissuasive” mea- 
sures against any student or 
teacher who continues to fre- 
quent Algeria’s schools and 
universities. 

The GIA claimed responsi- 
bility for Wednesday's mur- 
der of five Frenchmen which 
observers noted could have 
been the result of a con- 
tinuing struggle between 
leaders of rival armed Islamic 
factions. 

According to a GIA state- 
ment published by the Arab 
daily A! Hayat. ' “any stu- 
dent," "teacher." or “secon- 
dary school or university 
director" who continues to 
frequent Algeria’s schools 
and universities “will be sub- 
jected to dissuasive punish- 
ment ... according to the 
Sharia law,” inspired by the 
Koran. 

“According to the Sharia, 
one is not allowed to work in 
establishments which belong 
to governments or their 
allies." notably in education 
where the curriculum “is con- 
trary to the rules of Islam." 
the GIA said. 

“The school or university 
which remains open will be 
the target of a fire or an 
explosion until all obey the: 
GIA’s order,” the statement 
said. 

The fact that “educational 
establishments stay open 
under these circumstances 
will mean that they ignore the 
blood shed by the fighters 
and martyrs." the text con- 
tinues in a reference to those 
Islamists who have died in 
their four-year armed strug- 
gle against the government. 

The statement said that 
those who "continue their 
studies (in these establish- 
ments) are helping the tyrant 
(the government) to ensure 
stability and thereby are not 
accomplishing the Jihad (holy 
war)" against the regime. 

Al Hayat said the state- 
ment was signed by the GIA 
leader, Abu Abd Ahmad. 

On Oct. 24. the GIA took 
three French consular offic- 
ers hostage and released 
them a week later with a 
message giving foreigners a 
month to leave the country or 
run the risk of being killed. 


Libya blames U.S. 
for sanctions renewal 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — 
Libya blamed the United 
States on Saturday for the 
“unjust decision" by the 
U.N. Security Council to up- 
hold sanctions on Tripoli, the 
official news agency JANA 
said. 

The Security Council de- 
cided Friday to maintain 
sanctions because Libya had 
not met Western demands 
that it hand over two suspects 
in the 1988 Pan Am airliner 
bombing over Lockerbie. 
Scotland. 

JANA said the derision 
was imposed on the Security 
Council by the United States, 
France and Britain, and it 
condemned “western arro- 
gance, notably from the Un- 
ited States.” 

It said Libya had been 
“flexible and cooperative'* in 
the Lockerbie bombing dis- 
pute but was being punished 
for its “nationalist stances 
and support for just causes.” 

The sanctions which came 
into force in April 1992 pro- 
vide for a flight ban and 
military embargo on Libya. 
The Security Council added 
economic sanctions last De- 
cember, freezing some of 
Libya's assets abroad. 

Washington is demanding 
that Libya hand over to the 
United States or Britain two 
suspects in the 1988 bombing 
that killed 270 people. 

It is also calling on Tripoli 
to assist in the investigation 
led by French officials into a, 
second bomb attack in 1989* 
on a UTA flight that killed 
170 passengers. 


In a letter to (he United 
Nations on Monday, Libya 
requested that the two Lock- 
erbie suspects be tried before 
Scottish judges at the world 
court in the Hague. 

Russia and the Arab 
league argued in favour of a 
U.N. compromise solution 
on Friday. The sanctions are 
reviewed by the Security 
Council every 120 days. 

Russia, the council presi- 
dent, suggested that the trial 
of two Libyan suspects be 
held in the Hague, a move 
supported by Libya and the 
Arab League. 

“There was no agreement 
that the necessary conditions 
exist for modification of mea- 
sures of sanctions,” Russian 
Ambassador Yuly Voront- 
sov, the council president, 
told reporters after dosed 
consultations. 

The sanctions cover air 
traffic, arms sales, diplomatic 
relations and restrictions on 
the import of some oil indus- 
try equipment. Oil drilling 
equipment is not prohibited 
and there is no oil embargo. 

Mr. Vorontsov said that 
Russia proposed the council 
ask the secretaiy-general to 
promote dialogue on the trial 
and the sanctions, noting that 
Libya has made some posi- 
tive statements. But he said 
the suggestion died for lack 
of support. 

“The general feeling was it 
is taking too long ... action is 
overdue and effort should be 
exerted for the peaceful re- 
solution of the problem," 
Mr. Vorontsov said. 
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Arab Gulf states edge 
closer to customs union 


Russian premier promises lower taxes to boost output 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Six 
wealthy Arab Gulf states 
have made headway in a 
long-standing bid to set up a 
customs union which will give 
birth to a common regional 
market and pave the way for 
a free trade pact with Euro- 
pean economic partners. 
Gulf officials have said. 

Customs chiefs from the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCO have finished 
drawing up most of a list of 
imported products to be ex- 
empted or covered by a 
proposed five to 10 per cent 
customs tariff, they said. 

The customs officials, who 
reviewed the list at talks in 
Riyadh in July, will meet 
again in the Gulf capital in 
October to put the finishing 
touches and discuss the uni- 
fied tax proposed by the 
GCC secretariat. 

“The date of the October 
meeting has not been fixed 
yet but" it could lake place in 
the second half ahead of talks 
by the finance ministers," an 
official from the Riyadh- 
based secretariat told AFP by 
telephone. 

"The meeting will cover 
the secretariat's proposal for 
a standard customs tariff and 
the list of products to be 
covered. The list has almost 
been completed and this con- 
stitutes a big step towards a 
customs union," he said. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirate (LI AE) — have been 
considering unifying their 
tariffs for more than seven 
years in line with their 2983 
accord to establish a common 
market. 


Until recently, the talks 
made little progress as some 
members had refused to low- 
er their tariffs on the grounds 
this will hit their income. 

Bahrain was the strongest 
opponent of reducing duties 
as import taxes provide a 
large part of its revenues, in 
contrast with other GCC 
members, which depend 
heavily on oil and gas ex- 
ports. 

Saudi Arabia, which also 
imposes high tariffs, had de- 
manded selective cuts to pro- 
tect its burgeoning industries. 

Another obstacle was the 
low tariff in the UAE, which 
had argued hiking taxes was 
against" its free trade policy. 
But the problem has been 
tackled this week, when it 
raised duties to four per cent 
from one per cent. 

Gulf officials said the com- 
promise of five to 10 per cent 
was an initial proposal and 
could be modified to accommo- 
date more demands "by mem- 
bers. 

But they noted it could be 
endorsed if member states 
agreed on exempting certain 
products and maintaining 
protection on some others. 

"The problem of revenues 
could be resolved through a 
mechanism that will be dis- 
cussed at a later stage," the 
GCC official said. “It pro- 
vides for collecting tax re- 
venues from all members and 
distributing them prop- 
ortionately. We have found 
such a suggestion feasible but 
it needs more studies."* 

UAE customs chief Obaid 
Busit said this week the five 
per cent tariff would cover 
food and other essential pro- 
ducts while 10 per cent wonld 


be levied on luxury items and 
other non-essential goods. 

“I am optimistic about a 
unifi ed GCC customs tariff," 
the official Gulf News Agen- 
cy quoted Bahraini acting 
customs director, Ali Muha- 
mid, as saying. "GCC States 
have made large progress in 
bridging the gap in their 
views about the tariff and this 
will accelerate plans for a 
joint tariff.” 

In recent Gulf press com- 
ments, GCC assistant secret- 
ary general Abdullah A1 
Qiwaiz said a customs union 
was essential for the creation 
of a common market, which 
also envisages alignment of 
currencies and finking of 
bourses. 

A common GCC market 
will give birth to the biggest 
oil bloc in the world andone 
of the main consumer mar- 
kets, with imports of more 
than 880 billion a year. Its 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) stood at around $204 
billion in 1992, nearly 42 per 
cent of the total Arab GDP 
of 5480 billion. 

Gulf officials have said a 
single customs tariff would 
facilitate their negotiations 
with the European Union for 
a free trade pact, that will 
open European market for 
the growing GCC petroche- 
mical exports. 

GCC states produce most 
of the Arab petrochemical 
exports of around eight mil- 
lion tonnes per year and their 
investment in the sector is 
estimated at $18 billion. An 
official study has estimated 
they need to invest $20.8 
bfih'on to boost petrochemic- 
al output to face growing 
demand. 


Cuban lawmakers approve new 
tax system, restore income tax 


HAVANA (AFP) — The 
Cuban National Assembly 
approved a new tax system, 
bringing income taxes back 
for the first time in 30 years, 
and sharply increasing ex- 
isting state Idles. 

In a unanimous vote, legis- 
lators passed a fci!! introduced 
by President ride! Castro, 
who attended a two-day ses- 
sion of the National Assem- 
bly of People's Power. 

The bill states that "as an 
inalienable, general princi- 
ple, all income, including 
salaries, will be subject to 
taxes proportions to their 
amount." 

An initial provision in the 
bill that called for income tax 
collection “when the coun- 
try’s economic and social 
conditions permit it.” was 
struck from the final version 
at President Castro’s insist- 
ence. 

President Castro said in- 
come tax "must not be an 
untouchable dogma,” and 
restricted debate on the con- 
troversial provision. 


He also urged legislators to 
"save the soda! security" sys- 
tem from its current deficit of 
more than $500 million 
through workers’ contribu- 
tions." 

Cuba's economy and gov- 
ernment spending has been 
decimated "by the break-up of 
the Soviet Union, which cost 
the Caribbean nation its East 
Bloc trade subsidies, and the 
three-decade-old U.S. trade 
embargo. 

Stressing the need to “gra- 
dually create fiscal awareness 
among our people," die bill 
calls for reshaping the cur- 
rent, low-keyed fiscal system 
and imposing now taxes, 
mainly on national and fore- 
ign business profits and per- 
sonal income. * 

The bill also calls for taxes 
on real estate, the use of 
natural resources and adver- 
tising. and imposes highway 
tolls. 

Joint ventures with foreign 
companies will not be 
affected by the new plan, and 
will continue to be subject to 


a 1982 decree outlining a 
special status with certain tax 
breaks. 

Fanning, which has been 
hard hit by the economic 
crisis in Cuba, would also be 
exempt from any new taxes. 

“In view of oar lack of 
experience on fiscal mat- 
ters... the system will be in- 
troduced gradually beginning 
next year,” Finance and Price 
Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez 
said. 

He acknowledged the com- 
.plexity of the task, adding 
that the measures “will be 
unpleasant, requiring an adv- 
anced level of understand- 
ing.” ‘ 

However, Mr. Rodriguez 
said the measures are 
“urgently needed” to heal 
the ailing economy suffering 
from an oversupply of cur- 
rency of dose to $12 tnflion, 
with a budget deficit in excess 
of S3 billion. 

Officials said the measure 
would enable the government 
to double its current revenues 
of 500 million to 550 million 
pesos annually. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin has promised lower 
taxes to stimulate output 
which fell by almost a fifth in 
the first half of the year. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
during a visit to the northern 
autonomous republic of 
Karelia that a new tax reg- 
ime, to be introduced from 
the beginning of 1995, would 
lighten the burden on com- ' 
parties. 

“We will lower taxes. The 
tax system must not impede 
production," Interfax News 
Agency quoted him as 
saying. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin spoke 
as new data from the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) statistics com- 
mittee, quoted by Interfax, 
showed Russia’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) fell 
17 per cent in the-first half of 
1994 over a - year ago. 

All memBers of the CIS, 

India 

tightens 

banking 

regulations 

BOMBAY (R) — India's 
central bank has tightened its 
regulatory control over the 
banking sector to prevent a 
repeat of the scandal that 
rocked the country two years 
ago. 

Chakra varty Rangarajan, 
governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), said 
Saturday banks have been 
asked to introduce a system 
of concurrent auditing cover- 
ing 50 per cent of their busi- 
ness operations and 100 per 
cent of treasury operations. 

“This should facilitate ear- 
ly detection of errors and 
failures,” Mr. Rangarajan ; 
. told the Indian Banks’ Asso- i 

dation. ! 

The $1.28 billion financial i 
scandal, in which bankers j 
and brokers colluded to file- j 
gaily divert funds from the 
inter-bank securities market 
to the then-booming stock 
markets, briefly disrupted an 
economic liberalisation prog- 
ramme and is still embaras- j 
ring die government. 

Mr. Rangarajan said the 
Institute of Chartered 
Accountants had issued 
guidelines defining the scope 
of external audit. It lets au- 
ditors report directly to the 
RBI any serious insularity. 

He admitted that there 
were serious shortcomings in ' 
RBI's supervision in the past 
Until recently, the state-run 
banks were inspected once in 
four years. They will now be 
inspected once a year. 

The RBI lari week served 
notice on 20 banks, including 
nine foreign ones, saying they 
must pay 1.47 trillion rupees 
for accepting funds irregular- 
ly in India's worst financial 
scandal. 


which groups 12 former 
Soviet republics, have strug- 
gled to readjust their econo- 
mies to the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and the loss of 
old trading ties. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin was 
quoted by RIA news agency 
as saying it was not normal 
that more than 60 per cent of 
a company’s profits should go 
on tax. 

He was quoted by ITAR- 
TASS new agency as saying 
the government intended- to 
support domestic: producers 
by not lowering import duties 
in the near future. 

However, he said be bras 
tired of bearing complaints 
from enterprise directors and ' 
pleas: for cash to support 
production. 

“Get out on to the internal ‘ 
market and don’t \tait for 
someone else to solve your 
problems,” he told directors 
of a paper machine factory. 


Western economists said 
any moves to improve tax 
system, which was not. con- 
ducive to growth, would be 
welcome. 

“It will definitely shift 
firms from looking at how to 
avoid paying taxes to focus- 
ing on the production side," 
said one Western banker. 

However, another 
cautioned that lower taxes 
could lead to wider budget 
deficit, requiring a growth in 
money supply. . 

The 1994 budget envisages 
a deficit of 70 trillion roubles, 

or 10 per cent of GDP. 

Finance Minister Sergei 
Dubinin has said the first half 
deficit was just above 10 per 
cent of GDP and that the 
deficit was “at the level we 
^have planned." 

The government has also 
been aggressively selling 
treasury bills to narrow its 
budget deficit. 


Recently, an auction of 
595.6 billion roubles (nearly 
$300 million) of three-month 
T-bills was oversubscribed by 
banks with demand totalling 
707 J billion (nearly $350 mil- 
lion). 

But finance ministry offi- 


The central bank has lo- 
wered its refinancing rate in 
stages from 210 per cent fol- 
lowing a steady rail m month- 
ly inflation to 4.8 per cent in 
June from a 1994 peak of 22 
per cent in January. 

“The rate cut of five per 


fit** 


revenues will be way below « 


tbe target this year. 

Many economists say re- 
venue forecasts are over- 
optimistic and spending plans 
do not take account of tongh 
demands from the military 
and agriculture. State spend- 
ing is expected to rise in the 
coming months to finance the 
harvest campaign. 

In another step designed to 
stimulate output. Russia's 
central bank has cut its three- 
month refinancing rate to 150 
per cent annual from 155 per 
cent, the sixth cut since 
April. 


centra] bank bas been playing 
catch-up with the interbank 
rate,” said Viktor Huaco, 
president of the ITS Finance 
Corporation. 

Mr. Huaco said it was un- 
likely the rate would fall 
much further soon because of 
signs of rising inflation. 

Consumer prices rose 5.1 
per cent in July, government 
figures have showed. Offi- 
cials say inflation will rise to 
10 or 12 per cent in August 
and September because of 
the growth in money supply 
and new import taxes on a 
wide range of goods. 


Nigeria’s oil strike compounds economic woes 


LAGOS (R) — A month-old 
strike by oil workers deman- 
ding the restoration of demo- 
cracy is co m po u nding Niger- 
ia's economic problems by 
cutting vital crude oQ ex- 
ports. 

“There is no way the strike 

is not going to hit vital areas 
of the economy, such as re- 
venue and our ability to fund 
imports and repay foreign 
debts,” says a senior central 
h anlr official. 

Tbe ■ - strike by tbe oil un- 
ions Nupeng and Pengassan 
has for at feast a week bit 
deep into oil production and 
exports, Much provide more 
than 90 per cent of hard 
currency earnings. 

Industry sources said 
Nigeria’s ofl production was 
probably cut by about a third 
of its normal 2.0 nxQtion bar- 
rels per day. 

They said the Shell Pet- 
roleum Development Com- 
pany of Nigeria, which 
pumps about half die coun- 
try’s crude, was producing at 
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about 50 per cent Us normal 
feveL 

Othe r nmk maiiopb.-. :. have 
also suffered, though *not as 
much as Shell. 

An official of-AGIP said 
production at its Brass River 
system had been cut, but 
denied reports that the ter- 
minal had been evacuated. 

The head of Chevron 
Nigeria Ltd. was quoted by 
the Guardian newspaper as 
saying the strike was hitting 
his firm’s output. 

“I cannot say immediately 
bow much we are losing but 
we have suffered substantial- 
ly in terms of production 
delay and losses,” said Bill 
Ed man, Chevron Nigeria’s 
managing director. 

The strike by the oil unions 
demanding the release of de- 
tained politicians Moshood 
Abiola and his installation as 
president, has also disrupted 
domestic fuel supplies, public 
transport and other services. 

Mr. Abiola, the .apparent: 
winner of last year's annulled 
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Amra Hotel Amman. 



Andy Capp 



“Any good articles in the paper 
about the importance of talking to 
your wife during breakfast?” 



that scrambled word game 

<g by Henri Arnold and MUce ArgMan 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, tolorm 
tour ordinary words. 


Mott'n’Jeff 


VES SIR/ TfiERES 
A SALES TAX CN 
ANYTHING THAT'S 
■ — ■r~ r ' not 
' Jrs* =rn:Ki r r 




m, nr rwf s u. n mimjni 
MS' CljfTCWSPWSSStHVCl 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumb *«3: AGILE RUSTY BEYOND MALLET 
I Answer. Athletes who leam -humility often end up 
with these - ALTERED EGOS 


presidential vote, is on trial 
for treason after proclaiming 
himself president in ■ . defiance 
of military ruler. General 
Sam Abacha. 

Banks in Lagos, Nigeria's 
financial centre, have been 
dosed for more than three 
weeks due to a strike by bank 
employees and management 
fears that the crisis will set off 
a run on deposits. 

Tbe virtual paralysis of. 
Lagos, Nigeria’s commercial 
centre, has affected the 
whole economy. 

“Everything is at a stand- 
still. The central h anlr is con- 
cerned but there is nothing 
we can do since it is not an 
economic problem we are 
facing,” tiie central bank offi- 
cial said. 

Faced with mounting 


pressure from pro-democracy 
groups and unions to quit, . 
Nigeria’s rulers have given 
little attention to the eco- • 
nomy, leaving it to’ drift, ■ 
financial analysts say. 

Shrinking revenue denies ; 
manufacturers the hard cur- - 
rency they need to import 
raw materials and leaves the . 
state hard pressed to service 
its $30 billion foreign debt - 

Debt servicing arrears at the 
end of tills year may exceed 
the $7 billion anticipated in 
the 1994 budget. 

Western creditors and . 
trade partners, unhappy ab- 
out the slow pace of demo- 
cratisation ana the govern- 
ment’s abandonment of IMF 
economic reforms, are un- 
likely to be sympathetic to 
requests for debt relief or 
new funds. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY AUGUST 7, 1994 

By Thomas S.Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Fighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The new Moon In Leo today 
isn't well aspected so it would 
be better if you spend so time ! 
relaxing and getting away from 
it all, even if yon have to goby 
yourself. Take it easy. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Try to understand tbe needs of 
your mate and be more helpful 
than you have been in the past. 
Take time for meditation early 
in tbe day. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) Do whatever will make 
your position with friends 
more ideal. Tbe evening can 
be happy from a social stand- 
point if you are pleasant to 
others. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Plan bow to get tbe most out of 
the coining week's activities 
and schedule them well. Take 
no risks with your reputation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Get in touch with 
good friends and plan recrea- 
tions far into the future. Ex- 
press happiness with your 
loved one. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Make your home more harmo- 
nious by doing those things 
which will please your family 
members. Make plans for the 
future on family excursions. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Try to help a 
good friend and improve your 
relationship with this indi- 
vidual. The evening is fine for 
pleasure, whether at home or 


elsewhere. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) This is a good day 
to make your surroundings- 
more attractive and comfort- 
able. Plan how to have greater 
income in the near future. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Study ways to 
gain persona] aims and make 
plans to go after them in a 
positive manner. Don't retire 
too late tonight so you will be 
fresh for tomorrow. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Contact a 
business expert aqd gain the 
advice you need .this time. 
Spend more tune with the one 
you love and show much 
appreciation. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Contact good 
friends who can give you fine 
ideas on how to advance in the 
days ahead. Strive for happi- 
ness in your personal and busi- 
ness life. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Engage in those 
outside activities which could 
give you added prestige in your 
community. Do something 
kind for a dose tie who wifi 
appreciate it. * 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Conditions are not 
f avoidable in the morning, but 
happiness is in store for yon 
later in the day. Study career 
matters and be successful. 
Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Avery P. Brumfield 


ACROSS 
1 Fam unit 
S Implied 
10 River to the 
North Sea 

14 a Finger ala 

15 "A Ben For — " 

16 Beads 
McCartney 

1? Musical 
instruments 

20 "What's m — 

21 Actor Brian 

22 Color 

23 Literary 
coHecoon 

25 Harvesl 
27 Picturesque- 
nets 

34 Every (twig 

35 Penn city 

35 A DeMilie 

36 Trails 

<0 — Island. NY 

43 ERA, e 9 

44 Specific talent 
46 Notion 

48 Give try 

49 Crowd pleaser 

53 Consider 

54 Money urac 
abor 

55 Sat wood 
58 "Be thou as 

chaste — " 

61 Count of Jazz 
65 In a pompous 
wav 

68 Lab burner 

69 TV mom, often 

70 Actress 
Sommer 

71 WeB-betng 

72 A Murphy 

73 Natterjack 

DOWN 

1 A McEn&re 

2 Dash 

3 Exde eie 

4 Noncfencal one 

5 Paving material 

6 Aleutian ole 

7 Malacca 
6 A Gandhi 

B Favorites ol a 
kind 



**ftgnsRw«i« 

10 Clean air gp 

11 Ahgru 

12 Namga non am 

13 Otherwise 

18 Lampspint 

19 "If — Hammer" 

24 Land measure 

26 Dowels 

27 Polm vaccine 
name 

28 Metallic sound 

29 English 
composer 

30 Hoag ea of 
, basebaH 

31 Kindled anew 

32 Up to 

33 Lariat 
37 Remam 

39 Marne fish 50 

41 Actress 

Lupaio 5! 

42 Transmit 

45 Work qn 53 

Sough 55 

47 Sun-dried 

&nck 57 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


□□no nntrann □nn 
rnnnm nnnrnn nnnn 
nnrara ciQnnn nnnn 
ounn UEnpi naranu 
UQQnrnB nonnn 
__ nnnnnn 

gnnrnm hubb nranm 
nitsa rannRU nnnn 
nano nnrao nnurco 
liciHnn nnono 

ujdobpi cirannoin 

□nnnci nmun nnrnn 
nnon nrcuuQ nnnn 
□nna nnnnra nnnn 
ago nrapniH nonm 


> " — Under me 
Hms" 
i Expressed 
amusement 
! Mars or Venus 
i Ripens 
i Lima Miss 
'A Show 


50 wood measure 
60 Same: pwt. 

62 French town 
83 Ms Chase 
64 Looked 
80 No. In 
Glasgow 
67 One. *i Parts 
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AFM in wait-and-see for tangible peace 


By Salesman A1 KbaHHi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Amman stock 
exchange traders, unmoved 
by Jordanian-Israeli peace 
moves, prefer a wait-and-see 
game until tangible economic 
signs of peace emerge that 
can revive dormant trading, 
investors and bankers said 
Saturday. 

“There will be a lag in the 
market until investors see 
practical, positive results 
from tbe latest Jordanian- 
Israeli peace moves,” said 
Jawad Hadid, general mana- 
ger of Arab Banking Cor- 
poration’s (ABC) Jordanian 
subsidiary told Reuters. 

“Investors are hesitant, 
they still have to digest these 
bold steps, they were not 
prepared yet,” added Mr. 


The market in the last two 
weeks suffered a setback 


when a long awaited political 
event — a Jordanian-Israeli 
summit in Washington — left 
investors unmoved and 
dashed hopes of a price rally 
from levels of near record 
lows for the year. 

The general price index of 
the Amman Financial Market 
at end of weekly trading on 
Wednesday dropped 0.4 per 
cent, or 0.6 points to 151.5 
points from 152.1 points at 
the previous week's dose. 

The index, soared to a re- 
cord peak of 181 points in 
July 1993 on high expecta- 
tions of Middle East peace 
dividends. C urren t prices are 
around 30 per cent below 
their 1993 high levels. 

Brokers say the market 
failed to react to the break- 
through with Israel as over- 
optimism of quick economic 
gains from bold peace moves 
is overtaken by a wait-and- 
see sentiment over how and 


when Jordan will benefit. 

Investors in die meantime 
refrain from baying, with thin 
trading of around 500 daily 
contracts giving a free hand 
for small speculators to man- 
ipulate prices on snail deals, 
brokers say. 

Weak investor sentiment is 
behind a steep 55.5 per cent 
fall in the seven months of 
1994, to 325 million dinars 
($466 million) against 731 
million dinars ($1.0 billion) 
for the same period in 1993. 

Trading last month 


plunged to 35.4 million dinars 
($50.8 million) against 64.5 
million dinars ($92.6 million) 
in July 1993. Daily average 
trading fell in July to 1.6 
miKon dinars against seven 
millio n dinars in July 1993. 

investors are now looking 
at prospects of an extended 
Jordanian economic role in 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank after a period of uncer- 
tainty when the PLO-Isradi 
accord awakened fears about 
ties and diminisfaed gain* for 


Amman from peace talks. 

The market, highly sensi- 
tive to Middle East peace 
moves, has been hit by the 
uncertainty of economic ties 
with the West Bank. 

However, bankers' and 
economists’ optimism in die 
medium- and long-term is 
pinned on good economic 
performance and tangible 
peace gains emerging early 
next year — to attract institu- 
tional investors and foriegn 
funds. 


“The market is overreact- 
ing negatively, but this is 
unjustified given tbe peace 
breakthrough, current attrac- 
tive price levels and company 
performance,” said Rajai 
Kossous, chief economist at 
Jordan Investment Finance 
Bank. 

“Prospects look very posi- 
tive rewards end of year and 
early 1995, when economic 
gains being negotiated now in 
peace talks start to material- 
ise,” be added. 


UAE seeks to curb commercial malpractices 
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TRADED PRXV. OPENING ODSIIK 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PAJOI * 
JD PHIS 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), a key centre for 
Asians and other workers, 
has started measures to curb 
what it called illegal commer- 
cial activities aimed at cir- 
cumventing restrictions on 
business by foreigners. 

Economists said the mea- 
sures could negatively affect 
the flow of foreign capital as 
they would make it more 
difficult for foreign investors 
to obtain permission to start 
business in the oil-rich Gulf 
country. 

“Foreign investors have 
been flocking into the UAE 
over the past decade because 
they could find loopholes to 
circumvent restrictions on 
doing business,” an economic 
expert said. 

“Enforcement of new mea- 
sures could block those 
loopholes and this will ob- 
struct investment. They could 
also scare away resident in- 
vestors." 

According to the semi- 
official daily A1 Ittihad, the 


federal cabinet has asked die 
economy and commerce 
ministry to draft new regula- 
tions to fight what it dubbed 
“illegal oommerdal activities 
and trade cover-up.” 

It said local and foreign 
investors were violating ex- 
isting commercial laws by not 
complying with the part- 
nership basis, under which 
expatriates must have a mini- 
mum 51 per cent local own- 
ership in any project. 

Other commercial activi- 
ties are limited only to 
nationals, the paper said. 

“The ministry has been 
issuing licences for business 
according re those rules,” the 
ministry said in a letter pub- 
lished in A1 Ittihad. 

“But in practice, it has 
been noticed that there are 
violations. Nationals are 
obtaining licences just to 
lease than to foreign inves- 
tors and this phenomenon 
has become widespread. ' 
“This is in violation of tbe 
law because nationals are re- 
ceiving a token anwnai in- 


come while the project is 
exploited by the foreign in- 
vestor. Thu is not a real 
partnership,” it pointed out. 

The UAE is rated as one of 
the best investment markets 
in the industrial and financial 
sectors because of its open 
economy, cheap labour, 
abundant energy, and its 
location in die heart of a vast 
market of one’ billion con- 
sumers. 

It has sought to attract 
foreign capital to support its 
industrialisation drive and di- 
versify its oil-reliant eco- 
nomy. But it stipulates fore- 
igners must not own more 
than 49 per cent of any pro- 
ject. 

Other Gulf ofi-producing 
countries enforce such reg- 
ulations and this has dis- 
suaded the United States, 
Japan and other industrial 
nations from committing 
themselves to major -indust- 
rial ventures in the region. 

Industrial powers have re- 
peatedly urged Gulf states to 
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Fuji is world’s largest bank 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Japan’s Fuji Bank was the 
world’s largest commercial 
bank last year in terms of 
assets, while the Bank of 
China made it into the world 
Top Ten, according to tbe 
latest issue of Fortune maga- 
zine. 

Fuji’s assets rose 9.9 per 
cent to $538.2 billion in 1993, 
edging it past the 1991 num- 
ber one Dai-Ichi Kangyo 


Bank with $535.3 billion. 
Fortune said. 

The Rank of China mean- 
while increased its assets by a 
whopping 19.8 per cent to 
$334.7 billion, putting it 10th 
in the world rankings, up from 
17th place in 1992. 

BOC was one of only two 
non-Japanese banks in the 
world Top Ten rankings. 

Tbe other. Credit Lyonnais 
of France, maintained its 


ninth place although its assets 
shrank 3.8 per cnet to 5337.5 
bfltioo, Fortune said. 

Japan’s Sakura Bank top- 
ped tbe list in terms of de- 
posits, at S436.6 billion, and 
m terms of loans, at $359 
blOkm. - ... 

But the highest profit came 
from British concern HSBC 
Holdings, at $2.7 billion a 
25.9 per cent improvement 
over 1992. 
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VILLA 
D’ANGELO 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-condilioncd Lounge 
and .Outside Terrace 



FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For i*nore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate- 
Td. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 




tea® 


t^^lTatO.Td 

K&5ECUR TTY 

HOSPITALITY 
Y GASTRONOMY 




Cafe 


Hamburgeis+Pizzas 

EUTECAFE' 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nighty 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
Monday: Drinks AJ1 Night Long 




A Menu of Defidous Snacks 
TeL 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - ShmelsanJ 
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Td : (#0093/4 Fuc 823864 

Shmetsani-Near Babicbe 

Amman - Jordan 







'The Classiest Cf 
r ne Classiest ! '1. 
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81 6690 
863944 

La Vita Lounge 
1 2:00 pm - v - Late 



KAIfOTEL 
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/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaqw ifor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 118214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
630 - Midnight 

\ Air Conditioned Hall y 



OpcalUB-lXAtee. 


Take away is avaUaUs 

Shat AMrab StrwX 
Um UMuft Commercial Centra 

TeL 861174 
Bare Tasted Afonya UUd 


To Suit All 
Budgets 


Mm Vfcs mdApkfawli 
hAmnwi. 

For farther details please call 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 86331 



The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Tata away is arattaMe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 . 
p.m. 

7H0 — Midnight 

TeL 63996$ 




SELECT HOTEL 


® Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 


feGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 




STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

sto 30% burger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by veil trained and 
. Professional Technicians 


Time Out Bar ! ! 

Sweifiyeh - 863944 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


OpM 

NoontoWdnigM 
Sevan OtytaWMk 


TELEPHONE : 315937 
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Exotic 1 
fXHam 


Sand wiches 

iburdERlfe 


Jabal A 1 Webdeh/Tel. 637 10 1/637 102 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindfays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



• Seated 

• Take -A- way 

Statist -Td.S(MSff 


ease such restrictions if they 
want to attract technology. 

The UAE partnership laws 
are not enforced in its Dubai 
free trade zone at Jebel Ali, 
where foreingers can have a 
100 per cent ownership. This 
has attracted nearly 500 fore- 
ign companies with invest- 
ment of more than SI billion 
and turned it into the biggest 
free zone in the region. 

Outside tbe zone, most of 
the small and medium inves- 
tors in tbe UAE are from 
India, Japan, China, the Un- 
ited States and other Western 
nations, Iran, Pakistan, Sri 
Tjinlra and Arab countries. 
Their investments are con- 
centrated in light industries, 
farming, trade and services. 

‘This illegal trade in busi- 
ness licences has given rise to 
other malpractices like trad- 
ing in entry visas and resi- 
dence,” said tbe ministry let- 
ter, which was sent .to the 
interior ministry and other 
government departments 
seeking their advice on 
counter-measures.” 


IVECO puts 
in sole bid 
for Egyptian 
vehicle 
maker 

CAIRO (R) — The Italian 
company IVECO, the truck 
division of tbe Fat group, has 
made a bid for the Egyptian 
state-owned vehicle maker 
Nasr Automotive Manufac- 
turing Company (NASCO), a 
senior executive said Mon- 
day. 

Abdul Wahhab El Hab- 
bak, chairman of the state 
holding company which owns 
NASOO, told Reuters it was 
the only bid he had re- 
ceived.” The response was 
very disappointing." he 
added. 

The holding company. En- 
gineering Industries Com- 
pany (E1C), bad received re- 

S iests for information about 
asr from 10 companies but 
the other nine, including the 
Korean firm Daewoo and the 
Japanese company Sumito- 
mo. did not follow op. 

Nasr is one of 21 industrial 
companies which EIC is 
■trying to privatise as part of a 
government economic reform 
programme backed by tbe 
World Bank and foreign 
donors. 

The programme is moving 
slower than expected, with 
only three complete com- 
panies sold in two years. 

Mr. Habbak said be could 
give no details of the IVECO 
bid because EIC had not yet 
studied it in detail. Tbe hold- 
ing company would start pri- 
vate negotiations with IVE- 
CO, he added. 

But he added that in tight 
of the poor response to the 
Nasr ana other EIC privatisa- 
tions public sax or officials 
would review the whole prog- 
ramme. 

“We are going to brain- 
storm the subject to see how 
to reach serious buyers and to 
see it the environment is suit- 
able for privatisation,” be 
said. 

. Most of the EIC companies 
on offer have been making 
losses and some have large 
debts outstanding. 

- Nasr, for example, lost 28 
million pounds (S8.3 million) 
in 1993 and is expected to 
lose 15 million ($4.4 million) 
this year. It assembles about 
8,000 cars, tracks ami buses a 
year. 

EIC had a similar experi- 
ence with one of its only 
profitable companies — De- 
lta Industrial. Company 
(IDEAL), one of Egypt's 
main manufacturers of re- 
frigerators, washing 
machines, dish washers and 
steel furniture. 

Electrolux of Sweden, the 
company which showed most 
interest, asked for an extra 
four months to study Ideal 
and EIC agreed. “But if 
other buyers come in the 
meantime, we are keeping it 
open,” said Mr. Habbak. 

Tbe chairman said two 
companies had bought docu- 
ments on Yayat (Springs and 
Transport Needs) 







































































































































' |_i 


arts 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, AUGUST 7,1994 



, 1 


»>n. * V 



athletes fail drug tests ahead 
uropean championships 


TIZLSsNSC (R) — Norwe- 
sprinter Aoam Okeke 
:_id a second, unidentified 
slfteis have failed drugs tests 
cs doping eas: a dark shadow 
over aihiecics on the eve of 
the European cham- 
pionships. 

Cke’ie was thrown out of 
fie championships Saturday 
morning after testing positive 
,'o: the stimulant 
Tseidoephedrine last month 
ire faces a three-month ban 
from las sport. 

International athletics 
Sources said later in the day 
that another European 
atkiete cuts to compote at the 
championships had also 
tested positive fer a banned 
stimulant. 

“There is another positive 
iesi involving se athlete who 
was due to compete at the 
championships.” one source 


said.’ 

“The first A sample is posi- 
tive but there has to” be a 
second test to confirm it. No 
name can be given now, nor 
the country involved. The 
national federations are al- 
ways informed. 

Norwegian team officials 
said the Nigerian-born 
Okeke, who was due to com- 
pete in the 100 and 200 
metres here, had tested posi- 
tive for pseudoephedrine at 
the Stockholm Grand Prix on 
July 12. 

The 24-year-old Okeke, 
who was not a major threat to 
Britain's defending champion 
Linford Christie in the 100 
metres but could have 
reached the final, f ares a 
likely ban of three months 
from the sport. 

The sport's governing 
body, the International 


Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF), do not regard the 
drug as a serious enough off- 
ence to merit a longer ban. 

But the drug is controver- 
sial since some former 
athletes believe it can be very 
effective in improving sprint- 
speed ana aggression. 


appointing,” he told repor- 
ters in Oslo. . 

Asked why he had not 
been more careful Okeke 
said that, while accepting fin- 
al responsibility himself, be 
had expected better from a 
doctor. 


mg 


Forced to pack has 
and return home to 
instead of preparing for Sun- 
day’s 100 metres heats, 
Okeke said he had not kno- 
wingly taken an illegal stimu- 
lant and blamed a doctor in 
the United States for mis- 
leading him . 

“I did not know the allergy 
medicine I was prescribed 
contained an illegal subst- 
ance. I asked the doctor if I 
could use it and he said ‘yes.’ 
Now that has been proved 
wrone and it’s very dis- 


k Tf you can’t trust a doctor 
who can you trust?” said 
Okeke, who trained and 
raced in the United States 
earlier in the season. 


A Norwegian federation 
spokesman in Oslo said that 
whenever Okeke had been 
tested recently be had noted 
the name of the allergy drug 
on the records. 


“He has played his cards' 
openly. But in the end we- 
had no choice but to pull him ' 
out of the championships,'' 
he added. 
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stars who will not shine at Helsinki 


HELSINKI f AF?) — Two of 
athletics’ highest -profile stars 
t- Ukrainian Sergei Bubka 
:<sd Gennzn Katrina Krabbe 
— ; wifi net be taking part at 
European championships 
here over tie next two 


Ti'.c tsesocs for their abs- 
could cor be more diffe- 
And yst -heir cases are 
L J-cd — and are typical of 

__ .v. o r.ajor, disturbing trends 

Zzhha. 'the world's 
record breaker, 

• -:,T.oiy canr.ot be bothered. 

■ LLi ULrairJan world cham- 
: ;;ar.. rsspseted though he is, 

sharp with a calcu- 

• arc/ as v.i.h £ pole vault. 

I y,z zoz'j Q.zzr.i fafigee and 
: .cc ciueh cor. reti.ion for bis 
; .:or,-c?tec-:uce. El: the 

■ v-.sraz zl Z5 rvorid records 
I — fi; Isa::, L>! -:aetre out- 
; r: ras-Tlare in Italy at 

• :*.e cr.d a. - hsl month — 

' v.il :rr a man who can 

I :,CC : 0 just to tuna up, 

; .hi I-ZclrLiiri surns do not add 
- T.-.s Ukrainian equation 

I ; :. : uv:ls; so money, no 


■.-Vabbs, iz contrast, would 
t: compete. But the 
■\:..d sprir.tor with catwalk 
o::'J chajnpioa’s pedig- 


ree proved too desperate to 
earn the huge stuns being 
offered by athletics promo- 
ters and the fashion industry. 

Yearning for top status, 
she escaped one drugs ban on 
a technicality in January 1992 - 
only to be caught again with- 
in months and, despite a 
complex legal challenge, has 
remained at the side to the 
track ever since. 

Few fans at the Europeans 
which begin here on Sunday 
w HI miss Krabbe and her 
clenbuterol. 

Ironically, Bubka may be 
no great loss either. 

His dominance has virtual- 
ly ruled out competition and 
reduced pole vaulting to a 
record-chasing circus, with 
the 30-year-old sportsman- 
turned-accountant shrewdly 
adding one centimetre to the 
height each time to maximise 
his world record bonuses. 

But his decision to skip the 
event here is becoming part 
of a trend threatening to split 
the sport into two divisions — 
the elite and the also-rans. It 
could also spell the beg inning 
of the end for. events tike the 
Europeans. 

Only last year Noureddme 
Morceli, the new 3,000 metre 
record holder, threatened to 


boycott the World Cham- 
pionships at Stuttgart last 
year. A luxury Mercedes — 
let alone the honour of being 
world champion — was amp- 
ly not enough incentive to 
don his spikes. (Morceli did 
deign to run in the end. To 


this day the lAAFs athletics 
chiefs have denied doing a 


deal over appearance 
money). 

Yobes Ondieki, Kenya’s 
former 10,000 metre world 
record bolder until William 
Sigei came along last month 
of Oslo, carried out his threat 
of not running at Stuttgart 
and has made it plain he will 
continue to put money ahead 
of medals. 

Yet his argument — back- 


mates for snubbing the non- 
prize paying European Cup 
earlier this season. 

Denmark bluntly pointed 
out there was a world of a 
difference between dashing 
100 metre and 5,000 metre, 
to which he might also have 
added that not every athlete 
earns $50,000 an appearance 
and can therefore afford to 
his country a free per- 


ave ms country 
formance. 


ed up by his marathon star' 
wife Lisa — h 


has a logic which 
is hard to overturn. 

Distance runners can only 
manage a handful of top-class 
performances each year with- 
out risking born-out and in- 
jury — so why waste them on 
the quest for a glory when die 
mortgage still has to be pud? 

It was a case perfectly put 
by Britain’s long-distance 
runner Rob Denmark when 
national skipper Linford 
Christie criticised his team- 


Until national federations 
put athletes on contracts this 
problem will remain. 

The escalating rewards of 
athletic excellence will also 
mean there will be more 
Krabbes and more Bubkas in 
the future. 

Whether there will be 
more meaningful European 
championships is another 
matter. 

If the Bubka trend con- 
tinues, the European show- 
piece could turn into a 
second-class event or even 
fade away altogether, with 
athletes preferring a dash- 
for-cash at Grand Prix meet- 
ings. A thought which Bub- 
ka, in his 85,000-pound, Ses- 
triere number-plated Ferarri, 
might like to consider during 
the next fortnight. 


; : r aly wins despite succession of errors 


PETERSBURG (R) - 
^uryc sonaiv of France won 
the Goodwill Games’ figure 
s'radnj sold medal on Satur- 
--y s succession of 

. ro?eu;:ei!y fatal errors in a 
■generally undistinguished 
competition. 

Bonaly, the world silver 
.'rr.eeaiiisi. over-rotated her 
triple Lutz, singled a triple 


flip, barely landed a triple 
loop and completed a double 
axel only by pushing up from 
the ice with her hand. 

Unsurprisingly she finished 
only second in the category, 
but it was enough for victory 
following her performance in 
Friday's technical program- 
me. 

Bonaly had planned a 


quadruple toe-loop on Satur- 
day but decided on Friday 


not to attempt the first quad- 
: ruple by a woman in competi- 
tion because her skates were 
not yet broken in. 

American Michelle Kwan, 
ranked sixth after the tech- 
nical programme, staged a 
major comeback in her 
triple-packed final perform- 


ance to take the silver medal. 

Kwan, an Olympic alter- 
nate, landed an impressive 
seven triples and two double 
axels to win the category. 
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Russian Maria Butyrskaya 
won the bronze but, like 
Bonaly, made a number of 
mistakes. 

She fell on a triple Lutz, 
singled a triple salchow and 
barely scraped through a 
double axel. 


Each of the medal conten- 
ders in the women's final 
programme fell on most of 
their big jumps, turned tri- 
ples into doubles and even 
singles and barely landed the 
few turns they managed to 
complete. 

Russian Olga Markova and 
Marie Pierre Leray of France 
were ranked second and third 
going into the final, but 
skated as badly as Bonaly. 


In a classier ice dancing 
competition, Ukrainian Irina 
Romanova and Igor 
Yaroshenko won the gold 
with choreography inspired 
by the flappers of the 1920s. 
Russia's Irina Lobacheva and 
Ilya Averbuch skated a 
Hungarian waltz to take 
second place while their com- 
patriots Yekaterina Svirina 
and Sergei Sakbnovsky 
finished third. 



Manchester United’s French star Eric Cantona (L) attacks the 
at Ibrox (AFP photo) 


Christie 
hungry for 
success 


HELSINKI (R) — Olympic 
sprint champion Linford 


iristie believes his recent 
injury-enforced break from 
the track has made him even 
more hungry for success 
when he starts the defence of 
his European title Sunday. 

With an Olympic, world 
and two European 100 
metres titles to his name and 
hardly a major challenger in 
Helsinki, 34-year-old Christie 
could be forgiven for not 
feeling as highly motivated 
going into the cham- 
pionships. 

But the Jamaican-born 
Christie has been unable to 
compete since mid-July be- 
cause of a hamstring injury. 
His coach Ron ftoddan stop- 
ped him from making a com- 
eback at Tuesday's Grand 
Prix meeting in Monaco to 
make sure he was craving for 
action. 

The tactic seems to have 
worked. 

Christie said on the eve of 
the championships Saturday 
he was desperate to get back 
on the track and was in the 
kind of form which took him 
to his world title in the Ger- 
man city of Stuttgart last Au- 
gust. 

“He (Ron Roddan) said it 
was better to sit and wait and 
be hungry and it would be a 
lot better than letting it out,” 
Christie said. “It was a good 
idea because now I really 
can't wait to get out ana 
run.” 

Asked if he had reco- 
vered from the injury, he 
added: “Definitely. I am in 
very good shape. I am run- 
ning as well now as at this 
time last year,” 

Sunday's heats will mark 
Christie's first appearance 
since he pulled up at the end 
of the 100 metres at the Lon- 
don Grand Prix on July 15. 
The injury was diagnosed as a 
hamstring tear and the Briton 
needed special treatment 
with one of Europe’s top 
sports doctors. German 
Hans-Wilhelm Mueller- 
Wohlfarth. 

In recent days Christie has 
been testing out the injury in 
some intensive sprint sessions 
with his friend Cdlin Jackson, 
the world high hurdles cham- 
pion. 

Asked if he still had any 
idoobts a about the injury, 
Christie said: “If it is gonna 
go, it is gonna go 


Government approves 
plan to run Italian GP 


ROME (R) — The Italian 
Formula One Grand Prix, 
called off on safety grounds, 
appeared back on track after 
the Italian government 
approved a hotly-disputed 
plan to make the Monza cir- 
cuit safer on Friday. 

Agriculture Minister 
Adriana Poll Bortone said 
the ■cabinet had given the 
green light to a fresh safety 
plan which involves chopping 
down centuries-old trees to 
widen run-off areas at the 
track's dangerous Lesmo 
curves. 

* The government had come 
under mounting pressure this 
week to ensure the Sept. 11 
race took place after a plea 
fry members of parliament 
that the prime minister back 
the new safety plan. 

On Thursday, some 300 
parliamentarians urged. 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni to back a new, less- 
radical safety plan under 
which about 100 trees will be 
cut down, some of which will 
be replanted nearby. 

The original plan, rejected 
by environment and culture 
ministers last week, had cal- 
led for cutting down 524 trees 
at Royal Park, the beautiful 
estate near Milan which once 
belonged to Italian King 
Umberto I. 

Race organisers, who have 
already started selling tickets 
fbT the Grand Prix, say the 
new plan will save trees by 
removing the grandstand at 
the carves. 

But environmentalists, 
who have threatened to, chain 
themselves to any trees slated 


for felling, were outraged by. 
Friday’s decision. 

“The incredible end of the 
Monza affair shows that the 
government couldn't care less 
about the country's en- 
vironmnet and cultural herit- 
age," Ermete Realacd, presi- 
dent of the green group 
Legambiente, told reporters. 

Poll Bortone said the 65- 
year-old race, the highlight of 
the Formula One season for 
millions of Italian fans, was 
just too important not to be 
‘run. 

“The Grand Prix attracts 
the public’s interest, tourism 
and profit — it cannot be- 
come a piece of economic 
archaeology,” she told repor- 
ters. 


The decision must now be 


approved by the Superinten- 
dent of Cull 


Jtural Heritage 
Luda Gremmo, who accord- 
ing to Italy’s press, is favour- 
able to the fresh plan. 

Hie race was called off 
after the International Auto- 
mobile Federation (FIA) 
amended safety proposals 
passed in the wake of Che 
deaths of Brazilian Ayrton 
Senna and Roland Rat- 
zenberger of Austria at the 
Sana Marino Grand Prix in 
the Italian town pt Imola 
earlier this year. 


, »■ ■ 


The government then 
asked the Grand Prix Driv- 
ers’ Assodation to evaluate 
the track's safety. 

Ferrari driver Gerhard 
Berger, who represents the 
GPDA, proposed that trees 
be cut down in order to widen 
the perilous Lesmo curves. 
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Abdullah Hamdan, ex-chef 

I 

Shmeisani, now chef 

i . 

Iciiib Restaurant 


J, the most fashionable resta^ant ii 
Amman, has contracted Abdulla Hamdan to head 
Food and Gastronomy at ^S 5 ^ 1 , in the capacity 
of executive chef. Abdulla has served for a number 
of years as Premiere Chef of a renowned Italian 
Restaurant in Shmeisani. 

Some restaurant goers claim that the particular 
taste of pasta that is known in Amman is partly 
attributable to some of the creations of Abdullah 
in these days ... . 


A distinguished guitar player and singer entertains 
guests nightly, except Fridays, astijeydine'm style 
in a quasi-theatrical setting. 


restaurant has had great success with what it 
considers fair prices: JD 10 tor lunch and JD 12 
for dinner. I overheard that these prices indude 


the first drink - which could be exchanged 
fora beer 1 


for your reservations, call 816690 


Misyutin 

wins 

another 

Goodwill 

gold 


ST. PETERSBURG (R) — . 
Ukraine's Girgory Misyutin 
won another Goodwill 
Games gold medal on the 
second day of the individual 
disciplines finals on Friday to 
bring his total in the event to 
three out of six. 

Misyutin, who tied for first 
in the. pommel and floor 
routines with Russia's Alexei 
Menoy on Thursday, won the 
vault. 

Nemov, winner of the 
Goodwill all-round title, blew 
his chances of matching the 
Ukrainian on Friday when he 
fell off the borizontl bar. 

Russia’s Yevgeny Sha- 
bayev tied with China’s Dun 
Chjon to win the parallel bars 
while Alexei Voropayev of 
Russia was first on the hori- 
zontal bars. 

Misyutin, who threw away 
the all-round tide after a bad 
mistake, won the vault with 
two somewhat workmanlike 
jumps which gained a score 
ofe 9.550. 

The result looked a little 
unfair on Shabayev, who was 
the only gymnast to try a 
complicated second vault. 
But he was given just 9.512, 
putting him ahead of Voro- 
payev, second in this year's 
world championships all- 
round event 

The fancied Romanian 
vaulters did not excel them- 
selves, Cristian Leric landing 
on his head after the first 
vault while Robert Taciulet 
dismounted so poorly be was 
forced to do a full backward 

somersault. 



ADVERTISEMENT 


International company has a vacancy for Finance & Admi- 
nistration Manager for its operations in Jordan. 
Candidates should hold a degree in accounting and have 
4-7 year experience in accounts/audit. 

Please send your CV along with a current photo- 
graph to the attention of General Manager to 
P.O.Box 830388 - Amman by August 10, 1994. 

Candidates must be P.C. literate and fluent in 
English. 
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Nemov looked to have won 
the parallel bars with an ex- 
cellent routine which gained 
9.700 but he had to settle for 
bronze after being overtaken 
by both Shabayev and Dim. 

Misyutin, winner of four 
silver medals at the 1992 Bar- 
celona Olympic Games, inex- 
plicably chose the least ambi- 
tious routine of all eight gym- 
nasts and finished in last 
place. 

Voropayev, denied the 
gold medal on the rings on 
Thursday by Romania’s Dan 
Burinca, finally gained his 
first individual gold of the 
tournament with an excellent 
performance of the horizon- 
tal bars. 

His 9.750 was well ahead of 
Romania’s Sandro Nistro, 
.who took the silver, and 
Chjen Lyan of China, who 
won the bronze. 


/ 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rijkaard ends international career 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Frank Rijkaard is quitting the 
Dutch national team and plans to retire from football at the 
end of'this season, the Dutch news agency ANP reported 
on Friday. The 31-year-old midfielder said there was no 
pom t remaining in me national side because he would not 
be available for the whole of the Netherlands’ qualification 
..campaign for the 1996 European championship. The last of . 
Rjkaard’s 74 international appearance was the 3-2 World. 
Cap quarter-final defeat to Brazil in Dallas. Rijkaard 
returned to play for his club Ajax Amsterdam last season 
after ax successful years at AC Milan and is hoping to help 
lead them to a successful defence of their Dutch title in his 

final season. 

Jlaradoria bought over-the-counter medication’ 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Diego Maradona bought 
- “over-the-cottnter" medication in the United Sftnrw during 
die World Cup, containing ephedrine derivative, a senior 
sports doctor said here Friday. Argentina's World Cup 
captain was sent home early from the World Cup by FIFA, 
football’s- governing' body , for taking ephedrine, a banned 
drag. Nestor Lentim, head o f Arg entina’s leading control 
body.on sports medicine, the CENARD, said the institute 
had carried out an investigation into where the ephedrine 
came from. Lentim told jour nalists Maradona was tairfng 
•medication permitted by FIFA, world football's governing 
body, at the start of the World Cup. He ran out of the 
medication after Argentina's first mard i against Greece on. 
lone 21: He bought a substitute from a Boston pharmacy. 
The new medication, unknown to the player, contained the 
banned drug. Argentina Football Assocaition President 
Julio Grondon a wi ll travel to Zorich on Sunday to defend 
the player at a FIFA hearing into the drug case. Maradona 
is also expected to attend. FIFA will announce its findings 
on Aug. 26. 

Wednesday close Petrescu deal 

SHEFFIELD, England (AFP) — Sheffield Wednesday 
completed the 13 million* pound signing of Romanian 
World Cup defender Dan Petrescu here on Saturday. The 
26-year-old from Italian dub Genoa signed a four-year 
contract at Hillsborough then flew to Bucharest to train 
with his former dub, Steaua, while waiting for a work 
permit. Wednesday manager Trevor Francis was deK ghred 
to have captured the defender “Fm very pleased that we 
Have taken a player from the Italian League, which is 
difficult to do.** he said. Petrescu said: “Tmsis a test for 
me. I have seen English football on television and I like it. 
In Romania people say it is difficult to play in England but I 
am looking forward to it.” 


Eldredge back on medal, stand 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAHJF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH. 
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CONTROL YOUR INSTINCTS 
Neither vulnerable. North dealt, not, but the abet 


NORTH 
' 4K108 
S 7 4 2 

n bathos- - - 

* Q 3 

WEST EAST 

#76 5 2 *43 . 

«7J05 ‘9AKQ108 

Old v 8 6 3 1 
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North E*st South West 

19 IV 1 * Pan 

2 * Pan 4 * Paw 

Pan Pan 

Opening teed: Five of V 
The so-called Moyaian fit (4-3 in 

* major) often provides the best 
contract. However, since the fit is 
somewhat tenuous, it can be at- 
tacked with a forcing game- But 
there are ways to ou tfl a nk such a 
predicament. 

North-South bid sensibly to an 
excellent game. Players who use 
negative doubles might miss this 


•pot, but the alternative contract of 
five Almond* *«*h** ni|y. Note 
that North had no qualms about 
raising apadea with good three-card ' 
support ' 

East won the first two tncks with 
the queen and ace hearts, then con- 
tinued with the king. Declarer 
ruffed, and drew three zounds of 
trumps and ell would have been well 
had the suit split evenly- As it was. 
West remained with a long tramp 
and put it to good nae by raffing the 
third diamond. On the dub return 
the last chsnce for the contract van- 
ished when East topped dummy's 
queen -with the king and declarer 
could scrounge only seven tricks. 

The 4-3 fit was not the reason far 
the dis a s t er . Dedans's technique 
was at &nir_ Suppose that, instead 
of ruffing the third heart, declarer 
were to discard a minor-suit card. 

The defendera' book would be 
c om p l ete , but South would be in 
charge. A heart continuation would 
be ruiSed in dummy and. after draw- 
ing trumps, declarer , would score 10 
tricks in all — four trumps, five dia- 
monds and the ace of dubs. The 
play is essentially the same after aqy 
other return; declarer needs only a 
4-2 tramp division. 


PETRA NATIONAL TRUST 

Seeks Qualified graduate or experienced admi- 
nistrator, male or female; with absolute English, 
Arabic & computer fluency, for the position of 
EXECUTIVE MANAGER to operate the PNT 
office; with responsibilities in the field of con- 
servation and development. 

CVs typed In English should be 
. . submitted to P.O.Box 312 

By Aug. 18, 1994. 



ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — Charlie Chaplin on 
skates. 

Todd Eldredge paralysed 
the mannerisms of the comic 
genius including an uninten- 
tional pratfall — to win the 
silver medal in men's figure 
skating Friday night at the 
^Goodwill Games. 

> The former two time U.S. 
’ champion finished behind 
1994 Olympic champion 
Alexei Unnanov of Russia, 
breaking a three-year medal 
drought in major internation- 
al championships. 

Eldredge was the surprise 
of the skating competition, 
knocking 1994 Olympic 
bronze medallist Philippe 
CandeJoro of France into 
third place. 

The 23-year-old Eldredge 
had failed to produce in big 
events since winning the 
bronze medal at the 1991 
World Championships. He 
was 10th at the 1992 Olym- 
pics, seventh at the 1992 
Worlds, and failed to qualify 
for the last two worlds and 
the 1994 Olympics. 

‘Td been training really 
well for the last three weeks 
and my confidence was pretty 
high,** Eldredge said. “Not 
being at the worlds this year, 
it’s good to go out and com- 
pete against the guys who 
were there and to place 
ahead of some of them. For 
me, it was my 1994 Worlds.” 

It was a banner night for 
the hometown skaters ax the 
7,500-seat Yubiieiny Palace 
of Sports, which was at near 


capacity. Unnanov lives and 
trains in St. Petersburg, as do 
Artur Dmitriev and Natalia 
Mishkutienok, who put on a 
near flawless programme to 
win the pairs competition. 

“The native wails helped 
us so much here,” Dmitriev 
said. 

“I've never seen such reac- 
tion in St. Petersburg," 
Unnanov said. “Maybe this 
will cause a new revival of 
interest in figure skating.” 

Russians also dominated in 
other events Friday, beating 
the United States for the gold 
medal in women's volleyball, 
winning the men's 3-metre 
springboard diving event, 
and capturing two of the 
three men’s gymnastics fin- 
als. 

Eldredge has been working 
on bringing more life into his 
routines. It showed Thursday 
■night in the technical prog- 
ramme when he placed 
second, and especially Friday 
with the Chaplin routine. 

He struck Chaplinsoue 
poses — taking stutter steps, 
mining the twirling of the 
cane, hunching his shoulders, 
pretending to take a flower 
out of his pocket, adopting a 
shy innocent look. 

But about halfway through 
the programme, as he was 
skating backwards, Eldredge 
tripped up in best Chaplin 
fashion. 

“As I was doing my bade 
crossovers, my foot just slip- 
ped right out from under me 
and I ended up on my rear 
end,” he said. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mazda Protege 1990, full options, A/C. Duty 
unpaid. Asking $5000.00. 

Tel. 855585. 


FURNISHED LARGE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

AND OLD ORIENTAL RUGS FOR SALE 

Apartment of two-storey building, 320m 2 , consisting 
of 4 bedrooms, office, 4 bathrooms, large salons, 
fully furnished with western and oriental furniture 
including oriental rugs and other items. Telephone 
and parking available. 7th Circle, Abdulla Ghoshe 
Str. behind Music Box. 

Telephone 811901 


FOR SALE 
DUTY-FREE CAR 

Volvo 460 GLI (1,800 c.c.) 1993. 20,000km. 
A/C. 5 speed/Hi Fi radio-cassette, excellent 
condition. New. 

Price: JD 10,500. 

For more information, please contact: 
Juan 

Embassy of Chile 
Tel.: 814263 - 823360 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


A Jordanian company is in need of an 
executive secretary with the following qual- 
ifications: 

1. Excellent command of written/spoken 
Arabic and English. 

2. Typing Arabic and English. 

3. Minimum 3 years experience in secreta- 
rial work and computer. 

Those who are interested and feel to 
be qualified, please write to 
P.O.Box 926486. 


Despite the foil, Eldredge 
scored 5.75 and 5.75 and 
5.85. 

Unnanov, using a more 
classical routine, nailed six 
triple jumps and faltered only 
a triple flip to score technical 
marks of 5.85 and 5-95 and a 
dean sweep of 5.95 for artis- 
tic impression. 

Candetoro, the pon tailed 
French heart-throb, had his 
young female fans shrieking 
like rock groupies before, 
during -and after his “god- 
father” routine. But rough 
landings on more than half of 
his attempted triple jumps 
kept him in third. 

Mishkutienok and Dmit- 
riev, the 1992 Olympic cham- 
pions, led a Russian — and 
St. Petersburg sweep — in 
the parish. Marina Eltsova 
and Andrei Bushkov took the 
Silver and Egoenia Shishkova 
and Vadim Naumov the 
bronze. 

American pairs fared bet- 
ter than they did in Thurs- 
day’s technical programme. 

Stefanie Stiegler, 14, and 
Lance Travis, 23. held onto 
fifth with a smooth routine. 
Calla Urbanski, 34, and 
Rocky Marval, 28, the for- 
mer two time U.S. cham- 
pions reunited this year, 
finished sixth. 

Earlier Friday, Garya 
Bonaiy took the lead after 
the women's technical prog- 
ramme. 


The session was held in the 
afternoon to make up for 
delays caused by ice-freezing 
problems at the rink. 

In other events Friday: 

— In women's volleyball, 
Russia swept the United 
States 3-0 (15-6, 15-10. IS-Sj 
to win the gold medal. Japan 
beat China 3-1 for the 
bronze. 

— In diving. Dmitri Sautin 
of Russia won the men's 3- 
metre springboard. China's 
Chen Shen took the silver 
and Germany's Jan Hempel 
the bronze. Scon Dome was 
the top U.S. finisher in fifth. 

— In men's gymnastics. 
Yevgeni Shabayev of Russia 
and China's Chjen Dun 
shared cold in the parallel 
bars. Grigori Misyutin of 
Ukraine won the vault and 
Russia's Aleksei Voropayev 
the horizontal abar. The best 
U.S. finishers were Scott 
Keswich, fourth in the vault, 
and Drew Durbin, fourth in 
the horizontal bar. 

— The yachting competi- 
tion, which had been post- 
poned for two days because 
of lack of wind on the Gulf of 
Finland, was finally com- 
pleted. Craig Monk of New 
Zealand won gold in the Finn 
class, with Eric Oetgen of the 
United States getting the sil- 
ver; and Muray McCaig of 
Canada won gold in the Mis- 
tral. 


Graf reaches Toshiba 
Classic semifinals 


CARLSBAD. California (R) 
— Steffi Graf overcame in- 
consistent play and a strong 
challenge from France's Julie 
Haiard on Friday to advance 
to the semifinals of the Toshi- 
ba tennis Gassic. 

The top-seeded world 
number one raced through 
the third set to complete a 6-4 
6-7 6-0 victory over the sixth- 
seeded Haiard. But the Ger- 
man star is not at all happv 
with her game. 

“I can't say I'm very 
pleased with the way I'm 
playing,” said the three-time 
champion. “Obviously in the 
third set things went better 
but that's because she got 
tired.” 

While Graf struggled Kith 
her strokes, second seed 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
crushed Germany's Christine 
Singer 6-0 6-1 in 51 minutes 
to take her place in the final 
four. 

Sanchez, who escaped a 
tough three- set match on 
Thursday to reach the quar- 
ter-finals, never left any 
doubt about the outcome of 
Friday's contest. 

‘Today was much diffe- 
rent," said the French Open 
champion, who committed 
just four unforced errors. 
"Yesterday was kind of a 
warning and I didn't want the 
same thing to happen as it did 


yesterday. 1 came out very 
hungry and was ready to play 
today,'’ added Sanchez, who 
will play either Wimbledon 
champion Conchita Martinez 
or Jana Novotna in Satur- 
day's semifinal. 

Graf will rr.eer unseeded 
American Tami Whitlinger- 
Jor.es. who moved into the 
semis when fourth seed Lind- 
say Davenport defaulted due 
to a strained left calf muscle. 

The top seed held a 5-2 
second ret lead when ber 
game unravelled and the 
lSth-rankcd Haiard mounted 
a rally to force a tie-break. 

“At 5-2 everything was 
fine, but then I just kept 
falling apart.” said Graf, who 
committed a whopping 41 un- 
forced errors in the two hour 

and Hi-minute match. “I 
don't think I'm really closing 
out the games very well right 
now.” 

Hai.tr d won the tiebreaker 
S-6 on \ questionable service 
call which upset the German 
star. Graf then settled down 
in the final set and cut way 
down on her errors to im- 
prove to 7-0 against Haiard. 

But blowing a big lead has 
Graf concerned. 

“I just feel I'm not 100 per 
cent on the court.” she said. 
” My concentration is not 
where 1 want to be all the 
time.” 



Th 



Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 



Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN _ 

“ CftMunta and Theatre ” 

John Saxon/Sherrie Rose — in 

maximum force 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00 
Starting Aug. 15 the political play 



Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AS Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hishams Tel.: 625155 

ahlan theatre 

Today & Everyday 
Abu^Awwad In social comedy 

M nmCTb«ED BAG” 

a 

Present thtir piay 

WHAT A PEACE! ' 
(Sala.^ Ya 3a lam) 

Ds.ly 2t 6 50 p.m 
The lf.fc£?r c . !s closed on Tue 
Cays. 

















: NEWS IN BRIEF 

Jordan, Egypt open trade talks 

: CAIRO (Petra) — Jordanian-Egyptian talks started here 
1 on Saturday on implementation of a trade cooperation 
•' prr.:c.;o\ signed two years ago through which new trade 
' asreemen'-s were reached to provide duty customs exemp- 
'}cr,s :or exports between the two countries. The Jorda- 
: niar. delega‘tion is headed by Secretary-General of the 
Iviinistry of Trade and Industry Marwan Amin. 

: Singapore hangs 2 Nigerians, Malaysian 

• SINGAPORE (R) — Two Nigerians and a Malaysian 
convicted of heroin trafficicing were hanged at Singapore’s 

< Changi prison, the Central Narcotics Bureau (CNBj said 

• on Saturday. Nigerian nationals Gabriel Okonkwo, 33, and 
Paul Okechukwu Ngwudo, 29, were arrested in December 

' 1990 in a hotel room in Singapore for trafficking in 538.3 
grammes of heroin, it said. Malaysian Lim Swee Thong, 43, 
was arrested in June 1991 at a bus stop bordering Malaysia 
for trafficking in 24.91 grammes of heroin, a CNB 
statement said. The three men were hanged on Friday. The 

■ death sentece is mandatory in Singapore for anyone found 
guilty of trafficking in more than 15 grammes of heroin, 30 
grammes of morphine or 500 500 gramme of cannabis. 

. Singapore has hanged 72 people for trafficking since it 
; introduced its anti-drug laws in 1975. 

; Judge refuses to renew North’s gun permit 

, CHANTILLY (AP) — An American judge has refused to 
i renew Oliver North's gun permit because the former 
; marine is “not of good character.” Mr. North, the 
: Republican nominee for the U.S. Senate, was convicted in 
! 1991 for bis role in the Iran-contra arms-for-hostages deal. 

{ Tee verdict was overturned on appeal, but Judge James L. 

Berry said in Monday's decision that he could not ignore 
i Mr. North's conviction “for crimes involving moral turpi- 
; hide.” Mr. North, who received notice of Mr. Berry's 
derision in the mail Friday, had been allowed to cany up to 

• three concealed handguns, but his permit expired in 
i March. His campaign staff claimed the decision was 
; politically motivated. Mr. Beny, a Democrat, granted Mr. 

; North his permit in 1992. '‘In 1992 Judge Berry found 

• Oliver North to be ‘of good character cam p ai g n spokes- 
man Mark Merritt said. “The only difference between 1992 

. an g 1994 is that this year, Ollie North is running for the 
Senate. 

'Somisay blast suspect sheltered in Thailand’ 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A key suspect in last year’s 
' oombcy serial blasts, allegedly sheltered by Pakistani 
intelligence, was shifted briefly to Thailand to avoid 
detection, the federal detective agency said here Saturday. 

■ Yakub Abdul Razak Memon, 33, who was arrested m New 
Delhi's railway station Friday, was moved to Bangkok last 
April by Pakistani agents with his family for 12 days, a 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) spokesman said. 

' Z-Jcme Minister Shankarrao Chavan has said India had 
‘hre ratable” evidence of Pakistan’s involvement in the 
-/crlti’s v. cret urban guerrilla strike following Mr. Memon ’s 
arres t and the seizure of incriminating documents and false 
passports. More than 300 people were killed and a 
' dozen-odd landmarks damaged m the chain bombings 
which rocked India's financial heart. The CBI official said 
i Mr. Memon and his family travelled to Thailand with false 
| Pakistani passports and identities provided by Islamabad 
; when New Delhi stepped up pressure for their extradition, 
f Pakistan has denied involvement in the blasts and charges 
; or sheltering suspects. 

Srasfl seizes 55 tonnes of drugs 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police seized 55 tonnes of drugs in 
four months up to July 21,an 11 per cent leap on the same 
period in 1993, the official IRNA news agency said 
Saturday. According to official sources, some 10,000 drug 
traffickers — including 128 foreigners — and 15,000 drug 
addicts have been arrested since the beginning of this year. 
A lotai of almost 95 tonnes of drugs, mainly opium from 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, were seized in Iran in 1993. 
Drug trafficking and consumption ware strictly banned in 
Iren under a iaw passed in 1989 laying down the death 
penalty for any person found with more than 30 grammes 
heroin or more than five kilometres of opium. 

Protests threaten Russian nuclear chaos 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Workers who have not been paid for 
men tbs pressed on with sit-down protests at two of Russia's 
nuclear power stations Saturday, amid chaos throughout 
th*. country’s nuclear networks. The workers have camped 
outside the plants' administrative buildings and refused to 
go home after their shifts since July 28, the Interfox agency 

• said. The protestors at the Smolensk station, west of 
: lz:zzr.\ and the Sola station in Russia’s far north are 
demanding their wages be paid and that electricity consum- 
ers pay their bills, the agency said. The Sevodnya newspap- 

i cr said Saturday that more than 550 workers at the two 
, plants had net been paid since April. Interfax added that 
I staff at Russia's seven other nuclear power plants were 

• suprcrriig the protest. The situation countrywide is “in a 
3 crisis and could soon become an emergency,” the Russian 
! nuclear workers' union was quoted as saying by Sevodnya. 

?cr3^©3- itaiian minister rearrested 

■ RD.'vlE (R) — Former Italian Health Minister Francesco 
cc Lorenzo, freed from prison last month under a disputed 
government decree limiting pre-trial detention, was 
juresisd again on Saturday, judicial sources said. Hie 
ministers’ tribunal — a special body dealing with cases 
. involving past and present members of government — 
■So'ced a warrant for Mr de Lorenzo in connection with 
alleged corruption involving the health service. Police 
subsequently detained him in the southern city of Naples 
. where he has been under house arrest since July 14. Mr. De 
?_orcrzo was one of the high profile suspects who got out of 
ja?i in July when Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s 
government passed a controversial decree curbing magis- 
trates' use of pre-trial custody. As he left Naples’ Pog- 
Sicreale prison last month, protester jeered “Thief, thief,” 

< spa: and -hrew coins at the former minister, hated because 
he Is believed to have plundered huge sums which should 
have been used to treat the sick. 



Mr.'.RTCUM (AF?) — The cousin of Egyptian Interior 
Niinistcr Hassan Ai Alfi was jailed for nine months 
1 Saturday by a Khartoum court for adultery and attempted 
: bribery,' the state-run Sudan News Agency (SUNA) 
; reported Saturday. The agency said the central Khartoum 
public order criminal court also ordered Farouq Hassan Al 
Ajfi, oersonnel director of the Egyptian irrigation office in 
. Sudan to pay a 50,000 Sudanese pound (around $170) fine. 
Another three months will be added to his sentence if be 

• raib to prty, the court ordered. SUNA said the court 

- ordered Mr. Alfi expelled from the country once he had 
completed his sentence. The third-ranking official at the 

•. Egyptian irrigation office here was also ordered to quit the 

• country. According to the agency Mr. Alfi was staying in a 
: company house in "the Sudanese capital which he used as a 
! oiace Tor practising adultery and vice. Following a tip-off 
; iron* neighbours police raided the house and caught him 
■ “red-handed,” SUNA said, adding that Mr. Alfi offered 
l the police a huge sum of money in a bid to bribe himself out 
; of trouble. The incident is thought likely to further strain 
. the already deteriorating relations between the two neigh* 

- bouring countries. The Khartoum authorities earlier this 
year took over the Egyptian irrigation houses on grounds 

'■ that they originally belonged to Khartoum city council and 
j were only rented by the Egyptian administration. 



A mother and her side child wait at a hospital 
in a camp for Rwandan Hntn refugees at 
Gikonkoro in the French protection zone a 


south west Rwanda. The French troops wfllbe 
replaced by the ad of the mouth by a U.N. 
protection force (AFP photo) 


starts arriving for 
Rwandans in Zaire border 


KIGALI (Agencies) — The 
first big food consignment for 
hundreds of thousands of 
starving Rwandan refugees 
arrived in the Zairean border 
town of Bukavuon on Satur- 
day, U.N. officials said. 

In the east of Rwanda, 
which has been under the 
control of the Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Front (RPF) for three 
months, between 3,000 and 
5,000 people of the majority 
Hutu tribe were fleeing to 
neighbouring Tanzania every 
day, an aid worker said. 

The aid worker said 1,000 
to 2,000 more were trekking 
south into Burundi. They 
obviously were frightened of 
the RPF, which is dominated 
by the minority Tutsi tribe, 
U.N. officials said. 

The RPF seized power in 
early July after a three-month 
offensive during which troops 
of the then Hutu government 
and militiamen massacred an 
estimated 500,000 people, 
mostly Tutsi s. 

Millions of Rwandans, 
mostly Hutus, have fled 
across the country’s borders, 
creating a humanitarian 
catastrophe as Internationa] 
aid agencies struggle to care 
for mem. At least 25,000 
have died, many from a 
cholera epidemic. 

The U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) said 17.5 
tonnes of food reached Bcka- 
vu and three aircraft carrying 
more food were also ex- 
pected later on Saturday. 

“These are the first food 
deliveries of any significance 
to the several hundred 
thousand Rwandan refugees 
in Bukavu,” said Trevor 
Page, leading the WFP relief 
effort. 


Mr. Page told Reuters that 
at least 23 per cent of re- 
fugees faced severe malnutri- 
tion and tire WFP needed a 
minimum of 50 tonnes of 
food daily for die Bukavu 
refugee population. 

“This flight arranged with 
Norwegian church aid and 
LWF (Lutheran World Fed- 
eration) brings hopes that we 
are able to prevent a disaster 
occuring in Bukavu,” Mr. 
Page said. 

“However, the threat of 
tens of thousands of more 
refugees arriving from north- 
western Rwanda is always 
there and we must keept the 
supplies coining in.” 

About 1,700 troops from 
the United Stales, Britain, 
Canada and Australia are de- 
ployed in Rwanda to help 
rebuild war-damaged infras- 
tructure and care for home- 
coming refugees. 

But many of those return- 
ing appear not to be refugees 
who flee the country in recent 
weeks but Tutsb whose fami- 
lies went into exile in 1959, 
when a bloody Hutu uprising 
overthrew the Tutsi feudal 
monarchy. 

Rwanda’s vice president 
and defence minister. Gener- 
al Paul Kagame, on Saturday 
denied media reports that 
RPF soldiers were harassing 
refugees to prevent them 
from returning home. 

In an interview with Radio 
Rwanda, the RPF leader ac- 
cused the rival Hutu com- 
munity of harassing refugees, 
and said that as far as the 
Tutsi-based RPF was con- 
cerned “if a case (of harass- 
ment) is notified it would be 
an isolated case and not 
generalised.” 


Prime Minister Faustin 
Twagnatnungu, a member of 
the Republican Democratic 
Movement, meanwhile told 
reporters that if RPF soldiers 
were caught harassing re- 
fugees, they would be 
pimished. \ 

According to the radio — 
which broadcast a French 
translation of the defence 
minister’s interview in a mix- 
ture of English and the local 
Language Kinyarwanda — 
Mr. Kagame said the govern- 
ment was “aware that acts of 
dissuasion were being perpe- 
trated to stop refugees re- 
turning home.” 

But this was being con- 
ducted by the exiled tanner 
government and Hutu “In- 
terahamwe” militia, “in 
cahoots with the French sol- 
diers” who control the huma- 
nitarian safety zone in south- 
west Rwanda, Mr. Kagame 
charged. 

Jacques Bihozagara, minis- 
ter in the RPF government 
responsible for handling the 
refugee crisis said Friday re- 
ports by refugees from 
around the safety zone that. 
they were attacked by RPF 
soldiers were not reliable. 

But he also said he was 
“under the impression that, 
the French are not making 
any efforts to convince the 
people to go home, indeed 
are discouraging them,” 
without providing details. 

Radio Rwanda said the re- 
ports were “propaganda ... 
acts of sabotage” on the part 
of “enemies of the Rwandan 
people.” 

On Friday the U.N. repre- 
sentative in Rwanda. Sbahar- 

( Combined on page 2) 


‘Burundi could be another Rwanda : 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Burundi has split into armed 
factions and could suffer 
ethnic bloodshed reminiscent 

of the recent slaughter in 
neighbouring Rwanda, 
Amnesty International 
warned here Friday. 

A report from the human 
rights organisation, based on 
the findings of an investigat- 
ing team that has just com- 
pleted a 10-day mission to the 
country, said “hundreds of 
people are being killed in 
massacres every month” and 
determined that “the crimin- 
al justice system has all but 
completely broken down." 

It described 3uiundi as 
potentially “another Rwan- 
da." 

Burundi, zr. i r . the case in 
Rwanda, is f.-.pu!.ned bv 
Hutu ant? TV:*-!. 

The Amntsiy team “found 
(Burundi) divided in to hos- 
tile communities.” 

“Hundreds of killings were 
continuing to be carried out 
by armed groups or armed 
forces.” according to the re- 


port. “Several hundred peo- 
ple died in Muramvya pro- 
vince in July alone.” 

The report disclosed that 
one Amnesty delegate “vi- 
sited a newly discovered mass 
grave in kirundo province, 
bordering Rwanda, which is 
believed to contain the re- 
mains of unknown numbers 
of Rwandan refugees thought 
to have been killed in mid- 
June this year.” 

Amnesty called for a moni- 
toring mission from the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity in 
Burundi to be reinforced and 
deplored the fact that "no- 
thing is being- done at the 
national or international 
level” to bring those re- 
sponsible for the killings last 
year. 

it also appealed for inter- 
national observers to be de- 
ployed in Rwanda "to ensure 
effective and impartial inves- 
tigations.” 

“It could go their way,” 
said Mike Dottridge, the hu- 
man rights organisation's 
programme director for Afri- 


ca who returned Thursday 
from a 10-day trip to Burun- 
di. “It remains a tense situa- 
tion.” 

A newly discovered mass 
grave in northeastern Burun- 
di is believed to contain the 
remains of Rwandan refugees 
killed in mid-June, he said. 
Local authorities refused to 
allow an investigation, fear- 
ing that might lead to disturb- 
ances. 

In several incidents further 
west, Mr. Dottridge said, 
Rwandan refugees were 
allegedly killed by associates 
of the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwandan Patriotic Front who 
crossed into Burundi. 

Relations between Burun- 
di's Hutus and Tutsis have 
become very hostile, and the 
two communities live in 
separae villages or distinct 
districts wi thin town, he said. 

The Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity, the United Na- 
tions, Western diplomats and 
aid workers have been trying 
to keep Burundi from ex- 
ploding. 


Palestine People’s Party 
leader criticises PLO 
over Jerusalem stand 

Palestinians were living 
through a new situation, not 
only because of the Cairo 
agreement or the return of 
the Palestinian leadership to 
die self-rule areas, but also 
“because the Arab status quo 
does not offer any substi- 
tutes'* and we are hostages to 
this statns quo and would be 
deceiving ourselves if we talk 
about forgetting about the 
Cairo agreement or to substi- 
tute it with wholly new agree- 
ments or reciting slogans 
from yesterdays." 

He added: “The bet on the 
Soviet Union and Arab soli- 
darity has failed and it is 
useless to continue to raise 
slogans that are based on 
bets.” 

The PPP leader said the 
Palestine authority now faced 
two choices: Whether to be- 
come a civQ administration in 
Gaza and Jericho, or to de- 
velop the agreement on the 
way of establishing a Palesti- 
nian state. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Secretary 
General of the Palestine Peo- 
ple’s Party (PPPJBashir Bar- 
ghouti has criticised attempts 
by the Palestinian National 
Authority (FNA) to exacer- 
bate difference with Jordan 
over the issue of Jerusalem 
and said these differences 
could be solved in a friendly 
manner without resorting to 
the Arab League or any other 
side. 

In a lecture delivered 
Thursday in the West Bank 
city of Beit Jala, Mr. Bar- 
ghouti said he considered 
these attempts to expand dif- 
ferences as an escape from 
the “main battle scene” by 
plotting “a side quarrel be- 
cause oar struggle over Jeru- 
salem is originally with the 
occupation authorities.” 

Mr. Barghouti said in his 
lecture, whose text was faxed 
to the Jordan Times from 
Jerusalem, that Jordan has 
continued to take care of holy 
places and Islamic Waqf since 
it severed legal and adminis- 
trative ties with the West 
Bank in 1988 in agreement 
with the Palestinians. 

“Thus our duty requires 
that we should view Jeru- 
salem not only as holy places, 
but also we should view it as 
an integral part of the lands 
occupied in 1967 and lands to 
which (U.N. Security Coun- 
cil) Resolution 242 applies, 
which significance is en- 
hanced by its religious sta- 
tus,” be said. 

Mr. Barghouti also said 
“that objections to the recent 
trilateral summit of His 
Majesty King Hussein, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak- 
Rabin and American Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton were base- 
less. 

“Jordan is not a foreign 
country that we do not care 
about. Several bonds tie ns 
with it. They (Jordan) had 
announced since the begin- 
ning of tire negotiations pro- 
cess that they want to negoti- 
ate over their lands in Ghor 
Al Safi and Al Himma area 
and to regain their water 
rights. These goals are about 
to be achieved and I think it 
Is a shame to accuse people 
who were honest with them- 
selves because they did not 
claim they were negotiating 
to regain Jaffa.” 

Mr. Barghouti said the 


Mr. Barghouti said the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) was still in a 
better position than the PNA 
whose authority is limited by 
the Cairo agreement, noting' 
that there is a Palestinian 
majority living outside Pales- 
tineand the self-rule areas. 

He said the PLO’s duties 
indnde working on regaining 
Jerusalem and solving the 
issues of refugees and settle- 
ments in accordance with in- 
ternational legitimaty. 

Tims, he said, the PLO has 
more duties than the PNA, 
and mixing the two author- 
ities would undermine strug- 
gle to achieve these goals. 

He warned that there was a 
danger of splits emerging in 
the lines of tire Palestinian 
people if the PLO merges 
with the PNA since the PLO 
was created outside Palestine 
and where three to four mil- 
lion refugees are living. 

“If the PLO merges within 
the PNA it will leave a 
vacuum, prom pting Palesti- 
nians to fill it which means 
there is a danger of splitting 
the Palestinian people,” he 
said. 

Mr. Barghouti called for 
preserving the PLO and for 
establishing new departments 
in the organisation for Jeru- 
salem, refugees and settle- 
ments. 


New army ruler rejects 
call to reinstate Jawara 


BANJUL (AFP) — Lieute- 
nant Yaha Jammeh, leader of 
a military coup that over- 
threw tiny Gambia’s longtime 
ruler President Dawda 
Jawara last month, has re- 
jected a Western threat to 
return the ousted president to 
power or face a cut-off in aid. 

The new head of state also 
issued a decree riving the 
ruling Provisional Council of 
the Armed Forces authority 
to detain members of the 
armed forces or police consi- 
dered a national security 
threat for up to six months. 

About 20 military men and 
police officers are currently 
in detention, according to 
official sources. 

In a speech to some 30,000 
people at a stadium in the 
capital's suburbs Friday, the 
new bead of state said the 
council oould not accept the 
condition laid down by cer- 
tain countries linking their 
continued aid to Mr. Jawara’s 
return to power. 

After the bloodless July 23 
coup, the 12-nation Euro- 
pean Union condemned the 
overthrow of Gambia's 
democratically-elected gov- 
ernment and called on the 
army to return to barracks or 
face a “review” of EU states' 
aid programmes. 

Mr. Yanuneh, in his first 
public address since the milit- 
ary takeover, reaffirmed that 

the council did not plan to 
remain in power or serve the 
interests of a particular 
group, but only to end loot- 
ing of the country’s resources 
by a minority. 

He pledged to recover 
foo ds all egedly defrauded by 
the former government down 
to the last “burnt, ” the smal- 
lest denomination of Gam- 
bian currency. 

Pain caused by a economic 
structural adjustment prog- 
ramme would be borne not 
just by the poor, but by all 
levels of society, he added in 
the speech which drew enthu- 
siastic applause. 

A decree issued Friday said 
members of the armed forces 
or police considered a threat 
to the state could be detained 
for up to six months. 

Their cases could be re- 
viewed every 30 days by the 
vice-president, who in turn 
must submit than to a court 


which included an army 
lieutenant and a police in- 
spector. 

A second decree published 
Friday banned the country’s 
five ■ political parties, sus- 
pended after file coup, from 
making “propaganda” or 
“publicity.” 

Summit offensive 

In Abuja, Gambia’s vice- 
president, one of tbe group of 
young officers who seized 
power in the coup is on the 
diplomatic offensive for his. 
government at the West Afri- 
can summit in Nigeria. 

Lt Sana Sabafly, a shy. 
slightly-built 29-year-old, 
read a message from bead of 
state Lt. Jammeh to the Eco- 
nomic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) 
with a rapid-fire delivery 
more suited to the parade 
ground than tbe conference 
hall. 

He was finding the summit 
a big challenge, he told Reu- 
ters. 

“I have a lot to learn from 
it to apply in friendship ties as 
far as ECOWAS countries 
are concerned,” be said. 

IBs delegation in their neat 
camouflage fatigues have 
attracted much attention in 
Abuja as ECOWAS’ newest 
government. 

Lt. Sabally, the most 
junior in rank of three milit- 
ary leaders at the summit, 
smartly saluted Nigeria’s 
General Sani Abacha as the 
returned to his seat from the 
podium on Friday. 

In an interview with Ra- 
ters, be said the July 2 coup 
had been planned about a 
week before while Mr. 
Jawara was on holiday at his 
London residence. 

“The way things were 
going by the former repine it 
was necessary for ns to come 
on stage ana do something 
for die country,” he said. 

“There was rampant cor- 
ruption and injustice in the 
judicial system, there were 
two separate laws, one for 
tbe poor and one for the rich 
people.” 

He said the coup plotters 
had no advance contact with 
Senegal, which sent troops to 
stop a coup attempt in 1981. . 

“We had no contact with' 

(Continued on page 2) 



Tea at the 
rectory takes on 
new meaning 

TREVISO, Italy (R) r — .'A 
Polish Orthodox priest who 
ran a drug rehabilitation cen- 
tre near the northern Italian 
town of Treviso has been 
arrested on charges of 
cocaine trafficking. Plainc- 
lothes police posing as clients 
arrested Fanurio lino Vhran, 
36, the leader of the small 
Orthodox community in the 
town of Montaner Di Sar- 
mede, after they found a 
small quantity of cocaine at 
his home. The arrest was part 
of a larger investigation mto 
drug trafficking -in the area 
and police said they had re- 
ceived anonymous tips that 
tiie priest had sold drugs dur- 
ing parties at the rectory. 

Drummer likes 
to wake up In 
the morning 

LOS ANGELES (R) — For- 
mer Guns' N 1 Roses drum- 
mer Steven Adler said he is 
recovering from an overdose 
of heroin and cocaine, and 
hopes he can kick the addic- 
tions that forced lam out of 
tiie hard-living band in 1990. 

roin and cole arnTTm^jnst 
thankful Fm alive and that I 
was able to get in here,” 
Adler, 29. said from Cedars- 
Sinai Medical Centre. “The 
whole idea of coming here 
and detoxing is to stay off 
drugs. I wanna start working 
again.” ‘Its great waking up 
in the morning and not being 
sick.” 

War stops for 
the movies 

LONDON (R) — The head 
of Sarajevo’s only working 
cinema is flying to Scotland 
to choose additions to its 
depleted stock from among 
the 350 films to be shown at 
the Edinburgh Film Festival, 
organisers said. After prot- 
racted negotiations, Almfr 
Palata and his assistant Asja 
Hafher were flown oat of the 
besieged Bosnian capital to 
Zagreb by the United Na- 
tions, working in collabora- 
tion with British diplomats, 
they said. The two were ex- 
pected to arrive in Edinburgh 
late Friday and view many of 
the films to be shown at tbe 
festival before it begins on 
Aug. 13. 

May I introduce 
myself? Robson, 
car thief 

SAO PAULO (R) — A 
Brazilian car thief who spe- 
cialised in stealing luxury 
BMW models advertised his 
trade by distributing calling 
cards to potential clients stat- 
ing his profession as "thief”, 
police said. Detectives who 
arrested Robson Augusta Do 
Nastimiento Araujo, found 
business cards saying he 
worked for the fictitious firm 
of Thefts and Holdups Ltd., 
on 666 Crime Street, Delin- 
quent Gardens. Using the 
false name Robson KJeber 
Augusta, he gave his tide as 
“ladrao” (thief). “In my 12 
years in the Police Depart- 
ment I have never come 
across such insolence,” police 
chief Valter De Abrtm said. 

Indian court 
suspends ruling on 
Muslim divorce 

NEW DELHI (AP) — The 
Supreme Court has ordered a 
review of a lower court deci- 
sion that struck down tbe 
age-old Muslim divorce cus- 
tom as unconstitutional. The 
ruling by a two-judge bench 
Thursday means that, for the. 
time being, a Muslim can 
again divorce his wife by 
saying “talaq" three times in 
succession. ’Talaq” means 
divorce in the Arabic lan- 
guage. The divorce 25 years 
ago of Khatoon Nisa has be- 
come a test case for the prior- 
ity of the nation’ secular. con- 
futation over the authority of 
religious law in persona] 
affairs like marriage and di- 
vorce. India is tbe borne of 
more than 100 million Mus- 
lims, who follow the Muslim 
personal law. Hindus are 82 
per cent of India's population 
of 900 million. In its ruling, 
the Supreme Court said that 
m view of tiie importance of 
the issue, a panel of three 
judges will consider the cate 
in- November. Feminists 
often argue that tbe Muslim 
code fa abused by men -who 
divorce their wives for the 
flimsiest of reasons, but in 
Ms.- Nfaa’s case it fa the' 
woman who fa seeking that 
the law be upheld. 










